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J RKF. MBRYIETHME R,
WIEA T A—MERTMBERNEY, SEES
B, BRESALEEETANSBOS, ki
EIEN, BNAIAEER, NAAENGSR
A ERZERAENERNAMREREE, 048
W FEREREANT, RARE—HER.
WBSME, WEEBNAE, hHRARKE,

kil InEAR
=2 RAIFIERE

MEEEIE%S: 2HMES

ME25MARBRFEENERAL, H/IME
BROAEXNEZREMENEHREZ, N IEHME
HiERE, RESR—ME, BERMEET = 5k
Bk, BHESNSEK, BREERE, ERMBEL
Ak EEERE, FENENSBTER
BHEN. BXL L, REXNESRASHESE
ES5ZAR, ARFIHACEERGNSES,
WEREBL L e BREMAER, ERKIREFKE
EERAZHEERFNESE,

REMFE, RERMERABBHMIE, FHik
ZFSIEERE, HANFER, BIEFCHIJ Our
Lady of the NativityWIRE%, E&FEHM
TIEBEHEREENRINES, HFEE—BEXNH
EXREAXE, B+REZEEXUZAR,
HFBLIEBH—TTREEMX -G, K
BRE, X—RHEE, ERANRBEEFHER
FHWEERET. MR, £EEF—BEHESE
MEKES B, LR AMESFLEREN
— B3

NFENE, REREGBEKEFHFRIEDSA
(Direct School Admission, BHEW4AT
) EAFRPZE., HAPER, HEBEFESY
MNEINEESRE, SERRBEKEI %,
R, FREBEANENHESEL, HF
MO\ THAT 2 MNE, FRAGHEFRSE
D, KNBRRTFEEHFNEISHIEEZ
M, b XX — SRR A R MR AN B S K
B, BRTEESHABESHENREITIIZ,
EHREFFIRZIREARELLNEH, URIE
R EMTBAERER,

HERNBRRER, FERARENBERAR



BEzZT. YHZEAKRFEMS, AFERE
ABAAVNEZER. BEIZFRSRAIERNIE
B, R, WHRE, FEAFSFANNE—
GURSNER), MEBCEERIARETENT
. Hi, PFENVE, HEFRIEHTMIKEE
ZARZER (G ‘B2 ) BEAXERE, &
BH—SEIRT WIS,

EPREALNHAREEIR. FMEIERAE
BHFIRERNZALRE, BREEZAREHENAD
AHZ, TEEBEENARRRLTTE, Eik
AOEAFERIBISN, RBAEEIZ, ZHFVLEAERF
MREHANEEZN, TOABELFTHR
N, BEx[E: “RENERFEG? " “N
ERARRERR? 7

REIFAEMER, SFNIFNRELT
MRBRAMNE., GRBEAYRGE LA BRI
MZHBEN, BEHRERE, RMt+oXHE
WARE, “BRRER, BIERAEL, " —0OH
BHIE, MLBEMEEECHTE, HRER
mE, BE—WURNIE, FTAZATHBES
B, ER—MEENEE, LB RO
BCELEAZNERAL.

HMERIANERR

HABEZRE, RERXBUEXEMIILAREN
R, BFERREASRFNEIE, &
MEERABNEERESEEERR, EOET
. ZTMEREEHR. BIZESHNES
B, EEBR—BETRERINIBRARIN
HFf. LIFSRALX, B RREZRINEZ
P, RTERBFSEEEZH, FELCEEZSH
TS, BFEDkRE. HEH. SEHELRE
"%,

ENBERATENEEERSSHREL RER
HEBABEREXRITH XL, MEERUE
—MEREAGNENARNEERSEIEEN.
BE, BCMFERERMEEERNEFEMZ B
BRES, CERFESNMAEES —MERETEMH
FRXUSERE5REFR. XENINEEH, R
NHRE T EENER, Dt AREFEE
‘R AEMEN.

HEZRZHE, tBR T RDRREN
BCHSH, Ep—UEFEELET2010FKEE
MK EEHER (Singapore Ballet) B £

#MToru Okada. RERESNERILET, X
FEARE EXNZFAERT—AE: “FEREE
=I5, MEARNZAREEZTENRNFRI, 7
URNFEN+TE. TS, HFAREIE
K BXNEE HME, SREREEKRKESBIVE
. B MRS -1 EIE. R, SIHH
XEE, HiLEREIRY, FEHATIZES
HEENRERME. FEFANEE “BkaifE”
BFEZEFEAAE, BRESRBPHER. AY
ERY, HEISHEEXEARTEZERAMAK.
XBEEEREDEFRABEEFENEERE
. thRBEdB R AEMTE, BABREXTE
FEPRIE. BREAVEE, HEILNEHE
%Z, BCREERA—BEENESL,
MEZEUNTAMAR, REREEZHE
MRABLEHREEE. MARKBRKRER
(Dean's List Award, 2019F % 20214F) .
BRFRRES (2019F) , UERKKREEESK
F£ (2020%F) , RULIIHEFREEMSMN
SNEIXRI. BT REEINZEZH, hRKS
ERANINEESCIERE, HEISE5Z AN
RBINREREE, BEMES. Donn NeoX
Aditep Buanoi%., FTREXHE RS EIEEZH
Wi, AL EMBEZTNEREES, B
R E RN FEZ AN, BRPEKRES
B, tiAA, TERKEHNERE, T25FEZ
ARIEERREENED, R ABEKITEF
BEENSFS, HABETSHMWES.
IRV, —PEEFFHHNSERE
W, BB, FMFEEFEBIFZADEMESR
TEBEMZBRERES NERRRE. RER
ERFEN, MEEXIXARNRERNEHERF
B, REB KBS MM RS ER SN
RE. BZESHNNES, REREZEHIHRE
FXXE. eBRETUERANIE, NIRDHE
FEMNMMS, TR —MERNEM. 2IK
%, RERIMFRESMAZEINN <. 202156
B, A S FEE B 50 0 A\ HT 00 35 A ik 5% B R
3, NEESHEERLEENTME.

EREERK
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2022F“HZ T, & (MRZUE)

é KRy Zed

=, LHEEHED, BANKRESIRESH L
MEX, MFEFRE, FIANTENEREE
MEZMHESR, EHRATLERAR, HLAFER
NECHRKRR,

ABTEZ RN IR, B8 ATHTERRETH
RRAMZEIRNS, ERARIEELZR, BBR
BCEAEEFINT R, LR BARBENEREE
BRFGERT, 7

HFRESIMERMBLEFNRMS, IH
MELFE—BmHR. RMAZENLILNR,
- BRI FLETHEN. CEREXBERS
BENAESES, hBLAHEACEENER. M
AZFHEEHIR, EFEME, IFEEC
BERA—EMNEL,

HTFSAHREEIIREMARLNER
#IE, #ATVERE, HEATESHXIZ
ARENRESSA NN FFi8, MBI EARE I i
R, WENRAFTEEFRESF ], IEMNL
BARAKHEMELRSE, URATBTHEEEANKER
A, BREATUVERE, FEEEBRTWINEHR
ERNAEETE, “GRUEBERFEZMT AN
¥, EXHFREMNLFRES. 7 #KE.

XEMEHEILRERE, TRIEREIS
DEE, HAFNREE, REBFERERD
oS, SHERN, SFERAFEDILGERELR
RUZFENAENIESESRIERS, ZUN
S50k e KkH#ERHERXER, HEFRE
MEN, BEFECHTUNESEN.

MISTE& ERISUiEEm

ERHENEVEENERER, RERDID
RTYEANEES. MAFTMERZERHIL
R, hES5£T. $I1OBRLERERET
ZEY, HAERSE CURENHEY Jlz4kw
Ay CLERDY B (RRABY FEm. AE
REERXBRER, AL RHRRES
A%, WIARTHNEREZRNER.

EXZERZH, 2023FEM «<HIBY S
MR RERZMELZ—. <EiE BHM
WHEREERG = HRUELFHEN, MRER
SENRZARBUBARESH GRE - MEN
[REC DN

SERNM, XES58ERL, SJIRERAN
ZHEEHEERE, HETHIER. AW,
KTIEY HiGthiEmEad R, iLhERAM
EENSHARBEEENRETS. XT—@
SJBMABRCHILTMS, X2 —REHM
Pk .

“PELEEGEzH, B2BHMESZEE
C—EARNEEN, BERXIEEECH LR,
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BRTERBLAMERBEECZI, REXED
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K2y RINEREEAETAANHAXBESER,
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(Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music
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EFEkR, WNEREEESSREZ BN
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BEHCHNZANHFSCIERE,
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20254124318, #H R L FAWERFRRERARS FARTEERK, ALANRLERLE
BLA#HGE, RTAANLBLGHAELSTRERKBEARERIAN, THARFFHRNEER RN
Fe—REERKER,

BHmfRER, —ABSRER, —PMEMARLAR, —IMFHETARP TR AL WXL RGL
B, ~ABEHTHEEE2A XN 54B, RNAIRRANALES, PAEEBRABER
AERDER,

AL, LFRAHPREREENEY,

FIRNMOMRE A E

RIRMEELRPES, BF—XHAER
HIHE. A F1959F, REERIITEERM
H, BHERE#. IE, SE—LUFFIE
T, B —XHFHRHARBEER. BIRMMEIR
HEREXIHANET, ARBHEENEOKE
%, EFRECERRE., EXHE—XHWIAMN
HF, AR TH—ERNFRIRE.

HFAXREFZE, thEEREEER. KEH5E
BEEIETF, P=l, RFSENBAMAAED
SERAGF TR, MR IESENHNEERKIT

PEB D BIER «HAMEERDY B, ARG

REEMFT RS, B—ETHTILMBE,
1974F 21976F, BRRMBIFLMKNE

TME, HEBRERINRMNEE.
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MEBRHERESZ, BERESEFHNITF
LB, BEEEXALZUAB TRREXHE &
FH, —EEBEERLEED: ATF2RRFTEX
HHAR? RE, NBENERTIZE ‘I8
Z TR, —MARERLERNEEA, X
WIBREHEL.

T+FoL5BARBEE, NEREIHESRS
EHEXBEE, BT EREIHERRBLER
Hl, #HEEEIEE. RRNE2AENEF
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S MABABERRPEW, K+ oKX
W, E@EEEAEBEG, thEFR, XA
BEBAEPBERI, MRBE, RF—BZE
AHE. RUHKEE, LEXEREEHR.

MRZE, BEAUNEMIEEERFEREE T
S, BUNZESEREEMRITERNT
BEMERE. ATARNETHEEL, REt—E
T AR, BBIEER, BRHHLR, XHRE
EREE, EFRBRISRERARESHH
REREH G,

F2, BOREMBELZEXNBES], hERR
BXE, RW/EAEER. RERTMEBES %
“fth, MEHLRABFTERRESS . Mk, fthfE
5XFEMMET T AR5,

1976 F M 5, BIRMARRERE,
MRESEEANWME, HE1980FF BT EMN.,
BE, MEXMAARMDESERA,

HEAARMDSEFAR, BEEERIRE
REFRMERZXHEMWNE, EERE, HFEX
X FHHJLF AL RE K315 EIRBAH,
M, BIRMABBAEXDTHHESR,

Bk, AR REAREAR D FTMIEESR
A, 1983%F, HIRMEXKATULEHR, b2
FMFEE— DR EBWEZTR. BARPE
MEMAREZERS, BEhESFETHFEBER
SRER, 1981F, REFMFZAREE S
DHEEEREBGAFLAFATE; 1982FHE
WERTEE, FEEIHIEERT <HEED)

CEEMIY SHETFEMH,

R, EERMEBAH, ZIMREEER,

ATAMBRAESKE, tOLFERKZ.,
1987 F P EEEFRIMEERFITEL
7, 1988 FEMEFARMEZRRHI=/1 P, %
ODEIEZ, W, EEEET 5. TEE.
BKBEES, HFALEERZERE KX ZHRR
ARMEERARERERFEIEE, 1994F
F1995F 8, XHABAEZARZEREBERER
7, FiEXBEC.

BIHEE1987F, ZE2HETEEREUH
RFMBEL, MECBERN —XHE4LMELS
iR, FafhrBEARESE. ML, BT
WAL, FEZREAME, BF, hIH
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CEREBIO .
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AR B B, EF. SRESSHWE R
2%, ARNEMEMRERENEBRAR, ERE
RO ERT .
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EFmMEERATERE, IART FFE
ERZ2ER, MABRRGE XA, MMNHILF
REFBEVFEFZRAZRERR, FRHREE
RERFRAE, BETERMETZAMA, EH
MFLERAFTHEER. —~R=OLBEHMIE
T REAER, BAARMKRIE—EBEE,

1991%F, RIEBEFMEFM/N\ESIEXHK
HEAR, HFHIKRW T —HEFEZHRERSR,
BIERRMAFMIEEFAZREZT RS RIGHE
EMmE, 2PELXER, HEREXRET /A
BHANEREN.

BARZE, BRMEREEEFE R,

ERETTELEZANE R, BHEXRMD
RFESIEF BHE. BW. XRBPFHWH. HE
%, BEEEMNE RS, TLEHLEITES
ML AR, MXESRER, THEEL, fb
NMERBIAZRL2LZERNL, MARBHF RN
XA —HERL,

2020%F, M EMAREBISRELIEE
ENEBEEMRTRESRE, BEERARS R,
2024 FF2025F MW AAEFE R L, bl
ERBHELME, WARNAKBEERESNAX
MENERS,

MOFRARBRE—ZHAWIEE, FRAH
MFEUEWRAEMWEZR; MNEE LR
2R, JBERVNLNET, BEBRAREKRAS
RES] . BEFERLERNERA, BIRMHBEZEE
BT R,

MEERESMERGEEEA,
BRETEBERERTF

*MEWRMAFTANE

SREME—ZHEEHERAE, BER
S5®50%5, BTHRMAVETHN—RBRA,

MEE1962F H4E, NEE, MERTE
B, K& E—XRAEEESZ «<EFEFY , R
ARSI TAER . hER B NFIETE R,
ZMMEHERARILERA, FEEEMTE
SEfM. BFN M FRE, IRZHERERE R
. HNERBEEAXRAEFARENE KRR
E, Rt EMEFUMAR ZHH KRB, &
REXHIEMERETHH RF, DiLBYIRESE
FNAENEEB, NEAEZIPEEE T EM,

FESuhZER, MEXEIZH, €S
ZMEEMR _HEZTREZLZNIES T AT
W, 19785, BHEWMEMIEE, thIMAKE
METEFEAA (BERFESFR) . B2F,
XREFMESMEBETDPTMNERE (5
BERPRME) . 1980F, BERMAHEE
LRH, YNANAIREBEEE. EFFEK
AREEEmERARE, hEEBERE.
MmERMDE.

1982F K, A MERRE, BEE
1985F 6 M E®R. BERF, MBREBERN
MEEFERAMBEERTHREMERA, 5
NAHAEECHREXEE, EEERPERE
¥, fEULERE, fhthiBEE LB ETERARE
#, BF, hWREMAARMSEREA, HHE
PHER, ERBEETIEEZE,

1987F, EMERZAREENEEEITN.

X—F, hSmMFMEZABESETHNE
HERER, —F¥SFE_PLAAEARE, H53
EERIFHR. ZER22HRERVPARENBOES.
LEEMBHN—TFTXRE, MERBE—1MALH
B, iLthBUEIE LSS RFBRAE, @WIHER
BITH, FARRERNEEREFERES,
it ESMEEFZAZRED. HHEZERR
TEERESHEZKNRRRE, HEEREZRRER
I3 HR 8] Al fth 2 S $5 4%

1997 F, FMMERAELMIL, HER
ALRTHESZR, BURARTENZTLES
HE, EEERR. EFMEERATRER, K
THEEZHESRN, MORRENEEZRNE



B. 1999F, ti5MWEX (FHREBMEL) .
EBREMERERBRIFMEE N “HETNE
%" (Huqin Quartet) , X NAMKE—HEHEH
ERBASHEE. BREASHENSERE,
BEAXNHENESRHEFCERE,

‘AENER BRAETRE, 88X
BREFMBEMRZEHSMEFRZAT, H2
NEGHRE, THBEE, REETERZITE
FMMWK, TERETF. BRNEHA=, 2004
F, “PBENEZF" RHE “TMREFFL
(Singapore Youth Award) , EZ KB E S
BE.

MERE HENER" « AIMEEFESE
ARFHMEEFAZEINEL, BTBRDRA
T ®RE. A= BN BE. HR. FEX
fi. 8% 8. £B. EER. MEKX. X
k. BEFEN, SHREMARARIHWARNE
ZRIFIT.,

MELE (ER: Sl RE)

BrTER, FERRFEAHELE. 2F
sk, fth4e/E 4 Charlton Primary School. %
BANFEL REHRE. BB EEBHRE. K
DHhE. KDBEIER. EBEVEZR.
HEINTZEERESESH, BRLIHER
RF. 20015, RESFERSGEE, FK
DHBIFERME “‘HERSRE (XKZAA
) ®",

HTH—SRFALWKE, BERRUEH
&, FF2008FERLERATRERMARE
BEXE, IFSZARBRLIZTRERLEK
FERBEERIFEND, BEMNAMEREETN
BE.

BAREHBER, DANERREEESEN
N, 2026F, HNBEMARBESFRIN
BEMNBERBRIRERE, BEXRAES
R, BE, TEZEEBEKREITRTRDEER
AZARmME, thEXBRGRALE, BZFR
RHBEERNBFZ L BELRBMERLAFR
S

REMERERNBAKER BRRHZNE
RERERTRE, PDBHEMRMNEF —IERK
MAE, WZARMIEXR, UEXHAAENR
£. fMNX—KRERA, RIETHMELELRML
REBLZL, BFEFSETHMRERANLR
5. A NERELNERE, WRHE
TEE. eIEE. REMEE, HARMERN
RS,

BikzE, IERREBHAE R, M2
HEERTRANKRE, BECHEREERS
FR—K. STEEAZERNAMS, B

ARANE—ITHBRHNER, MARZARES
MER., REARHK, ZHKE, RiEME
MERWAEDESES, mBMNH+

FRAFMBPEFHEENRE, B

KEE-—RX—RERAMNESE

A&, KLz
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B#x3C (Tan Chin Boon, 1953-) %A A
H—RENF 2T HRE, BRUNE, 32U
DHMEENFEAN, EZHERRFES, T
ERERALKFELE, HRE2HHRT, B
MEMR, A-IREERRANAMZARE, THZ
MEFZBRMESHKBEREEE, hEG—

FIRMENFERE, ERRLLPEHOET,

BARBEMARE, BAREMEMLEL —MmHN
AEEFRERAETEFRARNBREEHETT
THE, EUTREE-—TNRE, KRRXFE
BIHEZMAETE NG, hiiXts L
BEFNASNEREREENRN/ NG, BERFBFME
SEERERNRANE, IEETS5MAEZEN
PRETFTH, LEANMAEERRATTHEMR,
mARP, B HRAREHIPER . KNRME
N, BEBREMANZREEY, URREER



oM. HEHENEEARI, AERIHERN
W&, REREHIES, BR. BE, Z2E1E
2R 1N EBRHAETE, LREND
EEXEEEKR. B AMNEFHA,

BRIk E—NMBLESEANZAR. 2
REAXNSEERENZ—, YBRTBIBSR
2R/, N\BRAMAMEABEHEEENFEEST K, &
BAAXHERE, BE®E (Immanuel Kant,
1724-1804) 25, AEXNTFEXMETHE
REM BRI E T LR P IE M T,

ARG, IMREZFEUERX, 2H
NEEEUBBABXNEESESE, URBYF
BREZIM, FURFHEEENRAN. HBRXR
HEMETE, RRTHUZARRALEEE X
HZZMBENRNPHER., BREHE, ABE
FEEXRFEZ, EEEE—ERATYIIHFEMNER
. MRREAMMBXREEL, XEAREHE
BHMES, THAM, BEREZHENIEL,
EBERPFENFFEREY, BERKRAEENR
E, B=FFk, AFAEIRYVEZEMNRIE
LZBRBMHEET, LORTINR R HKAE,
BREAXARGEFINAEMGIE, TRFHX
PAE5MF, tE—EBELAIRTEENTES
P, €5k, AT SERINELI.
REF MR 2 X B SC SR IE B B9 SE R A
=, ME-EHRZERBHANEITHEL A,
MAEENARBESZABNEZS5IANNER,
ATEREARSE, EERAANE—, MEER,
MEAME, VRBSARSBHER, Xt
FTREANREIFENEE,

ELHZ2FRERRBTHRIR, Lfthxf A
A5ZARETUOREINNERE, fEH4ETFH
mig, 2E_KEREAN, HEPERE®S
T, 1970F, BRIRXAEFELT (NAFA) 7/
FEZR, AlEPEE, BREISEEHIRERS
THh—4ENEBERR—XAEHREENZ
E. NEEHEMEAMXRIE, HHESER
5, BREBLK, BEREN., FIRXME
ZRETHR, " ERENEBNRS, K&k
e EARLIL—HWHAEABNER, S
LXLMUOBRERITEELBARE, flimA
AEXRNNEAEE, B—HEEMEE. BESH
SH/NE—EBMBEE. HELE—&FK, 2
BRIRXHEXALESEHE., 2EZIL—FE&ND,

wE BRI, EXER, BREZEIBNKE
2024FEHMERRBRAS K, LUK
Ry BROOLSNE, THEZEE-XRSE,
ARBBERMKEBRE, I—HNFELE
G, BXRGFBEBRZF,

Lz, BRIRXHNZRERZEEZ, HE
BRRARPERE, —KIANA, PEXIME
SEREAFEN, MEZNRPENSAELS
580, A+%Ek, WBEENENZAR %
e, AREEMT=ZAFANTE: <BFRIKRXE
Zy (2012) « <BRIRSCEZINY (2014) &
CBRIRCEZINY  (2018) ., fhEAMMAE R
SHREEZPESHNSR, WAHERIZF1971
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Tan Chin Boon (1953-) was born in Singapore to a family of Chinese
immigrants from Nan'an, Fujian, which makes him a second-generation citi-
zen. In 1970, he was enrolled in the Western Art Department at the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA), also taking a minor in Chinese painting. At that
time, See Hiang To taught the "flowers and birds" style, while Chen Chong
Swee focused on landscapes—specifically, depictions of Malay kampungs or
fishing villages.

Despite Tan Chin Boon's long involvement in the arts, his engagement
has been somewhat intermittent and disassociated. Had it not been for his
daughter's unexpected, bold encouragement and urging, he would never have
participated in the annual UOB Painting of the Year competition. He chose
the small fish—a topic most familiar to him—as his theme, depicting a shoal
of tiny fish swimming head-to-tail in carefree joy among wetland plants and
kampung ponds. This "joy of the fish" symbolises a persistent theme and a
profound emotion that has long resonated within Tan Chin Boon. His daughter
handled every step of the process—from registration to the submission of the
artwork—and when he ultimately received the notification that he had won the
Gold Award in the Established Artist Category for 2024, he accepted the news
with a tranquil and composed demeanour. Competing for the very first time at
the age of seventy and winning a major award with just one entry appeared
to be a surprising twist of fate, yet it felt remarkably appropriate and destined.

The overall impression of Tan Chin Boon by others is that of a genuine
gentleman—a man with a kind disposition and refined character. He greets
people with a humble smile, though more often than not, he remains silent;
whether others are engaged in lively discussion or gesticulating wildly in
conversation, he simply listens quietly, observing the interaction with a calm
indifference. Within the local art community, he appears as a wise figure who
has attained enlightenment—one with profound insight who sees through the
chaotic scramble for fame and fortune that defines ordinary life. He nurtures
his inner tranquility amid the grime of daily life, neither recoiling in disdain
out of a sense of aloofness nor into solitude due to loneliness. Perhaps, in a
past life, he was that very fish mentioned by the ancient philosopher Zhuangzi
—the one that had long ago lost its sense of self and found perfect freedom
within the vastness of the rivers and lakes. In his residence in the Hougang
region, Tan Chin Boon keeps several large vats filled with typical small fish—
not rare or prized breeds, but familiar species. He explains that these are the
very same kinds of fish he used to play with in the village ponds during his
childhood—animals that once brought him countless hours of incomparable
joy. He opened up the partition between the living room and the balcony, the
spacious balcony a seamless continuation of the interior. Seated within the
room, one can fully embrace the sunlight, the rain, and the gentle breezes.
The space is adorned with large green plants and vintage ceramic vases with
exquisite decorative designs. Inside these vases, schools of small fish swim—
sometimes darting quickly, sometimes moving leisurely—with a sense of
absolute freedom and ease, completely unconcerned about whether they live
in a man-made enclosure or if a larger, more expansive, and beautiful world
lies just beyond.

Tan Chin Boon abandoned the conventional approach of using only
traditional Chinese painting pigments; instead, he applies watercolour
pigments on Xuan paper, resulting in colour effects that differ from those
of traditional Chinese media. His depictions of the tropical colours and
sensations of the Nanyang region differ significantly from the traditional
imagery typically found in Chinese painting. He does not intentionally aim
to merely depict a generic "Nanyang style" or specific Nanyang scenery;
instead, he paints only those flowers, fish and landscapes with which he is
intimately familiar—subjects that stir deep feelings in him—striving to capture
a realm of ethereal spirituality. He emphasises on brushwork significantly,
using the expressive purpose of the brush to reflect the technical heritage
of Chinese art—specifically the principle that calligraphy and painting have
a shared origin. Utilising primarily the Shuanggou (double-outline) technique,
he emphasises form and composition; the resulting images are clean and
substantial, infused with a charming naivety and exhibit a transcendent,
otherworldly quality.

In addition to painting, his artistic pursuits also include seal carving.
Chinese painting traditionally follows the principle that one whose calligraphy
lacks vigor and strength cannot create great paintings, and seal carving is
viewed as the lapidary embodiment and manifestation of calligraphy. For more
than fifty years, his exquisite seal-carving artistry has received immense
recognition, leading to the publication of three dedicated monographs on the
subject.
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Two French Comedies Find New Life on
Singapore’s Traditional Opera Stage

Singapore's multicultural society has long encouraged artistic
conversations among various cultures. Among the most remarkable
examples are two French comedies that have been effectively adapted
into Chinese traditional opera: the Cantonese opera The Great Lover
with the Big Nose (based on Edmond Rostand's Cyrano de Bergerac)
and the Hokkien opera The Doctor in Spite of Himself (derived from
Moliére's classic comedy). These productions show how Western
theatrical classics can be transformed using the aesthetics, music,
and performance styles of Chinese opera while still resonating with
contemporary viewers.

The more recent production, The Great Lover with the Big Nose,
was presented as part of the festivities commemorating more than 60
years of diplomatic ties between Singapore and France. Initiated by
the Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre and produced by OperaWorks
(Singapore), the Cantonese opera was adapted, directed, and featured
renowned Hong Kong opera artist Law Kar-ying. Instead of just translating
the original, Law shifted the narrative from seventeenth-century France
to China's Ming dynasty amid the Tumu Crisis, creating a culturally
convincing setting for Cantonese opera. The motifs of unspoken love,
dignity, loyalty, selflessness, and poetic expression were maintained
whilst the characters, costumes and dramatic structure were thoroughly
sinicised.

A major highlight of the production was the performance by Winsome
Chan, a Singaporean Cantonese opera actress, whose extensive artistic
journey reflects the dedication necessary to excel in traditional theatre.
Having trained under distinguished teachers and collaborated with
Law Kar-ying for many years, she infused emotional depth and refined
vocal skill into the role of Xu Qishan. The production also incorporated
novel rehearsal techniques and involved a large Singaporean creative
team working alongside artists from Hong Kong. With the support of
the French Embassy, French subtitles were created and French students
participated in the production, making it an authentic international cultural
cooperation.

In 2007, a significant achievement was the Hokkien opera version
of Moliére's The Doctor in Spite of Himself, produced by the Chinese
Opera Institute, Singapore. The play was transformed into a uniquely
local piece through inventive adaptation rather than literal translation.
The characters were assigned distinctive Chinese herbal names, the
dialogue incorporated Hokkien idioms and Chinese proverbs, and the
humour was enhanced with recognisable local expressions. While
upholding Moliére's satire of societal hypocrisy and medical pretension,
the opera also honoured love, family values, and practicality in ways
that resonated with Singaporean audiences.

The production garnered enthusiastic support from the Alliance
Francaise de Singapour and the French Embassy. Its premiere attracted
diplomats from France, Belgium, Cambodia and various nations,
demonstrating how traditional Chinese opera can serve as a powerful
medium for intercultural dialogue. The opera's vibrant music, rhyming
lyrics, and colourful performance style presented French dramatic
literature to audiences who may not have otherwise experienced it.
Due to its popularity, the production was successfully brought back
multiple times in the following years.

Despite being created nearly two decades apart, both productions
embody the same artistic philosophy. Both honour the spirit of the
French originals while incorporating the performance traditions of
Chinese opera. Their success stems from creative localisation rather
than imitation, enabling audiences to connect with universal human
emotions through recognisable theatrical styles.

As a global city where cultures constantly engage, Singapore provides
a rich environment for such artistic exploration. The adaptations of Cyrano
de Bergerac and The Doctor in Spite of Himself illustrate how traditional
opera can remain vibrant by interacting with world literature. More
importantly, they show that cultural exchange is most meaningful when
it fosters new artistic creation rather than simple reproduction, allowing
both French drama and Chinese opera to continue to thrive through

collaboration and innovation.
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Song and dance troupes
and the entertainment industry
in early Singapore

Song and dance troupes, active in Singapore between the 1920s and
1960s, were performance groups that combined singing with dance. They
attracted audiences with their modern, westernised and trendy styles, with
repertoire also including comedic sketches and plays, predominantly
featuring female singers and dancers.

In 1927, Li Jinhui (1891-1967) founded a song and dance school in
Shanghai, later evolving into touring troupes and singing societies,
collectively known as Bright Moon Society (or Bright Moon Song and Dance
Troupe). This was China's earliest professional song and dance troupe. In
1928, Li and his troupe performed several songs and dance dramas at the
Victoria Theatre in Singapore. His troupe nurtured many talented female
performers, and many were swiftly scouted to join Shanghai's film industry.
Song and dance troupes provided a platform for training and nurturing
stars, and more groups began performing in Singapore. Singing, dancing,
musicals and plays were incorporated into their performances.

Actor Bai Yan (1920-2019), from the Silver Moon Song and Dance
Troupe, said that it signed a contract with film empire Shaw Brothers to
raise its profile. Consequently, troupe members enjoyed a steady income
and performed in various locations, such as Penang and Ipoh. The literati
also enjoyed performances by song and dance troupes and getai.

The 1950s saw a boom in song and dance troupes and getai shows
in Singapore and Malaya, along with a shift from dance dramas and plays
to more singing and dancing. Getai star Chng Soot Fong founded a touring
choir at 21 years old before venturing into the film industry with a cameo,
and later rose to fame starring in the 1958 Amoy-dialect film Wandering
Songstress. Other troupe members who went to Hong Kong and became
stars of Amoy-dialect films were Yang Pei Yun and Kwan Sin Ngee (1927-
1996).

Some troupes chose to feature more sensual dances, causing many
to view song and dance troupes in a negative light. But most troupes in the
post-war era touted a relatively serious repertoire.

The first Chinese-language film produced in Singapore after World
War Il, Blood and Tears of the Overseas Chinese (1946), was financed
and directed by Cai Wenjin, leader of the Bai Xue Song and Dance Troupe.
The Shaw Brothers, which had operated cinemas and amusement parks
before the war, also released Song of Singapore, Second Motherland and
Hard Times after the war. All three films featured members of song and
dance troupes that had performed in Singapore.

Singapore's renowned comedic duo Wang Sha (1925-1998) and Ye
Feng (1932-1995) also transitioned from song and dance troupes and getai
performances to the movie industry in the 1970s. They starred in four films
of the Crazy Bumpkins series produced by Shaw Brothers, shot a number
of films in Hong Kong and recorded many popular dialect comedy albums.
This demonstrated the close relationship between song and dance troupes
and the film industry. Members of song and dance troupes and getai were
not only multi-talented, but also key players in Singapore's entertainment
history.
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Tampines, once a rural landscape of villages, farms and sand quarries,
gradually transformed into one of Singapore's most populated towns. In recent
years, the development of Tampines North has initiated a new phase in its
narrative. As a continuation of an earlier piece published in YUAN a decade
ago, we reflect on the past landscape and communities that once influenced
the area.

Tampines is situated on the ancient alluvium formation, with a shallow
layer of red soil sitting above substantial accumulations of sand and gravel.
Created more than a million years ago, this geological feature has rendered
Tampines an important source of construction sand throughout Singapore's
nation-building years.

Between the 1960s and the 1980s, sand mining was a significant local
industry. At its peak, more than 20 sand quarries were active in the area,
generating millions of cubic metres of sand used for construction projects and
land reclamation along the eastern shoreline. The industry utilised sand-sieving
frameworks referred to locally as "palong" (sluice box), mechanical pumps
that channelled slurry through filtering systems, and fleets of Bedford lorries
transporting sand around the island. Unofficial customs also emerged within
the trade, including minor tips given to workers. While sand mining contributed
significantly to Singapore's development, it also created environmental issues
such as water pollution and increased flooding. By the 1980s, more stringent
regulations were implemented, and the last quarry in Tampines ceased operations
in1991.

In conjunction with this industry, rural communities developed and flourished.
Among these, Hun Yeang Village played a particularly important role. The
community was named after entrepreneur Khoo Hun Yeang from Penang, who
acquired a large tract of agricultural land in the early twentieth century. Over
time, the village evolved into a hub for social and economic activities related to
nearby plantations and sand quarries. Shops, coffee stalls and an open-air
cinema along Tampines Road catered to both workers and residents. The
community primarily consisted of immigrants from Nan'an in Fujian, China, and
maintained a network of Chinese schools as well as Tampines School,
the only English-stream school in the area. Religious and clan organisations
were also essential to village life, including Kiew Sian King and the Peh Clan
Association, which continue to maintain aspects of the original community's
cultural heritage.

With the implementation of Singapore's urban development plans, the rural
landscape of Tampines gradually transformed into public housing estates.
Block 809, completed in the early 1980s, was the first residential block in the
new town and signified the beginning of Tampines' evolution. In the following
decades, the region evolved into one of Singapore's largest regional hubs, with
banks, shopping malls, a public library, a significant transport interchange and
community facilities catering to a rapidly growing population.

In recent years, the development of Tampines North has signified a new
stage in the town's progression. Designed as an extension of the current
town, the region combines new housing projects with green pathways and an
enhanced transportation system. Community initiatives such as Our Tampines
Hub have further strengthened social cohesion by integrating recreational,
cultural and civic services within one complex. At the same time, former quarry
areas have been transformed into ecological environments. Locations such
as Tampines Eco Green, previously part of the Tampines quarry scenery, now
provide habitats for wildlife and opportunities for nature education, representing
the ecological revival of past industrial land.

The story of Tampines showcases various dimensions of transformation.
Beneath today's residential neighbourhoods lie traces of former kampong
communities, sand quarries and farming lands. The rise of Tampines North
does not represent the establishment of an entirely new town, but the ongoing
of a long historical process in which each stage of development builds on
the previous one. Transforming red soil and sand quarries into lakes, parks
and modern housing estates, Tampines shows how landscapes altered by
resource extraction can be envisioned as vibrant urban communities while
maintaining remnants of their history.
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