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M, EAVMENSH, BERVAEBEBENE
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HSERE., IFREAEEN AT, BREE
ARGHEMMEEFLMER, FTHRK
MEERRXETARR, REHERTEEN
&,

EE—HIEEBELN/NG, ANAILER
T ‘BEEEMENSNEEEMNESR M
LHNZERERM—B/NEREN—LHEE,
XL, fALEXTANECEST, ARER
ANFAERAZEN/IMEERAME, X2
EEBNARBEIANT E, WFERADHERR



M2 EE R A PR 2 A T S
T, BE—MEEEENZA
B, BEEHFEHEEBVE SRR
BRAAR ERE L AR 6 B EAT,
REFRESTENKHNEE—E5%
C, EEAA, EFEBEE. —HANRN
MEL®E, BERMmEN, IHEE
RREFRBFAL, BEAGHE, BARK
m, &&. HE.

MERMNAL (Arthur Scho-
penhauer, 1788-1860) i7i: “Z
APFENEZERTFLRM, 2HR
ENEmMER: —#ZARERBEZAR
REMELR, WREREENERN
mEEAER, ” P0scarfEAEHRE A
PEd, BZARMETH: 1tihEE
RAMBE, #HEFL,; Lk ER
HE SN, KEBMERENOR;
it FESZ5ME, UEI—KEH
B, ETEE&EmMbNERSRER
RIBEREFTERHBNA, EER
B, BNEAEEE. #BHLIEN
R, BRZIMPRZEM. BRUAKRRA
FHMEZESZRRHE,

TR

01 #VEX, <BR GERIMEE> FFRITY ,
CERERELEFE1EY , BFBIE,
20234,

21 HAFH, <EEE5ZRMEBEME: ‘BR .
‘wR 5 “EBER >y, BEARL 2019
F£8H30H.,

(3] artcommune, FMHES Z LMW,
https://www.artcommune.com.sg/
artist-lim-tze-peng, 2024.

4] BREN, «ELBHM EH MERIDY ,
https://www.inkstudio.com.cn, &3
A B

5] MARE, RAEREFSHFSY , FE:
FEY, EBARDMRY, 20155,

(EERFTIFLHERB. KEER. MR
BAFRERERIEZERIEXEIF)

Artist Oscar Ng. Auntie Oscar

Fate has probably played a huge joke on Oscar. Her family is
one that no child would want to be a part of. Her parents are problem
gamblers and neglected in taking care of her since she was a child.
While she was still in school, she had already started working to make
a living, whether at a construction site, as a street vendor or in a busy food
court; one could easily see her there. Fortunately, upon graduation
from NAFA, Oscar found a job at the famous Tea Chapter which once
hosted Queen Elizabeth Il and Prince Phillip. The tea house was founded
by Mr Lee Peng Shu. After he heard about how hard Oscar was working
to save up for her overseas studies, he decided to support her and act
as her guarantor.

Oscar once created a series of linear image works based on the
basic concept of Chinese calligraphy strokes during her stay in the UK.
This was 10 years earlier than the “Shuzi”, the “Tree Characters” or
“Hutuzi”, the muddled calligraphy introduced by local art master, Lim
Tze Peng (1921-2025) around 2005, and nearly 20 years ahead of the
“Luanshu” literally known as chaotic calligraphy, created around 2013
by Wang Dongling (1945-), a master of art and a disciple of Lin Sanzhi
(1898-1989), an important figure in China’s contemporary calligraphy
circle. In comparison, Lim Tze Peng’s “Hutuzi” achieved a breakthrough
in the style of traditional Chinese calligraphy, while Wang Dongling,
who has deeply explored the profound Chinese culture, prioritise the
state of the writer in the process of writing. He strengthened the
momentum of each stroke, each character and each line, exaggerated
the size, wetness and shades of the characters on the rice paper, and
reversed the need for reading by nesting the rows of words together.

In 1992, two of Oscar’s artworks won the Highly Commended
Award in the UOB Painting of the Year competition while studying at
NAFA. In 1994, she won the Certificate of Distinction Award in the Open
Section of the UOB competition again with her artwork “In Relevance of
the Oriental”. Upon returning from the UK, she won the Most Promising
Artist from the Shell Discovery Art Awards.

Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860), the German philosopher once
said that the most beautiful in art always belongs to the soul and is
born for the senses: a work of art is made by the artist, but it is born
in the imagination of the viewer. Oscar had experienced hardships in
life, but art saved her, enabling her to seek help from people who are
supportive in further her studies; art freed her from the unbearable
real-life situation, comforted her loneliness; and taught her to love and
to give as well, sincerely to pass on the kindness and warmth that once
favoured her to those in need. We do not see pain, struggle or hatred
in her works but peace, relaxation, restrained love and stoic passion.

Students in NAFA come from all corners of the world with different
cultural backgrounds, ages, and living habits. In order to take better
care of them, Oscar set up a sick bay in the campus to provide a resting
place for girls who were unwell during their menstrual period and
offered psychological counselling services to soothe the restlessness
of the youth. Oscar did not receive love at a very young age, but now
she gives her students the gentlest smile and completely cares for
them, earning her the nickname Auntie Oscar, to the extent that not
many people realise that her Chinese name is EH#.
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Where Forest Meets Modernity:
The Transformation Story of Tengah New Town

In the early 1960s, the HDB launched a five-year housing development plan
to address Singapore’s housing shortage. This initiative resulted in the construction
of public flats across the island, giving rise to new towns that housed 80% of the
local population by the turn of the century. While some towns have matured into
established communities, others have been rejuvenated with new developments
to infuse vitality.

Over 20 years after Punggol’s development, the construction of Tengah
town, Singapore’s 24th and newest Housing Board town, was initiated in the West
region of the island. Adjacent to Choa Chu Kang, Jurong and Bukit Batok, Tengah
spans an area comparable to Bishan and will eventually host 30,000 units of
public housing and more than 10,000 units of private housing. In August 2023,
the first batch of residents moved into the Plantation District, bringing new life
to this area.

Despite the name of the “old” Tengah remaining in use, the new town has
a distinct geographic location and history. Previously, Kampong Tengah was a
small village along Old Choa Chu Kang Road and opposite the Tengah Air Base.

In 1939, Tengah Air Base officially commenced operations, becoming Singa-
pore’s second airbase after Seletar Airport. According to the development plan,
Paya Lebar Airport is to be closed within a few years, and approximately 80,000
Chinese and Muslim graves, along with local farms around Lim Chu Kang Road,
will be cleared to make way for the expansion of Tengah Air Base.

Tengah Air Base has held significant strategic importance throughout its
history. During World War II's Malayan Campaign, after Japanese forces landed
successfully at Kota Bharu, they launched air raids on Singapore, with Tengah Air
Base becoming a primary target. When the Japanese invaded Singapore, Tengah
Air Base was also the first airfield they captured.

During the Malayan Emergency, British bombers took off from Tengah Air
Base to strike at communist insurgent strongholds hidden in the dense forests.
Thereafter, during the Indonesia-Malaysia Confrontation, fighter jets were stationed
at Tengah Air Base to counter potential threats from Indonesia.

Tengah new town was once home to rural settlements, rubber plantations
and brick factories along Jurong Road. The Pan-Island Expressway, running parallel
to Jurong Road, divides the land into modern Tengah and Jurong.

Designed as Singapore’s first Forest Town, Tengah is divided into five districts:
Plantation, Garden, Park, Brickland, and Forest Hill. This innovative development
combines urban planning with sustainability, transforming rural landscapes into
contemporary communities.

Tengah’s human-centric design stands out due to its integrated amenities
and infrastructure. Shortly after residents moved into the Plantation District, a
bus terminal has begun operations. By 2027, four stations along the Jurong Region
Line are expected to open. An integrated neighbourhood centre with supermarkets,
eateries, and retail shops is already in use, while a new integrated general and
community hospital is slated for completion by the 2030s.

A unique feature of the Plantation District is its community Plantation Farmway,
encouraging residents to engage in urban farming. Families can grow fruits and
vegetables, and sell their products at weekend markets. Designers have also
incorporated historical elements, such as a farm-themed playground inspired by
the past practice of transporting goods by lorries. These elements create a nostalgic
yet forward-looking vision of urban living.

Tengah’s transformation is deeply rooted in Singapore’s history. In the late
19th century, St. Andrew’s Mission pastors and the principal of St. Andrew’s School
conducted church activities in Jurong. Plantation owner Teo Hong Seng donated
land to build St. John’s Chapel so as to provide a venue for worship services for
his family and workers, hence the name “Hong Kah” of the region. After Singapore’s
independence, abandoned rubber plantations in Hong Kah were repurposed as
settlements for displaced residents, including fishermen affected by reclamation
projects in Marine Parade.

These settlers brought new life to the area, transforming it into a flourishing
community. By the 1980s, residents have relocated to nearby new towns. Jurong
West Avenue 1 has been named “Hong Kah” in commemoration of its heritage.
Tengah’s development continues this story of transformation, blending tradition
with innovation to shape a future-ready town while preserving its historical roots.
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A Century of Textbooks of Chinese-Medium
Schools in Singapore (1819-1979)

Textbooks of Chinese-medium schools formed a significant aspect of
the collective memory of Chinese who grew up during the colonial era and
Singapore’s early nation-building years. Those who attended traditional
private schools or new style schools (also known as modern schools, xinshi
xuetang) continue to hold deep memories of the early learning or modernised
textbooks they studied.

Before new style schools were founded, Singapore’s Chinese community
was primarily educated through private schools. These schools did not
have a fixed curriculum or clearly defined objectives. They also did not use
standardised textbooks but relied on teachers to decide what to teach. Common
teaching content included traditional children’s texts like the Trimetric Classic,
A Hundred Family Surnames and the Thousand Character Classic, along with
arithmetic and calligraphy classes. More advanced students had the opportunity
to study classics like the Four Books and Five Classics.

The rise of modern schools in Singapore during the late Qing dynasty
(1894-1911) brought about curriculum and textbooks which followed the
goals and outlines stipulated in the school charter of the Qing government.
These textbooks were mainly produced by The Commercial Press and aimed
to inculcate various life values in students—such as respect for Confucian
values, loyalty to the emperor, and public morality— that aligned with the
political requirements of the late Qing government.

From the first year of the Republic of China, 1912, to 1941, major events,
including the May Fourth Movement, impacted the educational policies
and content of Chinese textbooks. Singapore’s Chinese-medium schools
primarily adopted textbooks by publishing companies in China that were
designed for overseas Chinese-medium schools in Nanyang. Hence the content
of these textbooks was naturally influenced by political events in China, and
some were scrutinised and banned by the colonial government for containing
anti-Japanese and anti-British content. China’s monopoly on textbooks
persisted until 1936, when several major bookstores established by local
Chinese businessmen began publishing a series of localised textbooks.

In the early post-war period, local book companies gathered a group of
scholars and educators to compile a series of textbooks with a strong local
flavour and rich Southeast Asian content which were adopted by local schools
and gained popularity in other regional cities. The political landscape in
Singapore and Malaya ultimately led to the 'Malayanisation' of textbooks —
shifting from ethnic education to local politics.

After 1979, when schools from the four language streams were integrated
into one unified model with English as the medium of instruction, textbooks
in Chinese were reduced to only one: the subject-based Chinese Language
(huawen) textbooks. Textbooks for Chinese-medium schools, along with the
decline of Chinese-medium education, eventually became a part of history.
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Value of Scholarship
-+ Up to S$15,000 per academic year

Eligibility —

- Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident™ -

- Possess ‘A’ Levelsofother equivalent
qualifications

- Admitted into selected Chinese Universities.
approved by SFCCA —

EHiEH+ (8 Application Period
01.04.2025 - 10.07.2025

%18 For more Enquiries

& 6643 6475

¥ admin@sfcca.sg

= https://www.sfeca.sg/sfccascholarship

SINGAPORE CLAN FOUNDATION
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