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Across cultures

Teochew Singaporeans

The Teochews are the second-largest of
Singapore’s five main Chinese dialect
groups. Early Teochew .
immigrants worked in -—--.-.__.,
gambier and pepper  pai
plantations. Later on, &

o 4 they flourished in
The Mandarin Punchline e business, education, ;
Wang Xiangyu and Shi Yunding founded T and charitable e
Durian Comedy to introduce Chinese stand- : ' organisations.
up to Singapore, expanding the genre by
engaging diverse communities and partnering

with local creatives. )

Special report (3
Enterprising Journeys
To build their businesses in Singapore,

these new immigrants had to understand
the rhythms and culture of this city.
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%t';r}_ 53 Food talk

Go Nuts for Pistachio
You can now glimpse that
telltale shade of pistachio green
in chocolates, ice creams, cakes,
and even traditional Chinese
desserts. Here's how these nuts
have become one of the most
popular ingredients in sweet
treats.
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The profile

The Mandarin Punchline

Wang Xiangyu and Shi Yunding founded Durian Comedy to introduce Chinese stand-up to
Singapore, expanding the genre by engaging diverse communities and partnering with

local creatives.

Translation: Hong Xinyi

Bornin 1993 in Henan's Pingdingshan (Fa]RgEILL) ,
Wang Xiangyu (E£#F) dreamt of being an astronaut
when she was a child. That led her to a PhD in spaceflight
engineering at Beihang University, but workplace realities
left her weary. After marrying Shi Yunding (A=) , who
had been working in Singapore for several years, she moved
to Singapore in 2021 and began a new life here.

Back then, Singapore still had Covid-19 pandemic
measures, including restrictions for in-person gatherings.
Wang felt lost in this foreign environment. “I like to look
for meaning,” she says. “But during that period, | could
not find any.” She sought comfort in watching stand-up
comedy online. In recent years, this style of performance,
which draws on the comedian’s personal experiences, has
become very popular with China audiences, thanks to web
shows such as Rock & Roast and Roast. ({BROF AR A
K AIHHEREY)

Wang started thinking about introducing Chinese-
language stand-up comedy to Singapore. In 2024, Wang
and Shi launched Durian Comedy (f3EZF) , naming
their venture after Southeast Asia’s king of fruits. “Durian
is unique — you either love it or hate it,” Wang explains.
The extreme attitudes it provokes reminds her of herself,
she shares.

Besides bringing in popular comedians from China
such as Hei Deng, Tang Xiangyu, and Ergou, Durian Comedy
also presented “open mic” events where anybody could
perform. But Wang and Shi soon realised the realities of
such comedy’s appeal in Singapore. The primary audience
here were new immigrants from China. The local youth
had a limited interest in the Chinese language. And while
some older Singaporeans have a stronger foundation in
the language, stand-up comedy from China also draws
on cultural references and lived experiences that local
audiences do not share.

The couple wanted their shows to connect with a larger
local audience. So they set themselves a clear goal: Not
only must local audiences understand the performances
presented by Durian Comedy, they must also be able to
relate to the material.

To realise this goal, they ventured into the community,
teaching stand-up comedy classes and staging performances
at community clubs. Their efforts bore fruit at their Singapore
Xiangsheng & Comedy Festival. Over 700 of the 900-strong
audience for this event came from groups based at local
community clubs, says Shi, and seniors were particularly
engaged. This proved that Chinese-language stand-up
comedy had cross-generational potential in Singapore.

Durian Comedy also worked with Sin Feng Xiang
Sheng Society and NanFang Arts, which are longstanding
Singapore cultural organisations. These collaborations
became starting points for integrating with local culture.
Wang and Shi also linked up with Singaporean comedians,
Chinese-language teachers, and theatre practitioners, and
invited them to give stand-up comedy a try. Comedian
Mark Lee, Golden Horse Award nominee Yong Ser Pin,
and veteran crosstalk performer Johnny Ng, for example,
have all performed in Durian Comedy shows. Stand-up
comedy thus became a space of exploration for people of
different generations and various disciplines, who share
the commonality of working with the Chinese language.

And Durian Comedy is not done expanding the
possibilities here. The company has presented events by
the popular Fan Deng Reading Club in Singapore, as well
as the play Four Generations Under One Roof.

To connect with the younger generation, it is
experimenting with using stand-up comedy techniques
as tools of expression and communication
that are also useful when training for
events such as the inaugural National
Schools Chinese Debate Competition.
Among the feedback that has left a
deep impression on the couple were
some parents’ observations about
how their children’s attitudes towards
the Chinese language changed,
from disinterest to enthusiasm, after
catching a performance — because
that's when they realised this language
can be funny.




Special report

Enterprising Journeys

To build their businesses in Singapore, these new immigrants had to understand the

rhythms and culture of this city.

NIKI HAN

(New Citizen, originally from Dalian, China)
Fashion-lover Han has had a keen sense of aesthetics
since she was a child. In 2004, when she
moved to Singapore to pursue her
studies, she realised she couldn't
find any clothes here that she
liked. To solve this problem,
she founded Nimisski, which
enabled her to source and
sell apparel designed by
others. Han subsequently
decided to pivot to creating
her own designs, to give her
brand a better shot at longevity.
At first, her designs were
flamboyant and opulent. But she soon
realised that local consumers had more utilitarian

LYNN ZHANG

(New Citizen, originally from Anhui, China)

Zhang first arrived in Singapore in 2008, when she was
in her 20s. She soon noticed that she was losing more
of her hair, perhaps due to the hotter weather and more
stressful lifestyle here. That's when she realised that
hair loss was not just a problem for the middle-aged
and elderly. Surely there were more people like her
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Translation: Hong Xinyi

preferences when it came to fashion, in keeping with
Singapore's pragmatic outlook on life. So she adjusted
her style, shifting from designs that made strong visual
statements to ones that focused more on nuances such
as detail and texture. Nimisski started offering clothes
with softer colours and subtler silhouettes. Today, the
brand is known for drawing on Han's cultural heritage,
as well as Western tailoring and the lowkey lifestyle
preferences of the local market. For her, fashion is
no longer just an
expression of her —
creativity, butalso |+ =
reflects a constant -
dialogue with the %5 Ly ¥ 1{‘%"-‘ !

city she now calls %' i'ﬂ&?ﬂ ﬁ i

home. o

facing the same troubles. And thus, her
business, HairPlus Lab, was born.

Research and development
for the company’s products,
as well their testing and
manufacture, are all done in
Singapore. While it initially
had complex combinations
of 40 to 50 products, Zhang
came to realise that consumers
here don't have much free time,
and preferred simpler processes.
She streamlined the core products, and
emphasised their safety and efficacy. Today, HairPlus
Lab counts many local celebrities among its customers.
But it relies on word of mouth, rather than famous
product ambassadors and advertisements, to drum
up new business. For her, the logic is simple: A good
product naturally creates buzz.




FLINT LU

(New Citizen, originally from Liaoning, China)

Lu started with a single karaoke outlet. Today, his Goodwill
Entertainment encompasses hybrid entertainment venues
that offerfood and beverage concepts, live performances,
and multi-genre collaborations. In 2024, the company
listed on the Catalist board of the Singapore Exchange,
enabling it to access more resources, operate with more
agility, and embark on new ventures.

Lu positions the business as a creator of sustainable,
replicable entertainment experiences, and places a lot
of emphasis on cultivating a distinct brand identity.
“Capital is a tool,” he believes.“What consolidates value
is the brand. That determines how consumers remember
you, and how investors understand you.”

AHAYA SHEN
(Employment Pass, originally from Zhejiang,
China)

Brands used to market themselves
to humans. Today, they also have
to market themselves to artificial

intelligence (Al). That's because

consumers are increasingly asking Al
for recommendations. To be noticed
and recommended by Al, brands have
to be recognisable, appear consistently
in trusted channels, and link themselves
to trending topics.
That s the core business of Yuan Labs, founded
by Shen in Singapore in 2025. It helps brands to refine
and communicate their unique traits, and distributes
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Unlike their counterparts in the West, nightlife
venues in Singapore have to operate under stringent
regulations. Within these rules, Lu seeks out creative
space where entertainment experiences can connect
with a broad audience. For example, two
years ago, he debuted a new live
performance concept that delivers
concert-like experiences. He
points out that this industry
has always been built on trust,
which can only be earned over
time, when consumers can see
for themselves whether a brand
always delivers what it promises.

this information through different content platforms,
thus optimising the chances of these brands appearing
on Al's radar.

To do that, members of her team conductinterviews,
collate information, and determine what input to feed
into Al systems. These systems then conduct analyses
and generate reports about the data that constitutes
a brand'’s axis. When distributed, that data (such as
information about a brand’s products) helps Al models
to find, understand, and remember a brand within a
vast ocean of content. At a time when all content can
be replicated rapidly, Shen notes that a brand without
a distinct axis can end up sharing similar narratives
with many other competitors, and become effectively
invisible to Al, and thus to potential customers.
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Across cultures

Five In One Series:

Teochew Singaporeans

The Teochews are the second-largest of Singapore’s five main Chinese dialect groups. Early
Teochew immigrants worked in gambier and pepper plantations. Later on, they flourished in
business, education, and charitable organisations.

Translation: Hong Xinyi
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In 1906, Tuan Mong School opened, becoming
the first of numerous schools set up by the Teochew
community in Singapore. Some of these were privately
run, while others were funded by Teochew clan
associations and charity halls (shantang).

The establishment of Ngee Ann Girls’ School in
1940 was another milestone. As the only girls’ school
sponsored by the Teochew community in Malaya at the
time, it reflected a commitment to gender equality.

Then came Ngee Ann College in 1963. This was the
only institution of higher education founded by the

«  Yueh Hai Ching Temple was set up by Teochew
immigrants, and is believed to have been built
before 1826. It was an important hub for the
Teochew community here, but Ngee Ann
Kongsi took over this leadership role beginning
in 1845.

+  In1933,Ngee Ann Kongsi revised its constitution
and registered itself as a trust and charity
institution for Teochew people. Subsequently,
it managed and founded schools, and offered
scholarships and bursaries for higher education.
To date, Ngee Ann Kongsi has donated billions
of dollars to various causes.

«  Starting from the 1950s, Teochew cemeteries
were requisitioned by the government for
redevelopment. With 34,000 remains left
unclaimed from these sites, Ngee Ann Kongsi
leased a 6ha plot of land to use as a Teochew
communal cemetery (now Teochew Memorial
Park) for these remains.

overseas Teochew community, and aimed to nurture
professionals in technology and business. Now
known as Ngee Ann Polytechnic, it has become a
well-known institution of higher learning for science
and engineering.

Around 1830, Teochew
businessman Seah Eu Chin
rallied the Teochew community
to set up Ngee Ann Kun (later
renamed Ngee Ann Kongsi).

This association purchased land
for Teochew immigrants to use

as burial grounds, including the
70-acre piece where Ngee Ann
City shopping and office complex
now stands. Other Teochew cemeteries

included Kwong Siu Suah in Bukit Timah Road, which is
now the location of Ngee Ann Polytechnic.

Seu Teck Sean Tong, founded in 1916, was the first
Teochew charitable hall in Singapore. The charitable
halls that were set up subsequently came together to
form the Blue Cross Charitable Institution, which in
1945 began to provide medical services, assistance for
the poor, and free burials. Charitable halls established
after World War Il also joined the Blue Cross.

From the 1990s onwards, charitable halls began to
reach out to the wider community with updated and
expanded services and facilities. Some charitable halls
have also obtained Institutions of a Public Character
status.
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Food talk

Go Nuts\for Pistachio

You can now glimpse that telltale shade of pistachio greenin chocolates, ice creams, cakes, and
even traditional Chinese desserts. Here’s how these nuts have become one of the most popular

ingredients in sweet treats.

Translation: Hong Xinyi

Pistachios have become a trendy food in recent years, and they happen to be a healthy choice too. These
nuts are rich in unsaturated fatty acids, plant protein, and dietary fibres, and are low in calories compared

to other nuts.

But their nutritional benefits aren’t the only reasons pistachios have become exceptionally popular. In
2023, influencer Maria Vehera made Dubai chocolate go viral on TikTok. It is inspired by kunafa (sometimes
spelt knafeh), a traditional Arab dessert, and its ingredients include shredded phyllo pastry and a vibrant

green pistachio-tahini cream.

By 2025, American magazine Food & Wine had declared pistachio the flavour of the year. In April 2025,
the price of the nut exceeded US$10 per pound (per 450g) in the global market, a year-on-year increase of

35 per cent.

And demand is still going strong for this versatile ingredient. Here’s how local food businesses are

putting their own stamp on the pistachio craze.

Chocolate, a collaboration

with the creator of the original
Dubai chocolate. This inventive
confection features a blend of
black caramel, red dates, jasmine
tea, buah keluak, salted caramel,
and kunafa, alongside pistachio.
The Gula Melaka Pandan
Pistachio Cake is another
popular offering. For a dedicated
pistachio experience, Patisserie
CLE presents the All Pistachio
Cake, a

Local chocolates

For those seeking the
renowned Dubai chocolate
experience, SGFR is the
destination for the original
creation, Can’t Get Knafeh of
It, alongside a variety of other
local pistachio-infused chocolate
concoctions. A different take can
be found at Chocoelf, which
offers a twist on the Dubai
chocolate trend by using dark

&

layered
chocolate as the base instead of 14y
. . creation
traditional milk chocolate. ..
comprising

pistachio sponge,
a pistachio almond crunch,
pistachio ganache, and pistachio
mousse. Meanwhile, Two Bake
Boys combines textures and
flavours in its Pistachio Kunafa
Banana Pudding, which layers
creamy banana custard with
crunchy pistachios and kunafa.

Ice cream

Gelato enthusiasts can
indulge in classic and elevated
pistachio flavours at Messina,

Creative desserts

Janice Wong offers a unique
and complex Black Caramel

where popular options | g -
include straight - 7
pistachio and

pistachio praline.

A distinctive
alternative is available
at Tofu G, where the
gelato is crafted with a
tofu base, and pistachio
is among the featured
flavours.

Chinese-style treats
Traditional Chinese desserts
are reimagined with pistachios
at Ah Mah’s Legacy, which offers
muah chee generously coated in
roasted pistachios and a gu kueh
filled with toasted pistachios
for added depth. For a simpler
pleasure, Sweet Dots serves a
pistachio paste renowned for
being fragrant, smooth, and not
overly sweet, finished with a
topping of crushed nuts.
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