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The profile

Strokes of brilliance

Calligrapher Grace Chen

Liang shares why she believes

her chosen art form requires

dedication, research, and

a willingness to push the 53
boundaries.

Special report

The joys and pains of moving house
New immigrants often stay in many different places over
the course of their journey in Singapore. Here are some
different ways they approach the process of leaving one
dwelling and choosing another.
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Across cultures
Eurasian cuisine’s

fusion flavours
Get to know the signature dishes
of this unique community.

Food talk
Small bites with

big flavours
Dumplings are part
of many cultures’
cuisines. Here are
some varieties that
can be sampled in
Singapore.
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HAHE,
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TRENERERS —ERR. BRERAUE R LME
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ANKFHIKFE, G REE ERTER, XTERTE, =
FEARARORT P =/INI R B, LE AT TS SE 3R AR AR .

CRERT BEEN A /N RDEME SN, B8
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HAKEE /NS M B/ NI E, . BA
B mEH. IREEE, DEN/NE L ERPHEAREANR,
AR NEE b, REME.

DS EHEFRT A0S s M S s =
SN, SR SRR AL E RHAKRRKE, EEWS 2
LZHERERDRFE, 72 =K R EL” #MHAER TR Z
=k Efif.
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19264F 0], HIHI R EF 2R Kl 2]
BN, B R AR, SR AR
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WEF, EERENGBENSEE, &
KIERE, SRERRER, W2 T4
B, AR, NIZFRN “EfHE" .

SR IBER —RE HEN

X B A VRIS, JHERIE . A 255 FImHEE ,
e LI B9 A 40 2 T SR e, 22 412 — (Rl VE T 5%
HYJE . EEA SRR . HR/NIVSETIES, &5
HUTH 246 1 — A A,
HWEISOENIYEHNRERES
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HEAER—KLZLRER,
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15, EMHEFINZEH A, SR8 FSHEE,
W, BENEAENAESE LT H,
EFEAEFETFETEHEEHLE, XERE
HEEEIPINEZ, *MHERER(MIR) TE£KA404E.
SEERAFETE, TR E (iR ) 2EFMNFEELEROFPIHR, M
N e - 1881EEI19324, £ 7ML . HERKT
BEEFEALIRSS, ITIRESHZMAMEN o) nesi sAxnESER. EARE  _pasmeTss,
HfELEET-ME5, FHEBIATGH CoBER=RE. IEEOSNFE.
eI =L MME A B REHTE LR
F FRBHRER TS SRS,
BEHERBREIES I E—HRE
‘ B, UL ‘BT & EFRAORIE
FHLRIELM?
Fid2FEFIEsL, FRIED LR,
EEAFERLE .
MEﬁE’J*EItEIiz:‘E%"—AEZ SEFERIEEATIE?
$L—R, EEEEER AT, TERFiEM L SIS, @R T
M., 8% A0S TFIS2RE
XRLTHESZA? A A, Hefi B T S T b iaLe
KES491132R (1.25%8) , BLEHTA, M GIE— L EEEFRER
87EL PR B ERRE—RER . IR, —E SR RMMEES,

ARy EFRIFHI?
M2, 25
Bt EI R EIRBIZAR , 2815
FENANH, RENMFEHR
BMART, ERA AT,

BMIEE—H#ERMHA?
FERES, EEHEABEK . Z5RTAY7K
IRAR A IERR, KMREIKIREIN TR,
BRIATEK, ER5IRITLEMH,

BHENE1984F483H (BX&IEIR ) ,
BESERPHHE—ILMETEFER
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PXAIT 75

BERMIERRMIEY, A=itERENERE, RIBRXSESTFIE?

X | BRER | JIHE . IR GRIRGR

Ej o N S B 2 R B

MINPVEE S E T EIRE, BT
1 (B 2 e A 0 2 KL 2R 5 B 22 T, il 24 23
I REE S O, WENERIERM (Goa)

MR E7<H, 156114FE 8 & A
HENH, 25 = AR5 E AW
JEHEEENH,

HET A, @, JHREBET 16218
28, RIS S L s, 1912240
T B 253 (Marquess of Hastings)
FEHE EBARH T “FEurasian” XM,

B R NRIMNAE S . BERLIMAE e

TR0 AR 277 BV ik 8%

AR 37 T 387 T A o Rk, RRATIE 78 2810 380 0 352 ) g S g
IEWAZI18204E4K 14 H IRTL 5 R Pl 3 485 = MBI R P L, 1A
Ko SR PENI SR BFTINE . “RROLE " X & E 2 H IR
I 5 B b 1910 R B AE 18494, #MNE I AIZ9H 2757500044
MR A==

BRI & & AEM 72, HETXANE A A LUE BT A 4k
AR M ZEHIA . #E2020 A OIS EHIE, RSN E1T
8000, EFIIE s/ —, HEADAREI0.6%.

N HIRKOL & 2 AR L, BiFEE _(EE R/ REES

(Benjamin Sheares) . EEF N AN ET (Eddie
Barker) . BH&EREZMMEEEF Jeremy Monteiro, ZET



5 Brian Richmond, FIEZIEFRZA
KXAEDUER (Eunice Olsen) %8, A BB
SRR 23K (Joseph Schooling),
DRI 785 FY S AR TR] A2 RO S T Y
A, URFHEESL., KB 2R
HYEEHE, #HBHIRREE “ v EEEE”
(Kristang) , X254 8 4 F il fl
OEIEHIRE IR TR 21, T E T
K, va B HTIHIE kS Il RIS S
HIEMEIEE, W5 HNE e R A
Y ve B AT A T+ A 502 1004,

R EHRIES AIME

DRI 76 2R A IO 8 5, faf = R 2
ERBREM, BLUHIE, ERFIEA,
B 2RI NIk, &k
PRk

A AR I L 5 0N A SR TR
N—R, IREREEERASEARE
B S, FAANE S &%, L& R
HNRRETTE G, HHASmrET
f5 73 20, FF LI A BRI & 4,
RS B Wi, BB B P BE 28 &5 1

(chorizo) .

BRI EEZIRIE T F5,
XEREFERERTANREL.

R B KRB 4y & i &R AR, R
Bl (5 SNME o S 3 32 4T KR 75 AL fY 8
TEtEfE R, BERRMERE NIRRT E
=N Quentin's The Eurasian,
B —% Rempapalll = $T KX
T AL EE AR E R EE %R
PR

1%

B MNE (Devil's Curry)

XEXEERZCurry Debal, “debal”
EEEFHFER ‘AR . RIESRE
MBI, SESENBNSIHIE,
HFEREFEFTARNREEYREX
MEMIE, IISEREDRRIOT
#.8 (boxing day) , Eai—XIiZR

THIERMAERMIE, XEXER
Ztt, EA RS “debal” #l “devil” FIRZHEEL, FRME TERIINE,

2REEH “NIE” , BFRIMMIE, RifiN7TEE. ZIELERFETAN
EERE, HESHEMDREBHESTH, SFFE. THRIR. MELR
. & FTARHE

RempapaZEFEITFRSKABFE (Damian D' Silva) 24 HtZEZHIRK

WEHERET, RESMRITE, GFEILEEAN, thRAIERMIERIEHES.

FEREHE. RSk KIBFIEES (MBERR) , SROFTERE, AIER
EES—ME, SICEAIEEGH, FRNERFEIMEE (Achar) .

ER % 3 000 DJEE

(Kapitan Curry)

B4 3 I 2 45 R 4 P9 5 1 T2 FR O
IE, MR K E NIRRT, ER
REHE, FoBMES—FHESHK
ANSREIELENE, FEENE
RTHFHFENVEESR,

B AR 3 0E 2 B E & o A

IREREIRIERINIE, LARBEEHMZZAR, BMFSRAKES, RE—ER
HESHE, BEAR, 15t CEEFACHEERNENERRERAR
SRR, RHENRSSALBIEE~ERMERE.

Fy BIERSRAMSREIZMA, ANEHRS, BRABEARS, B
FSBREEMERFEEIERE, MEF AL ZRNGITE.

it

(Eurasian Beef Smore)
B LA NN A B R R
B, ARG RE, MEREESRS
%, B—RAMAIE N ZREME
%, EEAREEHE, BRLENT

FED, REACHAFA.

HEEHE (Sugee Cake)
DEEEN—REHEERANTRS, EFEAM2BRNER
(Semolina Flour) . ENERMEMAIRER “Love Cake” , RAZRH
BE, LN ERRM. RIFIZE, RIBFHALRMES, MABE
=HFNE(.

RIB2EZELH—ATE, SESEFTSERRAKE, B—REE
EHERBNBIN-LA=, ILEREES

BRI EFREL T FA4RERBSEE, TRERENDERE
M ERHEXN IR, FREZER—REREMNE—1Fa%,
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“BEE" RFFHHE

MezETE, BETFeEHOK,

y, Rl A, BEEERE, JE75R]
TR F R E AR AR, 241 T
PR A ER, AR

S, EFIEAEERER
AR, Rl

EROF2ICE

BRI,

“EEZ@%”%%?x%ﬂEﬁW%m%ﬁ

Y M B3 I IE KL Bk B B R ke
“Gyoza” BRFIIHIEES, HLIRIRAE, 1§

HBESRH. KFEXS, —REBESEH. B
Hlil. GyozaRIWESREL, MA XK HWMEH. 4
2, BR#BERFIE “Gyoza Bar” , Fillikt R EIk,

N R Gyoza-sanBl 8l A S 7E K ith &
HEANMZEESERATIESE, ENFEFEEEEER
18, 2022FTIET XM ZEFIRE. T2REZHNALXR
FEEME, ZEEEEER (Halal) JAIE.

BREFLBRAERER, BERREMEN, MENTF
$5.90F$7.50 (—A7"1) o iSO E R EFLFIB A,
EEIEZE. 5HIRERGR . SR BHE . ShgaE,

HMBEEOKESER, TREASAMLFE, MRS
FHRASH, EEKUIMRZRID,

30 Sembawang Drive, Sun Plaza #B1-10
5 Straits View, Marina One The Heart #B2-29
CIMB Plaza #B1-29

X | BRER | BRER. iRt
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2018FEEE1EHF LA Dumpling Darlings, MiBkE
BN EEHUASIITATE, BAMSIEUTERFEHM
R, RERPPNPXRFERFE. BEZE, ETFEIHH
FRA\PERUBL—HATE-RIIE. CHEKRGEKE
H, REERE.

BRFHEXIR (Veggie Mandu) BIEREREX. B,
. BRARE., BRMAFEHEE. “‘Mandu” HiEH “128
3L, EHIEMNZFNSFIER, LLRMEAE, hamLig
REWLE . EREXNRFEMINBME—RKE R BB
BF, B—1ER THEEREMESENE Y.

IMIEAEMR (Karana Momo) LASF NI SRS “Karana”
BEMRAE, RESHBEZRNRZER, BABEFNES
EINTAEIRLMBE, XRIRFEBAMESE . HEEM
FIEET. “Momo” ¥k “BIE” , EMFERREZIEAR.
ARHMEESEBRBLUKMNER, IMEEMKFRNER,
ERSLUKERAE, I EMER . TAE. FnNExs.

=¥ (Fried Pierogi) REREREIR . IREDRE.
A 021 (Cheddar cheese) F12 I = HHE

(Sriracha Crema) ., “Pierogi” 2iEiE=&RF, EE*E
e, 8% BMZLE=M, LUKERE, hERRFIREER,

IFERREAMET, BRENER . TSEZINEE
i, B2+ EEAERANRAKMER . PXEBUESET &
RERNSHENEE.

ROBEREEIIEE, EZRERHCHOB

(Amaretto) . M=+, FEEE. KEFR, BEE—IKIE
Hr 3 B IE vk iE itk o

BF—HAEAN, NMENTF$8ES12, BRI O, ZH=4

BIRFHENZES22, EREEZIFEEE. BIRMBEE.

Q 44 Amoy Street / 86 Circular Road

\;EA
Uy =

h

i

* & RERBIRERIZ T K n
PRARET R EEKapitan, SRS 9
B35, BERBITAR, RENFEFEXIE, 2004 s

FHRIFIMNEER . KARMDBEBREERF, 2019
FEAZEEFIMNENEANG Moh Dumplings,
FiREEE®ZDumplings.RU, 20205327
Kapitan.

HriiX (Slavic) RFR2ER=. B=FfNgHK
REERNARHIE, EREBRDRA. BIMEL
R FARY, RERE, EEMHE, OKNERIZE
#5. KapitanFREEZMNRFBREY, £ L5—1
VBT, IRIF RN R FREELGEMAER,
MEEHEHFHN, FENEEAH,

RFDHAIRMERAAE, BHITE=XE
(FHRBEEK) « FP (BERBHMIZR) P (
THMHER) . 2T (HBERR) . BRE (A8
RIZRR) R (BETIRE) BRI (BLBRE) .
HPINNER (&I R RE) o

BN FS12E$14 (—HEAD) , — B/ NS
BHERE$18 (REHHEOKIMNIS2) . A—EA
A (RARERSIS) BEHZTFENE, §A$35,

BEGCEZEMREFENERME, 8155
ZAEEFE IR, BHEE. 22, TEED
EREERS,

Q 32 Maxwell Road #01-05 Maxwell Chambers

) &3 (A& S LT INED

The Han's Dumplings&ZEERFHEF,
HREBRRENEFESHMESRAKX—REE, &
TRE, FARBESNEnNERE,

FILRFERNEHRFR, AR EEMNRSAit
Ok, BRI FG R S PIFNEFRY . Eokys mt i i
2, IAGRYAEMNAERINFE, FTHEMESE, IFRBE
LD, EEBH. BRFRE. 25Ea%—
EMENTF$12E$16 (154) , AIIZIHEAMM,

Q thehansdumplings.cococart.co
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JA, CLisERE Bk ERTREIRAF R E A .
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TEPEBEAE T R EIC R AR “ERm X,
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TH R HYEL 252 7K URIA TS5 BB R SE AR, s SR
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Vi, SERERHER ., MRERITHE, T AEBT
ELAZSY), Blr RIEMER RS,
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HEXARAET,
2 EFERAINE
TEILHERE, &
SiE MR B2 R o BRI 7 i i
RINET, RENTRABEL, R
AR R B, (TIRSE LR
PEZE, SEGTRIGE . (TRINEE EA
4, BHEE . KERKE, RT3
BEERAL, H A — L EIE ., S AEE
=, AIINERER RN,

WRYE T R S8 B O RO I T D
(LHIARIE, HEF IR B4 N LR LA
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FRIESEALZ (XFREHAE) | LLEE
KiZ ( XARELAE) MM SERLZ (X
PRIRHE) « PREBZRRLZ ( SIPRERAR) o
B PR 2R AE R R T, SR R R E IR R
A B B D YRS B e BHEIR

BLE A5 BT 27

14T DESsRI4hE ., 221, K1k
i, fEiSshh S T,

2. FEECRERERIN, BRI Z,
HiTEZ,

35T 99 BRI B RN AR IR A,
R RE I =

Yn{oj3P32?

2 (HEF) ISR . i E S
FBERAL, Ho6, HHETIG, FHEE™
B, Al RARET, REEIN, DRgkk
kg, EEREN AT FERM 21k
FEZ; WRAR IR B IS $2 PH B AL T3 iR 9
A2, BRI EERBXRST
2,
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BATE R “TFH—5RA", Bk ‘KA OHRFH
Bt . XEHAFART BIFERNET, 2%
i+, R EK, FABERESEITEmEE AR
Bk, BEAEARKROE, MEHFABHAR, @E
wH. KMERE. MEB IR, FEAANXEAZSTER
PHEE. DSARREATE, BAEZ RS &,

PIRSER, (EE B el s R Z EIHIT, FE,
FEJES R SS BB LA R Th] 8 = A B9+, ARG R it v
WG AE, MIARERE.,

LS TFREZEH?

— . R TFHIERY, EEfER I, BIRT XA/ . Bk
IR R SR REIER, T RET O IE R R & 1,
HEABSMESORMERKIARFERER, &
BfREEE.

. AERBEIEIT, BEhEEHREE, RRE®
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VeI RSBEURIE, BT F, Bk
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E A EBEA U R

—FBBRIZS, —EFRIKIE.

X | I | ZIhERE B | B

7 SLENE. YRAESE—KmE
/ WS R —HER A —RIED, i
N EANBORELBET, HER
WHEEEAE MR,

“BIMFHERIRVERN: WE T
EEHE, HE&MERBNENS
ik, MENTE - “BER WAH

—EFESWFRIRNE BRI,

EEMERE, R THEB—HEHW
BEE, NI, sk FTEERBRE
L RE; Nth, it 55 58 0H bk ak 3z
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ERFEFEAF - EEERKBHNEAZ
N, ARSI REBRBENEASE
HITRE,

“BEREARMEVE, HREE
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W EAZE, 5B
—mEMNKZER, BRTER
EirReEE, EETLARAN
fex < ERAARE, WZSHE
R, AR E WA, A
ERF R i, BUBR A, RARE
—MRMERITTN, EREEEERIRE.

WES PR RIZ T, LIHIEEZ,
PRI AE AT 2 B RAE B AHEL H IR
MEAERER, “MIBEEG. BRER
I R, #HOEE IR ITH . MBGERY
MERE, MEEEBZE.”

FHEREXFLEE (Ruby)

WSS LT 6, # R R A
T, VA 2 it P 25 I A i
“Bi T LB T G A, B TE
EREAINETRERE,

“SEREILEG, KE AN
SR A B AT 5 BN B, T
EI A ML B A G B R
EREEHT, b8 A8 T I — A 2T 40, B /NA
R R, BT R G EE G,
K% BRI EN T,

“Fk AR R I PR LT, B ET LA
R, R—Eisk ASMer , Heharth
W WA RIS, REE —
KR R W T, DAL+ R
s,

EEZINEE
6 (Sapphire)
WS, &
EA—HHEKTZ
BRENX, XEFENKIK
Juttheg, e g e im e =

S BHIALAR
“RERIE19814F HEA /R £ F I
REE K2R AR EE A, B
R ARG A RIS, XA
EAORBEREETZENEREZ—, W
SEREYRELEF b, B E il —
WiE=E4a, BihEdahREZERA

AfE—,”

PRI XAN B, 1R 22 MR 25
S, iR Bl & WL = A,
RN EMRIEE B E,

WHEFENE — WA Wh
WiEEamiE, B NERE, #
MABEEAH TR, ©HKEE S RF

g, BEAESHE, B2 —1NEF
JE, BEER T —AAE: WEALETE
M4, (The sapphire stone sits
highest on the throne)

ZRIRMIIEE ( Tourmaline )

EEAARMALANRENHEG, &
Bl R EMNELAZ—. WFRESE
BHIRAE T HR

MEF7 7 E 2545 (Paraiba tourmaline)
O R E . BT EEEEIERIF
BN & 4 HH K, BT AT S & 9 AL
FEEE,

“EHIBIEER AL EAABATES,
MWLM ME, XERBANT-EHH
W, NHRIBIE ., KENRE, BIEF O LR
WA EE—TEREIAK, 7

W FRR, R—HRBENIE, #E
S SR AR E K E A WS AR S S
WEMFE, “EEFRH SN (neon
blue) , IRESRTHEELSREMN
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5, EEURDBR, BT, tah;
PFEHBEEEKEEBARS
EXHEA,”

5 —HUR BAWE RPN E
&, FEARFRFT YRS, I AR
AE RS, SUMHASHESG, AR
JREZ,

R E—BI 4t ( Pink diamond )
A — PR R B L5, BRIBZSRE S SUTL, N5
ks LS SN “PEE” , ARG HEERR ORI,

“HEIARB B, BERAIREANEE— A, S
AR, 7 Al T—/-ANFHIEE, s BImZRE., EE., BrE
=RV IR, A HR2 AT 1950, X L b KR IR
HH/INHIA LB B A, OB IR TR B0/ 0, IR F IS,
HREARZIEL

WEFFRoR, R LLE AR — R N IIEI@, EH
FHEEN M RERAT~ AN, AMeEmNRGatRS5HE. &
Bh . HEESAE

RARF A EIEFE MR ZEILR, (kB aEN
FIL, E— W A ERE AT, BB H R N A
f, B EHLA L,

WEFRR, BEEARRAAMERE S84, (HE1E
FREARAK—IE, Bl 2R ENREEER, Hitbw
PIEILGI ., L, EBIREL,

HEEOROKREE

IKIBHEERBIB 6
RARBEALER, BRTE
REARPHIE 2SN, BB L XS
Ho B RRE SR, MiTRE, 24—
iz BN IEE R R —Z]
i, SR —INAEZNIES, SEia—F
IR [EFEER
WS WA R TR “kEZE,
‘IO, BT S —ERRENE,
XD,

1 Eﬁg: @E_ﬁ, 1ﬁ§:FEo

2 KA EREII, SEEh
kg,

3 FE: EARIINEESER
RS TRIMEARINFE

4 Frith: ERFMESAEAMET
it ifto

5 T1L: ITEEhltFaEseEth
EAKE.

6 fEE: LAEKHE (Mohs’ Scale
Hardness) JtrifE, thAfEE
710, 2R FRRENER.



The profile

Strokes of brilliance

Calligrapher Grace Chen Liang shares why she believes her chosen art form
requires dedication, research, and a willingness to push the boundaries.

Translation: Hong Xinyi

Grace Chen Liang grew up in Changzhou, China. She
was immersed in the world of art from a young age, as
her father worked at a research institute for applied art.
He was her first calligraphy teacher. Every Sunday, after
dinner, she practiced calligraphy for three to four hours,
rain or shine. During the summer holidays, these sessions
stretched to eight hours. But they were always followed
by supper with her father at a noodle house nearby.

She enjoyed calligraphy and excelled at it, representing
her schoolin regional and national competitions. While her
foundation was built mainly on the style established by
Tang Dynasty masters Yan Zhenqing and Liu Gongquan,
she also studied the work of other calligraphy masters
from different periods of Chinese history.

Born left-handed, Chen was trained to write with her
right hand once she entered school. But one day, while
practicing calligraphy at home, her father let her freestyle,
and she decided to wield the brush with her left hand
instead. That's when he discovered that she could write
calligraphy with either hand, and he encouraged her to
develop different styles for each hand.

As a result, the calligraphy Chen creates with her
right hand isimposing and lofty, while that made with her
left is more delicate and unadorned. Her ambidextrous
abilities give her work a unique charisma.

In her 20s, she was encouraged by her father’s friend
to seek more opportunities in Singapore. She moved
here to study accountancy, and then started working
in the finance industry. It was a well-paying and stable
career, but she had no outlet for her creativity. So, in
2015, when she turned 40, she decided to start teaching
calligraphy. Chen has also participated in dance and music
performances. Her work has been exhibited all over the
world (including in her 2017 solo show, Between Black
and White, at The Arts House), and is collected by both
organisations and individuals.

Her father always stressed the importance of learning
continuousy, and she strives to keep educating herself
so she can bring depth to her calligraphy. Chen believes
that calligraphy is at the heart of Chinese culture, and
closely linked to Chinese architecture and philosophies.
Architecture makes something out of nothing. Similarly,
calligraphy strokes demarcate a blank page, using
intersections and layering to create spatial beauty.

As a teacher, she wants her students to be able
appreciate the iconic work created during different Chinese
dynasties, and also understand their historical contexts.
“Calligraphy is something you have to keep practicing,”
she says. “If you have talent, you will learn fast. But you
still have to put in the work.” It's also important to focus
on the process rather than the results. “Calligraphy is not
just a traditional art form. It is a way of expressing your
emotions. When you have a strong foundation, and you
feel inspired, that expression will happen and this process
is full of pleasure. But without that foundation, it will be
hard for the expression to happen.”

Chen particularly admires Song Dynasty master
Mi Fu, who was especially skilled in the running cursive
style, and whose work shows that he never stopped
challenging himself. “Consistency can sometimes be an
excuse for laziness,” she says. In that spirit, she hopes to
keep pushing herself to explore new ways of presenting
calligraphy, from incorporating artificial intelligence
and moving images, to involving the audience in the
process of creation.
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Special report

The joys and pains
of moving house

New immigrants often stay in many different places over the course of their
journey in Singapore. Here are some different ways they approach the process

of leaving one dwelling and choosing another.

GUO ZHIFENG
(Permanent resident,

originally from Hebei, China)
This martial arts coach used to
travel all over the world to promote
martial arts, and also has some interest

in Buddhism and other philosophies. That’s why he has
adopted this mindset: Since nowhere is home, everywhere
is home. Each time he moves, he examines his possessions.
Whatever he doesn’t need, he either discards or gives
to others. That includes even his trophies and medals.
“Everything is transient, why hold on to these things?”
he believes. For him, letting go of things is like saying
goodbye to the past, and creating space for growth and
improvement.

ECHOES YANG

(Dependant’s pass, originally
from Kunming, China)

Yang has made two big moves
in her life. The first was when
she moved from her hometown
of Kunming to Shanghai, which was
much more humid than she was used to. As a result,
when she made the second big move from Shanghai to
Singapore, the change in climate was far less drastic. But
while she had a career and many friends in Shanghai, she
felt more isolated as a housewife in Singapore. Her world
opened up more when she returned to her childhood
love of drawing. As an artist, she cherishes the objects
she and her husband have collected over the years. The
couple have held on to these items throughout all their
moves in Singapore, because they love the patina these
develop as time goes by.

Translation: Hong Xinyi

LU LINXUAN

(Permanent resident,
originally from Shandong,
China)

In his 10 years in Singapore, this radio
broadcaster has moved seven times,
at times staying in one place for just two months. He'’s
encountered all kinds of interesting situations, including
housemates who had different demands when it came
to keeping common areas neat and clean. “Finding a
good place to live involves some element of fate,” he
says. “Whether you meet a good landlord, or a good
housemate, that's all fate.” Having experienced so many
strange encounters in his life as a renter, he understands
that getting along with others is an art. On the plus
side, his many moves have enabled him to get to know
Singapore’s neighbourhoods much better.

JIA LIMING
(Permanent resident, originally
from Liaoning, China)

When he first moved to Singapore
in 2004, Jia rented a flat where
he lived with his wife and elder
daughter. In 2007, they bought a
home. Next year, they will move into a

new place. His family now includes another daughter, so
there are many toys they will have to pack up. And Yang
also has a collection of books. When he first moved to
Singapore, he brought with him books by Wang Xiaobo
and Milan Kundera. Having lived here for so many years,
he has accumulated many more books, both for himself
and his children. “There are so many things that will be
a real headache to move.”




MAGGIE CHEN
(New citizen, originally

from Hubei, China)

Chen moved here to attend
university, and started a business
with her husband after she graduated.

While most new immigrants only buy a home after
they become permanent residents, she decided to do
so quite early on. It wasn’t just because she regarded
property as an investment; she also wanted to feel
a sense of belonging. “Paying rent every month is a
significant expense, and interest rates were low back
then,” she says. “And | had already decided to stay in
Singapore.” When she moved from a rented home to
a place of her own, it felt really good. “l didn't have to

YUAN KEXIA
(New citizen, originally from

Shenyang, China)

When Yuan first moved to Singapore in
1999, she was a recent graduate coming
here to start her job as a gymnastics coach.

She stayed in several places during those early years, and
has fond memories of that time. “I first lived in a flat in Ang
Mo Kio together with three colleagues. We were really busy,
but we got along pretty well.” After becoming a permanent
resident, she continued renting, and only decided to buy a
place of her own in 2012 when her rent increased significantly.
Later, in 2019, she bought a condominium. By then, she had
decided that a quiet environment was a must. That's because
ahome in such an environment allows her to rest well after
tiring days at work.

LIN LUZAI
(New citizen, originally

worry anymore about being chased out by anybody.”
from Fuzhou, China)

This ink and wash painter

believes that moving opens

up new opportunities for him.

His first home in Singapore was ~

near his child’s school, and the principal invited him
to teach art classes for its teachers. That kicked off his
teaching career. He now lives in a two-storey shophouse
in the eastern part of Singapore. “There is a lot of
space for my artwork and classes, and the top floor is
the residential space.” He moved his collection of art
objects into this home by himself, piece by piece, and
with the greatest care, “as if [ was an ant”, he jokes. And
the opportunities have continued coming. Now next
doorto a popular tourist attraction, his art space often
gets visited by tourists, and he is always welcoming.

HUANG JING

(New citizen, originally from
Fujian, China)

Huang moved here to work after
graduating from university, and did
not plan to stay long. During her first
Chinese New Year in Singapore, her landlady
introduced her and her housemates to blackjack. “The funny
thing was, even though we didn’t really know what we were
doing, we kept winning.” The landlady even had to deduct
her losses from their rent. Later, Huang met her now husband,
and decided to settle down in Singapore. The couple now
stays in a place they bought in 2012. It's the first home she
has ever owned, and she feels a great sense of belonging
there. It's close to her mother-in-law’s place, and she has
built up pretty good relationships with her neighbours. “We
have a group chat where we share things like cooking tips
every day, and we have regular gatherings too.”
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Across cultures

&

Eurasian cuisine’s fusion flavours

Get to know the signature dishes of this unique community.

Translation: Hong Xinyi

The term Eurasian was coined in the 19th century
to refer to those whose fathers were of European
descent, and whose mothers were Asians. According
to the 2020 census, there are about 18,000 Eurasians
in Singapore. Although it is one of the smallest local
communities, it has many well-known figures, including
the Republic’s second president, Benjamin Sheares,
musician Jeremy Monteiro and gold medal Olympian
Joseph Schooling.

Eurasian cuisine has Portuguese, Dutch, British,
Indian, Malay and Chinese influences. It is often
compared to Peranakan cuisine, which fuses Malay
and Chinese ingredients and techniques. Eurasian
food blends elements from the East and West. For
instance, its dishes often use butter and Western
techniques such as baking. Eurasian cuisine also use
Asian ingredients as substitutes for European ones,
swopping out butter for coconut milk and chorizo
for Chinese sausage. Recipes are passed down from
generation to generation within families. However,
there are only a few Eurasian restaurants in Singapore
—-Quentin’s The Eurasian Restaurant and Rempapa
(which also serves Peranakan dishes).

Eurasian Beef Smore

This beef stew is made with dark soya sauce, and its
recipe varies from family to family. It typically includes
carrots, potatoes and ginger. Originally made with
beef tongue, this dish is now often made with other
beef cuts that don’t require as much prepping.

Devil's Curry

This dish was originally
named Curry Debal,
with “debal” meaning
“leftover” in Kristang
(a creole language
spoken by those with
mixed Portuguese and
Malay ancestry). The curry is made using Christmas
feast leftovers such as turkey. It is intensely spicy,
which perhaps explains why “debal” evolved into
“devil”. Despite its name, this dish does not include
curry powder. Instead, it features vinegar and Indian
and Malay spices.

Kapitan Curry

Once reserved for
colonial officers and
others of a certain
social standing, this
dish was a status
symbol and served
at special occasions.
It evolved into a staple for Christmas and New Year
feasts. Some believe it originated from the cooks of
Portuguese merchant ships, and also has Indian and
Malaccan influences. Ingredients include fruit vinegar,
lemon, chicken and potatoes.

Sugee Cake

Made with semolina
flour and almonds,
this cake is dense and
sweet. It is traditionally
made a few months before

Christmas, poked to create holes into which brandy
is poured, then served at tea time during the festive
season.




Food talk

Small bites with big flavours

Dumplings are part of many cultures’ cuisines.
y

Here are some varieties that can be sampled in Singapore.

Translation: Hong Xinyi

Y DUMPLING DARLINGS %

The first branch of this trendy eatery opened

2018 in Amoy Street. Its menu includes Korean-
style veggie mandu (with gochujang and Korean

pickles); Karana momo, a style of dumpling found

in Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan and India, and made here

with plant-based meat; Polish-style fried pierogi; as

well as dumplings with Peranakan and Cantonese

flavours. There are even dessert dumplings, which

have amaretto, cream cheese, vanilla and poached

pears, and are served with Tasmanian ice cream.
Prices range from $8to0 $12

forasingle type of five

dumplings, and $22

foran assortment of

15 dumplings.

44 Amoy Street
86 Circular Road

-

% THE HAN'S DUMPLINGS %

Opened by a man originally from Harbin and his
Singaporean Malay wife, this business offers halal
dumplings and rice dumplings. It takes orders
through its website, and occasionally appears as
a shopping-mall booth. Adapting from the pork-
and-celery filling of dumplings found in northeast
China, its dumplings are made with chicken, beef
and prawns. Prices range from $12 to $16 for a box
of 15 frozen dumplings.

Qthehansdumplings.cococart.co

% GYOZA-SAN %

Gyoza are Japanese-style potstickers, and typically
filled with pork, garlic and cabbage, and served
with soya sauce, vinegar or chilli oil. This Singapore
brand is halal-certified, and its base filling is made
with chicken instead. Prices range from $5.90 to
$7.50 for a serving of six gyozas. Check out the
Thai, Korean, mala, chilli crab and unagi variations.

30 Sembawang Drive, Sun Plaza #B1-10
5 Straits View, Marina One The Heart #B2-29
CIMB Plaza #B1-29

Y KAPITAN %

This restaurant specialises in Eastern
European cuisine, which includes
dumplings found in the cuisine
of Ukraine, Poland and Russia.
Kapitan’s dumplings come in

a range of colours, each with
different fillings. Choose from
salmon, lamb, pork, cheese, potato,
beef and chicken. Prices range from $12
to $14 for a single type of five dumplings, and
an assortment of eight flavours for $18. The mala
and salted egg flavours cost an extra $2.

Q 32 Maxwell Road #01-05 Maxwell Chambers
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