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Sun Yu Li: Abstract Sculpture Artist

Sun Yu Li (b.1948) is an artist based in Singapore renowned for his
expansive abstract urban sculptures. Born in wartime Nanjing, China, he
was raised in a family with notable historical and cultural impact—
his father was a prominent political figure in Taiwan, and his mother was
the first Chinese female journalist to cover the battlefield during the Anti-
Japanese War.

Sun studied architecture at Chung Yuan Christian University in Taiwan
and later engaged in academic research in the United States, where he
became a professional architect. Following their marriage, he and his wife
eventually established their home in Singapore, where her family was
well-recognised. There, Sun moved from architecture to a dediated full-time
artistic career.

Sun is internationally acknowledged for his abstract public sculptures,
which are exhibited in more than ten countries and regions, including Singa-
pore, mainland China and Taiwan. Some of his works have been specifically
requested by collectors in the United States and are greatly esteemed. His
works focus on exploring the connection between form and space, centred
on the fundamental elements of point, line and plane. His sculptures reflect
a profound intellectual engagement with philosophy, mathematics, geometry
and the principles of nature.

Deeply inspired by classical Chinese cosmology, Sun references
the He Tu and Luo Shu——two ancient diagrammatic systems that have
influenced Eastern philosophy and culture for centuries. These enigmatic
patterns underlie foundational concepts in the / Ching, the Five Elements,
numerology and Feng Shui, and they persist in shaping interpretations of
nature and the universe in Eastern philosophy.

One of Sun's most acclaimed pieces is "Harmony" (2001), commis-
sioned for the Singapore Suzhou Industrial Park in China. The monumental
sculpture embodies his artistic principles of symbolic simplicity and
rational harmony. It received extensive praise and has become a well-
known local landmark. In recognition of the cultural importance of his
work, both China and Singapore issued commemorative stamps, and the
Singapore Mint released gold, silver and copper coins to pay tribute to the
piece. Sun used extensive digital simulations to analyse and determine the
deflection trajectory of every metal component. Experiments on wind
resistance were conducted to verify structural integrity. The sculpture was
fabricated and installed by the largest shipyard in Shanghai. Subsequently,
the Singapore government enlisted renowned glass artist Loretta Yang from
Taiwan Liuli (crystal glass) Gongfang to create ten miniature glass replicas
as official national gifts. This was the sole instance where Yang's studio
produced commissioned works not based on their original designs since its
establishment in 1987.

Beyond technical expertise, Sun is a thinker of exceptional insight. He
often contemplates on how humanity has progressed from a blank infancy to
a rational comprehension of the world. To him, true artists are those who not
only master the tools of their craft but also explore the internal relationship
between reason and emotion, science and imagination.

A firm believer in Topology and the symbolic frameworks of the He Tu
and Luo Shu, Sun seeks to clarify philosophical truths through visual
reasoning. His approach combines the scientific rationality of an architect
with the artistic sensitivity of a philosopher, creating a unique cognitive
structure that shapes his work.

Sun Yu Li's ultimate intellectual aspiration is to showcase the
outcomes of his lifetime of thoughts in the esteemed journal Science —
a goal that transcends the boundaries of conventional art and defines his

singular place in the global art scene.
YURN 6
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B, RWEANFEARRE, FENHXH
MEZENA,

EFEERRAENSAH, RMWBRERSF
Z8, FEtESREE. IFEEERE, HEF
RRBRFENZELREL, RGP, EHE
ERMEHHEE, B BIARRNE SRR
NEH, BRETZANEES5REANBEH,

1980F, MEEHE, AN ZIAIEK
FANTHFHNEL. AAEFABHEBRCE, F
REELEBLHRNE, ZELMEEN ., EX—F
B, RWETHARFEENET, RAZINE.
EREHPENERER, HEAANED - B=
WIMREZ B (Martha Graham School of
Contemporary Dance) ES TRZWMKE
W,




19885, RMEZEBAMMPZATRIFRAER (LR

SHEBSE MibF

IMEREZTFEIEITE, F1982F6H
EXBRZARZERN L% - TEY F, L«
mEY MKERPBEEY SR, FBRITAM
HEESEENFR. —FF, thXE1985F
B «EHY EEBsE, L KEB 5 <ER
RIRY EERZE, FURESHHEE. K
HREMEEMRB, AHNEEREIANBETZTH
SR, lkE, 1986 Fmm JLEWRELESR
TR GERMFEY , B KKEAEY 5 <X
%Y F/him, BEENZABEE5HRENKER
RIGWEE,

1988F, RMWBEZBENH MK Z AT 6I1E
MRFER «<ZiwY . ZEILFEHIENREK,
EMMEEBTERROMNKREER, W B
AR®Y BRN ‘FMEELEURFAERXHIH
REER . 1989F, WEILERRBZFET —
N UUBRFAR RNZAREERE, 88 ‘2
NEXRRE" . ZFERIL3Z6SNEFEIIF
KEIJMMERETE. PZEE. BRER. 8
AA. FEEESHEEE.

MEZFER1992F, METHSRE, ¥F
FoIEFEm. XLEERBIE CESY (#5)
(The Rite of Life <Nuo Dance> ) #
<3y (The Homing Fish) , #F1994
FHIMANREHAGREL ., BEE2002F
HittE, RZIIBERAEEXLEKEH. RWE

£ AR

R Z-

FEBEHF, X¥NBEERMZIRAHE, K
BEASSMXIES, SMFEKEZENH
H, EE—XEHFEREL2018FS MK
LA CFRLFY , EK: “BHLA=RH
BRETZE, REMEMZARBEERSS
.
SMBE—EBNFENEEZANLE, &
NESELARAMRTE, BEHE LRAMTE.
MABRBNESTENRNT, BEZANEGR
E58H, HEBAMMSIEARESNE. 1995
F, WRRFMBEREEARE —XhE, 1L
REMEZ AN EMRH. 2014F, A
EHMBERATHABELRIN “FmE

BAET , B EET NIRRT
ko

AWENESSHFEZRRE, HANE—
NEAR, EE—Us|9ESXKE. wAESD
ERERHEKE, WATEHRRZANTESS
B, T eWBE, Mmn& MK EH
o WHBERERSEELERE, TRBARTH
Y, MARRRRN—RELX,

MERD
2018 £ KL FHH CFEAEFY , A=A ZTH

(fEER AT FIFLNIEE)

YURN ‘
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RAET AR B M N Z 272012

., ABEFE MR R A0 BN & R R

. ERMBHEEASTRERDSESK,

mEtRESKz—, BEBRNEBTEZRRHN

M&., BTRILE, EERRDESENNFT RS

b, REEEIMIBEESEBEEL. thiEENE

BHRAXZEE-LEFHEEZSEIE (A capella) ,

BRERRZALR, BEEKEBEST—HKH
WREEH,

HILBRAUB BT ESEDLRHKREZT, &

RELERMEMRESEHALELERRENHEE,
ILFPER—AFRERIMRRIEE, TRA
Rt ‘MR o NBLENL, SN
MARHERRNSIBLERE, BRBREEEHRL
Z, AERMNFMBEREL LARE.

HET1961FNEDRERE-IHBES
FREMRE. MNR, HNEBRERES
i, THRNZERREBREERRNZE, MMl



MTERB/RKK., HHFFFHLRERIE
K, —PERPXZAREKH, HI—PEREF
AH, MNBELEER. EKEXHE—1
FERGNRES, BERER, BENRARTS
REFE/LA. BELIAMNTERT, F5F

T, mBIRIZAMRE, 18R PRV —RE
RRIEEREFE, EEHRHMNEZ. E=ZFHMN
FFE e, fhtaegtik.

HREMEET, MIATTR=Z%EES
MEE/ILESIEHE, YNtRE105, TERE
FRONE, MtENRTHR=ZFLEFEE. B
TERFRNEBABZ-2MELE, RAME
B4, TEHRRAETEE. ReBEZI, fb
BENEEFRNOFAMRZMWARN, ENFR
MNEESNTEFHHREL.

SRERENVE, ENRHEAZARH
ENEHEATR=ZLERESNESTEF
H, EAPFENERIFIE. RKBMESF. 44
BEREERNRENNGR, SBEEDRAREE,
BRNfA EXDHBNRFR, FREBEARE
RNk, BFHN, RINELNBRMKIERE,
RARENBETFIEE. PENRMBEMMES
FFEEBHEATH —EZSRBE. TRt
ETRNRMERER LNEREN, KR
HEKNEZS.

BHEVE, MAERR. SREZF, &
To 5 AT BB AR HE 45 # A 00 35 32 i R B 5 B A
(8SC) , MARXITHEIRT HF,

NEDFRX—EEME AN EMEART
MEEZXRE, 2MTEXEEBHAZE. BX
FIEFHBAEMIEE, BTHZEHFREE (A
capella) . HFREREMNE, XEBRAMNM
BE. SEMAELEMHR, TESHNEXRE
B, EMBEH, X—YVEEIAREMNEIEN
I

£ 5 F1985F el FH MK E 2 KFEH
PR, EVEMHREBEEERES, REHRH
AEEMBHNERELASHE, HBNE, FELHE
B, fbFl A IR ECIDIFEELEZFTRFE
REBHAMEAKRKXEIBEA, BHEEBHEIFIM
BENEEARSEI /N,

FHEBOFER, FMKHEITRE TIRINGE

e (ECAC) HRUEHMS, ATHALZM
WONED, TEEPESTRX ., RN
BEHPLBTHAERNEIERA: —12MADavid
LimFJennifer TanisSHNEFEEHA, TIE
BRI, B—IEFFHRENSFABA, ©
I8 A S2ER

BENSFHNESFEDEDEMILE, Wt
K. BB, K. XMEKSE, 1987F, &h %
HHEZHTYRERESEHAE—RSNEED

BIBLE, BRRBE, XARBBTEDRN
REABENED, DRETHEAIBXERE
TEERL .

19884, HFMIFHE TBEREF F A KR
BriE “GIEE8ITL , EREBEINS
FREINRESN—FHARBEESZI. S#
BOAANE, EhREEMALEE., XTI
BN RREXEHERZRRNEFEAIBIEER
BRAFTMFINEEEZRFHNEIBIEE.

1990F, B RABTHEBMAN LS
&, FREHRE, ARSLBERSRERMEL
NEBREMRSRAARELES. BEE,
ERABEBRINENHOHNEBREER., &

BEERAE, ERAGBEABITENT Z
REBHNS, IEH—REREH. FARSZ
NMERIE., EHEE, HEBABRENERE
IEAR RSN, MNPIEESIERSE,

1990F6H, ENRIEENEZFITVE
FHRAEBHACNETHE, RAE—ITERRT
(Eisteddfod) EFFABLEEPIBNERE




é (EYFE

IBHE, EhRMNEENEINERNEEZET
RNEFZHANSERT. MBEE, thS%ES
FMIEEEE. RERVIAFEREGIBE. XI5
AEHE. #ZFTEREEBE. A BPFEEIE
BAMERABRFEHREERE, EHRFHE REIE
ANEPFrEEE T . Riva Del Garda Concorso
Corale Internazionale. LlangollenE[F& k&
T fEEPohlhelmEfF&IBLEEE. EEMende-
Issohn-BartholdyE & 1&g LL | SRR,
1989ZF 199048, HMMEMEZEHEBU L Z
EfthfEENELSF T YREFEREGEANEAR, @
AKETHURREESWNA.

FHZEIOFER, RIEBHRETXBZFHE
FMEEE. REENRAZER, & “Sing
Singapore” &5, HHENERBIANAE,
FAREEXBNNE, XRAREBNIES, —
RRIEE BN MIER I, XEH PIGE T &
BzENMESERMNERN,

SR ASIEEI

1993%F, ENRHWET “TMKFFX”,
XEFTMESFNRSRE, UREMESRB
FARVIBUWE KRR, 1996F, BN HRARE
B, BAEEN. AAENMHENESHEE
ARK, EXHAZRMHNVIE, ENEMNES
B¥Z, MARKI—BITHRER,

ETE—SENEDNRBA THERUE, #
2LERBASGES, BEZANZREEHK
BiE, HhaEEZHNTHZEERA. £%FT
MBZREBARERKAIBH. KRERYRZE
REEBHALREKKEGEBA, tid, BB Em*
BTKRFEIERE (NTU Choir) MfsiE,

METRENRESEATEMRELELMIRK
HIgE . AT, 1990 F b RLEY & IE
FRiERE, SMmEZNWales International
Eistedfodd&I&LE %, RAEFAHBE. A FAH
TEURNATE, BE=1BNE. ZRIkM
HE, IREERFFRFB (Royal Academy
of Music) HITERS5HE3],

1998, B R HNE L FI TR F R
REGBAZBEESN— 1 EKENEIBLLRE,
RRATFHABE, URESHRBLEERTZE, fiAA
ME-RFERRERERX, 1999F, A AX
AISWHEY ‘X" . 20004F, fEEMF

ETNE—RBEMLTEBILE, MREERE
HirERBLEEDTMALEFRMEFRTF, T
S EABA SRS, 20014F, kR ET
“EMEZEARKRE KRS,

2000, £ EEREMILTAIBT (Choir
Olympics) ERMF 21T, XZ2—HEBERR
KEMEERE, SE5NSERRZEILAA, I
TR, BB TRESFHIYRZEREIBA,
HELEBEFREANEM, EXBEAEREREG
KEATE

2002, #EZFTVIEBAEETRZRN
BET, TERHAREN —TEREBLERFPR
REeHEEE, 2004FE=FHREGELERE
EEET, EREEESFITNRZRRTKL
FHRBE, #ZHNITYMEERKESEEBAN
RARKATE., BFE, ENHRE-XITBAE
®IZFF, BEEREBLEENITE,

EfFS&MIEIERELR

2006, Z—NMEREHER—HRE
IEttE (World Choir Games) fEHEE|]2
7. BT REZF TYRZREKXEBEAR
RERARTE, REDVREREBEARRKR
FAEBE, BF, EERFEFTHAIBLERES,
ENRASHZFHTVRZEREEE, RKkLiH
BEZE,

2008 FHEBAFIZETHE T REREIBLER
B, REDYVRZREBEAEEDFNEE TR
REABE, UEME=ZEXR2YRERE
¥, 20105, EREHFITHAELLED, #%
MIEVMEFREEBARK=A"TE: 2HFH. X
RARBEH, EHROENERKSGRIERE
BEX,

20114, FmEm kRt (COMPASS)
BRYEDR ‘IR, UREMREFZARK
MM ERTHR,

20125, P RERMAMEDHEITHE
28/EFBER - FAFESBEEFEIRSHHNE
AN EYRERER, HFREZFHTYREFR
RIEAREANSH, GFEATH. X5RH. B
FEHAMTEH, 20135, fhHAFMFEIL X
FERAERERRTETHER LHEEEZNE
BLEEARESTHAARBH=1TE3NBE.

2013F, SHENHFRENEMN, SFHE



FURFFEFNFNHET R, SHHHFBK
INARRAFEMNAKNED, BFEZENAT
FRLERRGEMBFTHE, LBEAZHNE. fb
BENBETHSNEREME RED AN
R, IMVIRARZREN, BREXFHITH
TWW%¢%ﬁ'ﬁa&KﬁﬁﬁEﬁ%%%h
L, AUAXLLERRBEAERETRESHR
BEZRRMESD, ﬁa%%ﬁé%l%mﬁ
T. B, FRNZIMHERENTFERETH. R
%WM Eﬂﬁmﬁéﬁﬂz ERFH IR H
, Ef IR AR AR S A THREBBCAXFNHERNMINRERE, RE
2m5$,ﬁﬂﬁm N4 S F LY RF B E EMEMLEETEZEERRNRT. FMEEE—
BEASESZRBTHUMXINBER, HE T, CRE-ZFXPIRENER,
THEEEFRAEES LN, 2016578, UEFRRNBEDREMNESBEERLL
ENRMFMEELAZABANBSMT 64t REEN LR, RtbEBAKRNN, BRFE
ERFEaREY, ZEFMRE-—IZES ML E ZOMRE, KIBig, AEERREXREX
BEHNNEEE. FRTHE, BEHEENRK B, #REHANEMSBERIRSET
BIMNEHHNSE5REREDT —HRTHRBL W, ABEFLORBEH JLUZEHRMEN
BEIRERNMHE, 20165128, BERATE BENABEERE —FHMIHNFE, X
ILIERIBEANZIMZEAT — NS EBER MEEBELNTRE B, MBLERTE

T1ES, FRAFZFEWT: BR. KEE. BTE.

20185, B RHAFMBEELRFES MME. XEZFE. Dawn Yin. Joyce Low.
ﬂﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁuifi?%ﬁ%é%&ﬁ_i Max Lam. Justin Goh. Z¥HxR. ZE®.
EFERZART (Llangollen International BME. EXH. Robin Ng. Gerald Tan.
Musical Eisteddfod) . ERXARZUMHR= Adyll Hardy. 2% . Shah Salleh\
ABEZZ— MK (Luciano Pavarotti) Benedict Goh. RFH. MAERME. FHH.
k&BHI: “Choir Of The World Award— Rose Loh. MBHW. FFiFk. Sean Foo-

Pavarotti Trophy” ., X—XEXK&IEBHE RN HF . Bae Jong Woo -+
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BRTHSERERBEAUN, EHRED
B TEIMREEGER, EEMZHEHRR
H, UNEBHBBZAR, 20014F, HEH
MFEAERTKHNFERS RS BKE
ERY—XBEBERKENEREA, &
BEDRIEBEREFQFBE, RIK
Z%&MBHE (The Vocal Consort) . ¥4
NEFEIZAHPE (Commonwealth
Secondary School) AW, BrLAEE
DEREEENER, HRUENEE
BXBHARATL,
TZEBHAEE—ENKE, £
BREAXBERTHSLE, ZRESRS LR
B, TR ARMFIE. TEHNEAF
ERHEUE, FNNRNEEBEEX
W, YAXATENEBEH. EHRR
BACMAR, SIEEEBIHME KB
ML ZMERREKLFT (Siglap South
Community Centre) , #k&3EH),
EFEREDFHREAN—TEER,
EMMERFRINIZN “FNKEEZAR
%” (Singapore Choral Artists) ,
XPMAMEAGENRFELZIHNER, B
SEHMNFEEDIRLER. RLES
BEEWE=ZREMNIEE, EPFARE
FhE, —RI2IHE. FEHAELEH
EAZXHKEEEE&SR, FARLE
B H .
FMFEWE—ZXTLZTmEAN—
XEVEERA, BHEETLHEEBA.
XLEFRFMNPEBREFS A
RMHAOCERRMEST, L THT
XUV FEHMEREH., SFNEABERSI
BEE, AFMENEEBZARALTAME
W, WATHZAEBTE, BEARTHF
ZHIEBANA., ENRE—NUTLEEE
7, BREBELT VL ERERAMMiEE, &
EONHEMEM MY TREG, S
NEREEBEAEEMNFZEZNEIBL
BHIAER, AHMEHRT X LM

A
Ii

/\ £ 3 M B E 6O 4,
% 1B 24 4 3 A4S K AR, R
B 1TERN0FEFTAENMS;
ROk, BREE, BREE. FE. R, EE—
RKE;, BEEEEIL, xARL, UEEE
M RAKEBHEIMATmR, XEFMME? 34
FHHME, EXENFHREE, TIBEERST
X, ANtEN&ERILE, RIVERSEI%,
FHERMERBEA50ET, TEIMFALHHE
%, BTHIBH “BE=1HR" , MIZ60FGF,
4 H (2025%) , FiMEAYERFAEBCERE
ShARET,

“HZETIEENERMS M, — /&%
N REBR BAFEERMIEENE
fit, £ “EEEZR" (nation-state) HIHE
2, THREBIANXE, EYREREXH
A, FHMY, REERBANEE—NR
B B—HXfk. E—HRE. E—WiIEEM
BE—HERINE.

HMFEEMEREY, KEXBE IR
o ‘BEBARBIGNEL T HMBIX A A&, #
mABTHMBEA. 7 (FEXE, 2011, ¥270
M) ®AER, EAEFMNE, BEFMKEH
ME, REFMBEANBESA LR, REBA
2RUNEFRAINNEHINGE .

FMEEHET “BEMERME" (imagined
community) WEXREM., %, FINEED
BR#tS, ZXKFHRELIIRB=ZKXXH,
MEERERFAEMER, HMEHEELIANX
B, BZEA. BXA. DEAZTBEHMEK,
ZERTECH “HE” . SEMERMEL,
FMFEHEEE —BRKIEZWERRE, EE—
HERREMRINEIE, FMHEAMIZIH
B, REAAMZ RSN, Rt REER/
RERE,

EMEFEFHMBEEINET, AJiEEER
mMEAEMBE R THEMY, EXBRMNMBHAAS
HMARTTEIR, E3ZFELH, maRFMEM
ADRBITER, siEAITHE, HEABEK
A, HERE, WERBEKAMIL, TR
MBHYEK, Z2FEFFEEL—IPEERE ‘B
RATAWNSRAL (MAZ “BRAND
kAT ), BRRUABEE., WERIZERS,



ShNDGE xEEil 2 1%

# XE - BES

BRANTMEREREIRALKEL—EKRD
B, 2R — KR,
FMBERCEBEEENARE, BRTHES
FeoR. BB FERKEERBRZN, BEE
AFEANZTABENHtS IEYHANERE
R, CAREBEY—TREA—HNFIMEHLS.
RIBARZEZREH (B. Anderson) KIEIL,
RENBIHZET -1 “EEHHEREK" .
FMFELREN, EETURBELHEMART
BEREMEZENE N, MI60FLUK, Fm
FREEN - LEEZHEBEVEREIR, i
REENRNZEBERE: ¥EXRMNONXER
MEAGZ—HNEREZER, —Z6. —%K
M. G—BIF%; BRBEITIUERE, U ‘K
B+RIE B
EEEVIE, ATER, tATEZER
BRiA, FINBEARIEERRENE, g2
BEEFEHI18S VL MBRERER. EREH
B, kEFABRE. HEMBEWEF, &FH7
HEMERINENEFTERL, BEFTYERN
INES5EH. @B FHEMNET, TES
BRAFTMBEBEFHKEILN—BH, L2
M MEERIARD R SKERAES.
AHEEZNEETNEZESRIAST
PRIEH “BTMEERELD" (Singapore Na-
tional Pledge) MUKRIBEI., FHE1966F, &
BRI E#HE (S. Rajaratnam) #£H “—4
k. — 1P Emi#K” (one united people in
Singapore) MEZ. 2N E@ET, “HNK
BREAN EXARAFTNEER S HIABRNE
REHNRIE. W5, BERMBEIEAER
BMAFMEAR, LERFZEMEA, BEE
MP—NEZARBS, RASTFIMELR
MEFEIZANERABHZOES,

X

fritzsh, TEEBFREEDLNERRK
#, BF-—ENERHEXKR:, UXBHFE ‘&
BB “HMZEKRETT FRKRES. FFEU
R, XEBEED, EER N FTMKEEERIK
BANEEMNH.

SAEUNERR, HMKAERBREKT R
SRHE, BESTIEE. IR FX
ft, ARNBENHELRES, EEELESEXN
F. IMBEMZIZ R, BITEMBK, ®RZE
EZRzHhXEER, BuHiR, —FTHEE
BENBHEHENARAXKER, RESE, TXKE
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SRR
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AXEENFE (FronREREE 2
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— BFEARERFERSURIFEERH
BiE, BOMABER ‘BRAEFEMRE
e, FALHUERZEZR. EXx58HS
(«FMFERELNY BHiB) , EXREM ‘%
T—R" (BRZEBEHRE) WFNEELR.

ZCERGES BHIEHE.

B REAEXWT:

KM mE AR, LRASHE. T iE.
FH, BE—%, EAAEFFHREIAL,
ARPBARZ ¥4, $x5%F, A% .

XAN51FEAERRAIMN.

F—WH EBRAOMIEK. 518 =¥,
CRERREFMEMNK. 58 REZITH
R, AKRERGE—; 552588 migE
HEEWNRE ‘A8, BRAETFENRE
e, HAZHERZER. Exr58HL" .

FE—HOREZIAN, BEZ T, TKAE
—; BRI RERARKRMNESLE, XIEBEEE
BBEBT ‘REER" WBER, EXHFEX
BENEE. XREXEY “ARREKEEX
(civic nationalism) , B3 FERHN “Fik
RIEEEX" (ethnic nationalism) , EA L
B, FMNEARUARGH, MARUNKES
MEREBMER, LEFMBPARY ‘4o
®A”  (social contract) , EAEIERIA
EEE-35R

UFMENERRABER, ZERFTAR
GEMEEHADCLERE. BEMRL
£hE, HEUEBENERE., EZTEST,
FMEERABNESD, BLEERHKIANT
2, EZEERMERE N, 2a3BITEtHEL
MEH, XHFNEKIAE, SR2ERHTRK
meEdR, ERENEANENFHRE, BE
AR, BALBREUN KEBEREYNY FER, B
“BEEH, BRALTTPENRERS, FAH
IUNERzZER. x5S, £AEN .

MK FIE2002F, AHERERHNBR
BEFHT200FMHE. BFERURK, £FH
RURERR, BESHMBEAOZE, 29
EAK. 8. AEZIIE—EKRS ZHH
MIER, X200%FE, LEENSFHIABHET
PERERE, 2B ZXHET: A19tHLH ‘I
BE” , B ‘£, B ‘AN, BE “‘H

mFEN”

M ERARRBERZNESRNFR, BAFM
FHEBRTESMRBREZTH. ML
£7 O GBIREN) F1 “HE (BEE) 24,
FooHE “ERE" M “ERE Mok, 3
21227 “BER” M “HIBR” BFE.
AURFTMBEBEMRBRARE -1 F— B
B, EE—1HWE, LREXZE—HEZF
BA%E, BRNAEIMESE—HNEIMNKE
W, BMBEAUNERFEKBELE ‘&7
5 ‘&7 zEWES, EETUER, 210K
HORE” IR,

ESZRTEEST, FINMEEKIANEHNER,
RARRBEEBKAMEKNIE, £I60FM
BH, XMHMHFHH FMEAN" AE, ELER
HRKH, ERRANOAMEXNFRRE. &
ZREVF, ERAEMGRELRED: FHMKD
FREAERIBINNESE, A —TEENE
R? RIE BKEERY RE, £2011FH—K
A, s, ‘HMEEEARSERBELE
REEM EBREERN, SKRATBH, ‘F
MmN REERNHEE " MIAAFMEE
BMA—TEENER, IFLEZNA T Fh
B, (<BARKY , 2011.01.22)

WFE R, RiER “FmEAN" B2
MFPEN HEBINE, BREIBEFEE N
BEfFERHRE,

BB F10A AR & «HMEEREWD
2By BEREX10ZF AR A FRIHEKXX
B, IEARE KBEEEHRY <CFE» gt
2y «<WHBTY ETY. RWEXFHMIFE
NAENEAEZEB. FiFgt. =FE; £F
(laMttLy BMEZERMBENNEFEERAEA
EMESEN. BEINERHEZSE. LT
HESURBRAMBSHREBIMERE .

BINMOTIEBEHME, FSFEHS2FE;
XENPHRERXNEBRRMAXFHL60%
C=R: 0N

i AXAEETD CGIMKERENZE BF.

(TEER MBI REE)
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S o XZ R BA
AEMMEN AL G, BEHERH
MEBE=AH, ERUERRTFER. RENSEF
XEMRALARENEW, RHER, XFH
EHHEENEERLREZNRYL, BNEE
BT MOEFMBLASENREMR.,
RRBHAETARDRDABIFES (Sibu) |,
“+% (1999%F) RAHIRE, Ed FHME
EYRFRXFR, AERBRREXNEREEE
RER, BAEFMBERMBERR. KK
BITIRBHNMESE. XERBE, EEE5RE
ETREXFTZE, BATUHE. &. £=7F
R

R4 B R —FiT R
CEFERED BAEELFEEMEE,
PMHUEBUHNAE. EFFSEFNNEDE

::E:fﬁﬂ¢@,wﬂ7$ﬁiﬁﬁm%§
7 REBE GHEBED . RERBEA

W= ( vﬁx“'*

| REESSSHERE

—&m ‘B MEX, BEMABBAEE—FF
AR, PRNBERE, (FE#THRNRT
B: BABEZRMELCENE, IMREREK
HIERERNEFSF, XE—ERELOURREE
K ‘A" NTE,

WEAS, BAOLFER — DML TR
RMBRFENLZ, EL_+EEXNENE, %
THERNBMRZXALE, HRMETHEZET RN
D1,

ERERNTDE, KFEN: B— “ERES
B BiIEMXYREKENEER. EYE. 18
BT MERMZER; 8- “BEH15" :
HRA AR MEE. $RLFE 8= ‘Q
2z’ BREN. BFEAEF (ZEIAER
MEBEANREER, e EHD LR
BPE, HRER) ; BO “REXX + XT
EZBSRSNFRELH.

BE BRMET MBS “EEEET AR
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ERBARNZL, TREEXNEFNER—IE
EFh, ZAGFERZAETFENRIL. BHE
H, 20215F3A6H, ERZMYFEMMALRE
R, R, BXAEBRKIKEZRE, ZILAEL
ThRES, REEMESRE. ‘SFERERR
B, RAFEZZEESFENTF, BHLEE
ARk, BREBERM OIRIGEN I AETE
e

REW, §FNRTINE, “SEEHL
wHFRZRERFIL, WARWFERFHRA
w, WESIRELSHENER . BHERE,
THEELEEXREERE, KARPAMEANE
&, CANEERRREDR. (R—KRE> NEA
NERFAREHAN AR EIVTHER
FR ‘EIONEERAESERE/ERER
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Kathakali:
A Kerala Treasure Thrives in Singapore

In the southwestern Indian state of Kerala, where Malayalam is the official
language, a unique style of narrative dance drama called Kathakali thrives. This
complex performing art, noted for its elaborate costumes, vibrant makeup, and
stylised movements, discovered an unexpected second home more than 7,000
kilometres away in Singapore. How did this "wonder" occur? The solution comes
from a 27-year-old artist from Kerala known as K.P. Bhaskar.

In 1952, while travelling to Australia, Bhaskar made a stopover in Singa-
pore. A chain of coincidences led him to remain here, especially after he encountered
fellow Malayalam speakers working at the Sembawang Naval Base. The performing
arts often offer a shared framework for recalling cultural experiences, playing a vital
role in how ethnic communities preserve their identities. In his newly embraced nation,
Bhaskar quickly gathered his fellow countrymen. Together, they set up Kathakali
training classes and formed performance troupes. It was a challenging pioneering
endeavour, planting the seeds of hope in foreign ground.

For over six decades, Kathakali has blossomed into a renowned cultural
icon within Singapore's dynamic multicultural performing arts scene. After 2002,
Bhaskar's Arts Academy, founded by Bhaskar, created its own dedicated Kathakali
troupe. This ensemble consisted of professional performers and musicians from
both local and overseas communities, highlighting the art form's expanding presence
in Singapore.

In addition to reciting traditional Malayalam verses from the great epics like
the Ramayana and Mahabharata, the troupe boldly ventured into new linguistic
realms by producing works in Tamil, Malay, and Mandarin. These productions
utilised folktales from various cultures, enhancing Singapore's cross-cultural theatre
scene. Notable examples include "Spider Web Cave" (2006), inspired by China's
"Journey to the West" and "King Lear" (2009), derived from Shakespeare's classic
tragedy. These modifications gave Kathakali a distinct Singaporean essence,
demonstrating its flexibility and global attraction.

Leading the Academy's Kathakali initiatives today is Kalamandalam Biju, a
distinguished artist and key figure. The recent festival, for instance, began with
a "Kathakali Performance and Lecture" — a dialogue session that brought together
Kathakali masters and members of the Singapore arts community. This rare
exchange of ideas connected conventional cultural practices with contemporary
artistic approaches, creating enthusiasm among enthusiasts of both traditional
and cross-cultural theatre. The lively session was well-attended and was extremely
beneficial for non-experts wanting to understand the aesthetic principles of the
art form. Notably, the event drew a significant number of non-Indian theatre
enthusiasts, emphasising Kathakali's expanding popularity outside its cultural
roots and showcasing the Academy's enduring commitment to cultural outreach
and education.

This year's festival featured two performances: Satyavathi Parinayam ("The
Marriage of the Beautiful Maiden") and Daksha Yagam ("The Sacrifice of Daksha").
Both are esteemed for their captivating narratives, firmly anchored in ancient
Indian epics and mythology. Biju explained their selection: "These two pieces
were chosen not only for being famous classics, but also because their casts are
comparatively small, which makes them ideal for training and outreach." He
emphasised that involving local performers in these productions gives them
considerable cultural and educational significance, contributing to a broader
initiative to ensure the art form continues to thrive in Singapore.

During a recent visit to the Academy, Biju was seen thoroughly involved in
a rehearsal. His eyes sharply observed every movement of the actors and musicians.
Through a mix vivid looks and precise hand gestures, he provided subtle direction-
a reflection of the silent yet impactful language of Kathakali itself. Biju shared
his contentment: "We selected as many Singaporean students as we could to
present these stories, giving additional practices is necessary. | am particularly
happy that there is also a 13-year-old boy named Shabarish who has joined the
team this time. | believe that such opportunities will act as a motivation for other
teenagers to engage in the art form."

With more than sixty years of history promoting Indian classical arts in
the region, Bhaskar's Arts Academy remains essential in enhancing Singapore's
multicultural artistic environment. It's not merely preserving tradition; it's
transforming it for modern audiences. In nearly seventy years, the preservation,
continuation and recognition of Kathakali in Singapore strongly reflect the local
Indian community's affirmation of the significance of this traditional art form. As
Singaporean Kathakali has been preserved, maintained and celebrated throughout
history, featuring stability, identity and sustainability factors that ensure its
future legacy is acknowledged and embraced by the community. Under Biju's
leadership, Bhaskar's Arts Academy continues to be the torchbearer, moving

forward with this remarkable legacy.
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Bidadari: A “Fairy’s” Reawakening
from a Former Religious Cemetery

Bidadari, located in Upper Serangoon, has undergone a significant transfor-
mation from a religious cemetery into a contemporary "community in a garden".
Occupying an area of about one-fifth the size of Toa Payoh, it includes more than
10,000 public and private housing units. The estate is expected to be entirely
completed by the end of 2025.

Historically, Bidadari was associated with religious burial grounds. After burials
ceased in the 1970s, it returned to nature and turned into a peaceful sanctuary
for residents and birdwatchers. The area was divided into four key zones: Alkaff
(previous Christian cemetery), Woodleigh (previous Muslim cemetery), Bartley
Heights (previous Hindu cemetery), and Park Edge (previous Sikh cemetery).

Beneath the estate, there is an underground reservoir, the first of its kind in
Singapore. It provides clean water to about 80% of its households, showcasing an
impressive integration of urban growth and infrastructure.

At the heart of the new town lies Bidadari Park, inspired by A.A. Milne's
"Winnie the Pooh". The park maintains its natural charm and a distinct historical
scenery. A prominent feature is the new Alkaff Lake, named after a long-vanished
Japanese-style park that was once located nearby. Besides providing scenic
views, the lake plays an essential role in flood management, channelling rainwater
to the Kallang River during heavy storms.

The park also features the Raptor Nest Platform, a sanctuary for migratory
birds. It embraces the harmony between wildlife and city living.

Looking back at the 1860s, Temenggong Abu Bakar of Johor (who later
became Sultan) acquired the land and built the Istana Bidadari for his second
wife, Zubaidah binti Abdullah, a Danish-Chinese woman who converted to Islam.
The word "Bidadari", which translates to "fairy" in Malay, became a poetic title
for the graceful consort. Ultimately, the palace became neglected after the royal
family relocated to Johor in 1885.

The colonial government transformed the site into a multi-religious burial
ground. In the early 2000s, a project for exhumation took place to make way for
redevelopment. Tombstones, including those belonging to notable historical
figures such as the former labour minister Ahmad Ibrahim, architect R.A.J. Bidwell
(designer of Raffles Hotel) and early Chinese physician Dr Lim Boon Keng, were
relocated to a Bidadari Memorial Garden at Mount Vernon.

Mount Vernon formerly housed Singapore's first public crematorium. It was
established during the era of self-governance and updated in the 1970s. A few
years ago, the columbarium was removed to allow a multi-storey funeral complex
that is currently under construction.

Bidadari has long been a flourishing centre for education adjacent to the
cemeteries. At present, there are six schools left, including Cedar Girls' Secondary
School and Maris Stella High School. Even though several schools, like Mount
Vernon Secondary School and Sang Nila Utama Secondary School have shut
down, their legacy persists in the form of local road names.

Mount Vernon Camp is nestled between Cedar Girls' Secondary School and
Bartley Secondary School. It is home to 3,000 Gurkha police and their families.
Gurkhas originate from Nepal and have been serving in Singapore since the
colonial era. They are known for their resilience, loyalty and fearlessness. From
suppressing riots in the 1950s and 1960s to ensuring protection at global events
like the Trump-Kim meeting and the Shangri-La Dialogue, they continue to play
an essential role in upholding public safety. The founding Prime Minister Lee
Kuan Yew emphasised their neutral position during racial conflicts, noting their
crucial role in preventing ethnic polarisation among local police forces during the
merger with Malaysia.

The current location of Park Colonial was previously the site of Youngberg
Memorial Hospital, a mission hospital established by the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Named after missionary G.B. Youngberg, it served the community from
the post-World War Il era until the late 20th century. Its combination of medical
care and spiritual support impacted both urban and rural communities, especially
when dedicated Western private hospital care was in demand.

Bidadari's transformation from sacred burial grounds to a vibrant contemporary
housing estate tells a unique story of urban growth in Singapore. Protected by
the essence of a "fairy", Bidadari now embodies a harmonious fusion of memory,
culture and nature, infusing the metropolis with everlasting vitality.
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The Queen of Amoy-dialect Cinema

Singapore artiste Chng Soot Fong (also known as Chong Set Png,
Chong Sit Fong or Zhuang Xuefang) is a well-known getai performer and
Amoy-dialect film actress, who is also known as the "Queen of Amoy-
dialect Cinema".

Chng's performing career began in getai. In 1947, at the age of
15, she was already a prominent getai star in Singapore and Malaya.
Impressed by her passion for the stage, senior getai performer Ma Rong
(birth and death years are unknown) decided to mentor her in singing.

Unlike most getai performers who simply stood and sang, Chng
developed a unique style of combining singing with dance movements,
inspired by getai pioneers like Bai Yan (1920-2019). Chng's fame grew
as she participated in stage drama performances. She later founded
the Bai Xue Song and Dance Troupe and the Chng Soot Fong Opera
Troupe, which toured extensively across Singapore, Malaya, and even
the Philippines.

After gaining recognition, Chng was invited to appear in Amoy-
dialect films in their heyday in the 1950s. In 1957, she had a cameo in
the Mandarin film The Lady of Mystery, showcasing her talent in umbrella
dance and silk dance. That same year, she travelled to Hong Kong and
starred in Amoy-dialect film The Wandering Songstress. In 1958, The
Wandering Songstress premiered in Singapore and was immediately a
box office hit. This marked Chng's career transition to the film industry,
where she would subsequently earn the title "Queen of Amoy-dialect
Cinema" for her achievements.

After gaining a reputation, Chng founded her own production
company, Chng Soot Fong Film Company, which produced Amoy-dialect
films. The Amoy-dialect films Chng acted in and produced contributed to
the prominence of Amoy-dialect cinema in the 1950s, bringing it on par
with Mandarin and Cantonese-language films. Together, they formed the
three pillars of Chinese-language cinema.

Despite her transition to the film industry, Chng remained active
in singing. She frequently performed on stage in Taiwan and various
Southeast Asian locations to accompany film screenings, which drew a
large audience everywhere.

Chng's last film is generally thought to be Taiwanese film Romance
at Lung Shan Temple (1962), where she played a Chinese mainlander
who spoke in Mandarin rather than the Minnan dialect. This reflected a
wider trend of the decline of Amoy-dialect films, in favour of Mandarin
and Cantonese films. Chng retired from the stage and film industry in
1971, returning to Singapore, and largely limiting her stage appearances
to charity performances.
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