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H.BH. BK A5, HRHEFRLATH
fEUlamBEREY . W TERBRIXBHIAK
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EEE. BEERH, SXER, KAFH
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TEMJILNEBHRTER, WIVKIEARR
T8, REFBSENIE—EEBE. HEI
KRd, REBENEEFMERHFE. BHER
RAHUKE, —TERERNAHCEINRSHE
w, "HTHUREREAC, IEAENYES
BRBLZERZHENL, EEFNRESEXA
AEARBHNE2E THESAE. XMESE
S5HENERE, REMERESEESENEER
s, E—MERNRE, MEMEREX,
EREST, IBERE—XR, HEFE KRNI
MR- IRREEITHE—THZ, fi
MNAXRABMEX MR, MIEMREN.
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BEE, ARETHNEEN AR REER.
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FFEAENENEEMBRANES, BEE
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HEERXBENREFREEXNRITE, BT —
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A — REMRTAEIXLENREER.
B, 2EARERETNHALBHEFESE]
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BUX, E2EBRIILESINEEFMI2 457
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ZoRBIENEERE . EXERZHEBELTZE
BERE, TFLRE. BMABRALREBCHE
ODHENEEMRE, RRMES, AJURLE
LR, EEOBK, ERERLIBMEES, 8
EfsfE. &h BE. T8, EXSNEERNE
B, SN EKELENER, B
AMBERFERS; EREUNARE, ETEFH
Bm, B/ lETU—BRXETE, BRIEERKE
HNEl, ERE—ERBLRUAEEZ N RRFEE
B, WA mE, md, XEEREESHA
ML EREARSE ERFGHEBRITR,
EXEERZEMIRT1952F, XEFET
WA EFEF 2% (Lee Boon Wang) , —fI
BXIANZAREEF, TN EEZERELETF
MELEX, EELAEITIS. FE. 54,
ROBEFGRMNAERBREPELEECHNESIA
M., £828H: ‘“—MEERAEFERMRERN
FoNER, B, thBiE—MERFR
AN B ANEHRERNGESF, " @
E—1TTEENTRE, E2ERKER,
WMITBRLTEXRNNKELE, VILZT,
EXEZHNAEREETIRRNENSR, MWERA
RETENTZARS . ENEXZHABMME
ENEZEENE—QIEL: ‘BER, BM
mE” 1B,
EXEHEF—PARE, R¥EMHI, 8
YEREFEE, FESBE. #ENNFIFH
=EMB%, EREE—NLEZ, BFIEEZEAN
¥, RRENEMEEE, FRHEARFBIIEME
B, EXEMNNERED, THRPEDMXE
W, NREEHRM, XtUERMATABREERE

KRR, wEXETEE, 7 ENERTR
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ENEZE1961EE1965FHAEFEELS
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BYENEEBRTRILZN, FETRERM L
REERRNYS, MER. gH. BRSE, 6
MEESH <BHE%EY (1888%F) M (BE®Y
(1889%F) . ZFl - HH - FNERBEIET «H
BEHEAY . EtgFEEF, REELE
T —X, BARE, ENEHANURHFESE
W, TRIABENHMEAT TR, X5RFHED
HEZRAEN., i, ATENEZARE
—ERELZITHEENERSEM,. EXE
EHER, BEKES, RAFEREE, BFET
LREH, XLEBR. BENSSEERELL
B, }REFs, MBEHNEXIRINFE, EHE
RRMER. RPHEZENEREE —MAZEHN
B, EEXELRE1990FEREREH,
RREEHENPR., DENERBEN, B
B, B, AUEEERZANEE T
NHIREE K,

17E181HM 4, HABEER =M =B
X (RARBREZ) LHER, HHRH “H=
HEeWRNEARYE . FHERUARHEE
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AMEXETT, FHAMELERIOSIE. B
mE. EHRMNEE, EEMHRENRR, X554
METHENZEZENEX, EAESEERZN
RIEEX, LEMBHE, REXZIEHNINESH
H MEERIEME. BE5ER;, BEERIE
BHEN EFHNIER; ERIMBEMER, BR
ERMETSRTHNLR. Bit, —@BEUNEE
MiErE, HELE—RXTEH. XL UE.
FEMEFALERANIENERESERIE. BRA]
ERURFEXNEMZT, 5405 M3

BEXSEE, IS M— MRS HER, RREBAIE
&, BRNEESRRTRAANBERY, EELHNE

MR, ZHNFAVRR, LHELABLEEML
R BIE. KIEFH, BEREHFEAENG -
#HEE/R (Jan Brueghel de Oude) E# 7T
BYMNERAY, ZEXT., FAL - BRIESX
(Georgia O’Keeffe) % H=EH “WRE
XEHEZE , wEELARERK, THE
MEE, fEE MR . EENENE

ZHBR— ZARRTIMAKRE

EEREMTEHE, ERREZRBHAR
RRAAEANEHTE. AN “BHER
PR MFRT - REEEHY, RBARX
ANBAREME, MIRIKKEDNT L,
HERRUEFEEE; ‘HAEEE 5%
HAEXNEHEENRRREOELMUNR
LW, BENEARBRNEN XS @RS
RiEX, RMASERR-ARARE.

R CHE: TXE. FABZRB &5
AERBET, BEBHARHMHE R~
BA. BEEATE. BAMKEZ (Daniel
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M, FlmsiER KIEERE M REEERE
iy . REREZARKXMEZHE - RER (Andy
Warhol) T A R8HE F 22 [0 BNl 450 R B & HE 51 &5
R, BEHTZAEFHLNDR,

IMEXENERBEN, tREREZRS
BERAFH. RELBEETL, XREZRAM
MEMENER, PREXENERRBHLE
N, AR AR AERERFEHRENEA
REL, TEAX, BEFM1990F Rz FA 1818
FleERE. HNER—BEFASRMEE, B
TESETETERMKERE, BMRED
TPARE.

ERERSE, FEAKIE
EXERMMA, BENFEE, R2B
BA, BOBRAML. BHE, BT RE—F
e, HRESM=IRNT. BEOEE, Be
BANERHNBHTFERESER, SRHE
SLIBRZEAFEEE, H2hTREFL

Teo Tong How, 1943-) , tiE4EZZ R,
KEXFAMZAR, EHMEEENZAEFZ
—. FIMERRE—NOEREYERBENZAR
BEIARBE WL KF iz (Loke Wan Tho) .
FMAEREREENY, REXEDTUERR
B, BRNtsafAANKER. BAEVEMERZE
NEBRBEER, LEBRABVNSEEERK
B, flARRRE, —FULERERBEERZE
KRR

EEFELTHER/NMNERR, KRENNF
BEVTEEFZFRAIEES LR R, 1960F
K, EBRNERARZHFEERNE, LEL
FHRHEZARNMBE. 2009F, A TBEAH
(Waterloo Street) 512X EREA (Queen
Street) 2225 EAHHZFE (Catholic High
School) [Hif (XEGEMAFERHMT) ,
L2200 AFITIMARIE, B —ELEEZAH
O, FEZEH—PREMIh “RAAERE
FEWREEKCENNRIRZARM, CEEH
MFARETZARER, WERZZFANEZSHAGIE, fth
HRXAZRZRF (Goh Soo Khim) Z7F €I %in
WEEZEVMEI, 1981FFMIX LK,
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WILRE, FIMENBZLERINEZS,
PEBRBLEET
R

M #HERE, ZEEEIR ‘RE" , EXZARBKRE
%y, BEERHRY , 2021F11H27H.

(21 EEMm

[3] Chua Mia Tee, The Art of Chua Mia Tee: A
Portrait of a Life's Work, Marshall Cavendish
International (Asia) Pte Ltd (GB) , 2018
F10AH IR,

4 KARZFOR. MAM. MERHE (FLZR
EaR—KEZEIZFEY , N\NFXLEESH
bR, 202110 A%,

(EBRETIFLIET. KEER. BHERSE
Bt, sXBLATEEEEEFLAZREN
Dr Chua Yang#1Mr Daniel TeoRJER 1% K ik
iZR)

KAZHFF—IPSABBMAR

thEEEGENRELFLERIFERN
REENTMIBEAFRFE, KEREZEMNE
AHEKEDW (Lim Bo Seng, 1909-
1944) RHMEAENBE SN TS M
FE, FEPERNMEEBREBEASASR
B 455 A ——136 BN, F1944FF
ETHETFIRETEEN, DEEAERE
KMTFEEMRBERE, KARZMNIINEHE
XM (Lim Loh, 1851-1929) 2
BHELENEZAY, BREHEARET,
HEHRL, BN ALK, EF1900F
RHEEEYE, EZSLE, AOHFM
KEZHLERNER, I “EZRTLE
2 FBIBT (Victoria Memorial Hall) <
[HE<KXJE (Old Parliament House) «
R W= (Hong San See Temple) . B
Kiki@fh (Goodwood Park Hotel)
F UHZMETARNE. L FHE
%mL%ﬁ%E’\] “MEXE" ZMEEHNIE
E, BRRHEBRRELLEMRNER XY
RIFEAL,

Lee Boon Ngan,
The Painter Who Loved Flowers

In July 2025, The Private Museum located on Wilkie Road in Singapore
held a major retrospective art exhibition titled, "The Art of Lee Boon Ngan:
Celebrating 60 Years of Singapore through the Love of Chua Mia Tee & Lee
Boon Ngan". Prime Minister Lawrence Wong attended the opening as the
guest of honour, paying tribute to the two masters in his role as Singapore's
leader of government. Subsequently, during his National Day Rally address
that year, he specifically highlighted the profound sense of national pride
and patriotism he felt conveyed in the paintings of Lee Boon Ngan and Chua
Mia Tee.

For the female artist Lee Boon Ngan (1939-2017), this was likely the
most significant exhibition she had ever been part of. Nonetheless it was
still not a solo exhibition where she could gain recognition solely for her own
accomplishments. Nor was she able to witness the moment or participate
in the opening dressed in her finest attire. Regrettably, Lee Boon Ngan, the
wife of Chua Mia Tee—one of Singapore's most renowned realist artists—
never garnered the recognition her own works and artistic accomplishments
they deserved. Only a limited group of people close to the couple knew
that she was an exceptional artist. Dr Chua Yang, one of the curators of
the exhibition, experience immense pride in her mother alongside profound
sadness over this long-standing neglect.

To many outsiders, Lee Boon Ngan seemed to have existed consistently
in the shadow of Chua Mia Tee's fame. However, her artistic achievements
were remarkable in their own way. Chua Mia Tee commended her technique
and expressive strength frequently in public on numerous occasions, even
halting his flower paintings in the 1980s as a gesture of respect for her
mastery. With a humble and genuine spirit, Lee Boon Ngan might have been
the sole artist in Singapore to have established her artistic identity and
reputation predominantly through the theme of flowers.

As a gentle and gracious wife and a patient, detailed-oriented mother,
she harboured no grand ambitions or desire to become a professional artist.
She paid little attention to titles, strongly believed that "success" ought to
be determined by oneself. She possessed strength and a subtle confidence,
never feeling inadequacy—satisfied with her life and without regrets. Many
art collectors encountered her paintings initially when they visited the home
to acquire artworks by Chua Mia Tee, only to be captivated instantly by the
brilliance of her art. They praised her generously and some even turned into
loyal fans. A president of the Philippines once collected her work—indeed,
she always had collectors and an appreciative audience.

Lee Boon Ngan married Chua Mia Tee in 1961, and the couple remained
devoted to each other for 56 years. They often worked on paintings side
by side in their home studio. Yet every morning, they dressed neatly, as if
preparing themselves to go out to work, even though the rooms were just
short distance apart. They greeted one another with earnest formality before
beginning their day's work—painting. Socrates is well-known for stating that
"an unexamined life is not worth living." For them, this conscious sense of
ritual, served as both a way of self-affirmation and a reminder of their purpose.
It symbolised that even if the physical environment stay unchanged, the
significance and essence of life could still evolve with time and purpose.
Their life of self-reflection and self-discipline was a balance between rational
thinking and a grounded, realistic perspective n everyday life—a profoundly
intellectual decision. From that subtle insight arose a way of existence: to
experience every moment as if observing the world for the first and the last

time.
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In the lunar seventh month of 1922, Kwong Wai Siew Peck San
Theng held a seven-day-and-night Grand Universal Salvation Ritual, the
first ceremonial event of its kind conducted by the Chinese in Southeast
Asia. Since then until 2023, Peck San Theng had held 15 Grand Universal
Salvation Rituals irregularly. Apart from engaging Buddhist monks, Taoist
priests and nuns (bhikkhunis) to recite scriptures, Hakka zhaigu (vegetarian
nuns) have also been invited to perform the rituals since 2017.

This ceremony seeks to prevent ancestors who died in foreign lands
from becoming wandering spirits. The objects of these rites can be broadly
understood as ancestors honoured by their descendants, forebears taken
care of by associations, and unattended wandering spirits redeemed through
the spiritual power of the ritual experts, showcasing the importance of both
filial piety and religious charity.

During the ceremony, ritual experts recite sutras and perform penance

n o«

for these “ancestors”, “forefathers” and “wandering spirits”, who are then
rescued from purgatory through the Taoist “Breaking the gates of Hell” ritual,
before being guided by Buddhist monks to cross the celestial bridge,
embark on the ark of salvation, and attain rebirth in the Pure Land. The
ceremony also includes rituals that bring blessings and good fortune to
the living.

The earliest inscription on the Grand Universal Salvation Ritual at
Peck San Theng emphasises that it was a “commemorative” rather than
superstitious ceremony. Its purpose was to ensure that “the spirits are at
peace, and people from all walks of life including gentry, merchants and
devotees would donate generously to accumulate boundless merit, forge
friendships and bring blessings to many”.

After the 1990s, leaders of Peck San Theng promoted it as a centre
for the local Chinese community to honour their ancestral roots and pay
respects to their forefathers. For this reason, it changed the Grand
Universal Salvation Ritual from an irregular event to a regular one held
once every five years, promoting Peck San Theng’s status as a bastion of
Confucian culture centred on benevolence and filial piety.

The Grand Universal Salvation Ritual held by the Guangzhou,
Huizhou and Zhaoqing communities in Singapore has evolved from one
that emulated the commemorative redemption ritual of the Pearl River
Delta, to a cross-cultural and multi-ethnic ceremony that emphasises the
importance of Chinese culture and filial piety, offering insights into the

transnational transmission of Chinese culture and its local adaptation.
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Depot Road: Layers of Memory in
Singapore’s Southern Hills

Depot Road is a short stretch of road located in Singapore's southern
region, yet it encapsulates the larger trajectory of the nation’s urban evolution.
Nestled on the northern slopes of Telok Blangah Hill, this two-kilometre stretch
has evolved from a colonial military logistics hub into a blend of residential
areas, arts and green space. lts narrative encompasses not merely one of physical
redevelopment, but also the interplay of different eras that has shaped a complex
urban identity.

The name "Depot Road" originates from its earliest function as part of
the British army's central military supply depot. The colonial government
established a series of military installations along the southern coast of
Singapore. Ammunition depots, barracks and camps, like Alexandra Barracks
and Gillman Barracks, were interconnected in a hidden yet essential logistical
spine. For civilians, this was largely a restricted zone; for soldiers and local
labourers, it served as a lifeline supporting imperial military operations.

As Singapore progressed towards self-governance and independence,
Depot Road underwent a transitional phase. Between the 1960s to the 1970s,
industrialisation transformed the area into a light industrial zone featuring metal
workshops, transportation companies and repair services. At the same time,
kampong homes, vegetable farm, workers’ dormitories and small businesses
appeared along the slopes and foothills. Military bases, civilian communities
and industrial operations coexisted within the same environment. This
coexistence imparted a distinctive character to the area-neither entirely urban
nor rural, marked by the odour of engine oil, moist earth, sea breeze, along
with the noises of workshops mixed with distant bugle calls from nearby camps.

In contrast to other areas of Bukit Merah, Depot Road urbanised at a
slower pace. Its uneven terrain and complicate land ownership delayed
large-scale redevelopment, thereby enabling greenery and semi-rural living to
continue longer than elsewhere. This "delayed modernity" eventually served as
a benefit for planners as it allowed them to integrate housing with nature rather
than eliminating it entirely.

By the late 1980s, the HDB initiated the Depot Road public housing
project. New flats introduced residents to contemporary high-rise living, with
the hills nearby serving as recreational and ecological areas. Walking trails,
morning Taiji sessions and informal social interactions on forest paths became
integral to everyday life. Depot Road thus appeared as an early example of
what could be called "urban hillside living", where dense residences coexist
with easily accessible green spaces.

Religious and community institutions further enhance the area's social
fabric. Hindu temples, Taoist shrines, and clan associations stand side by side,
reflecting Singapore's pluralistic society. These institutions serve more than just
spiritual purposes; they ground collective memory, migration histories and
social networks that link current inhabitants to past generations of settlers.

Perhaps the most notable symbol of Depot Road's change is Gillman
Barracks. Built in 1936 as a military base, it subsequently transformed into a
contemporary arts hub, featuring galleries and creative spaces within preserved
colonial buildings. This adaptive reuse signifies a shift from closed, functional
spaces to open, cultural environments. Yet even this transformation is not final.
With potential residential development under consideration, Gillman Barracks
once again finds itself on the threshold of transformation, reflecting the ongoing
evolution of the area.

The Defence Technology Towers, now situated on the former supply
depot location, contribute an additional aspect to this narrative. From colonial
supply chains to advanced weaponry, the area continues to meet national
requirements, though in significantly different ways. Some technologies,
such as Thermal Imaging Screening Devices, were modified for commercial
purposes, illustrating how military infrastructure has been transformed in an
innovation-focused environment.

The importance of Depot Road is found not in any one feature, but in
the various layers of meaning it holds. Colonial control, industrial aspirations,
community life, cultural manifestation and technological advancement all
coexist within the same environment. Set against the backdrop of the hillside
corridor, the past and present engage in continuous dialogue. This provides the
city with a richness that goes beyond just steel, concrete and glass.
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