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Yeo Chee Kiong (b.1970-) is currently a Singapore art sculptor of
the mid-generation with the most international influence. He was born in
Pontian, southern Johor, Malaysia, which is also the Southernmost Point
of Continental Asia. In 1990, Yeo came to Singapore with nothing but
a backpack filled with some simple clothing to study at the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts.

The relationship between art and philosophy is inseparable.
Art is the philosopher's realistic sensation and illustration of judging
and understanding the world. Philosophy is a systematic and the-
oretical logical consciousness system. Art can interpret philosophy
very well. No matter how exquisite a philosophical theory can be, it
will appear boring if it is lack of artistic and concrete reconstruction.
"Phenomenology" is one of the most important schools of philosophy
in the 20th century. It is a philosophical study of the structures of ex-
perience and consciousness. Its founder is the German philosopher
Edmund Gustav Albrecht Husserl. Husserl defines that every
appearance is the representing image of something, "all consciousness
is the consciousness of something”, and consciousness itself is also
an absolute that transcends time, space, and individuals, and exists
objectively in general. It is a study of the nature of consciousness, or
the description of priori essential law, and nature and basic principles
of absolute understanding.

Yeo is a loyal supporter and practitioner of phenomenology. In
2002, while he was pursuing a master's degree in fine arts at The
Glasgow School of Art in Scotland, he began to pay attention to
Western philosophy, especially the "phenomenology of perception”
derived from Husserl's phenomenology by the French philosopher
Maurice Merleau-Ponty, and the "transcendental boundary" extended
from it which he found the perfect fit between philosophy and his
personal sculpture art. Among Yeo's many conceptual works, "A Day
Without A Tree " created in 2007, won the Grand Prize in the inaugural
APBF Signature Art Prize held in 2008 and has captured attention
from the art circles at home and abroad. He used the concept of
invisible water current that he had retained since his youth days to
create an unparalleled work - melting an art museum.

Yeo’s work has shifted from figurative realism to abstraction.
Inspired by the clouds deep in his memory, he has created a series
of three-dimensional visual perception works with “uncertainty”,
“contradiction” and “unreality” as the main axis of the creative spirit,
using real and touchable objects to embody a collection of unreality.
He is fascinated by the language and spatial relationship between
objects, space and the author. His works break from the familiar
concepts of people on the spatial proportion and vision while examining
the human condition in constructing an extended surreal world.
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Between Singapore and Malacca:
The Ong Kew Ho Family

Ong Kew Ho (also known as Kew Hoe, 7-1889) was one of
the three donors who each donated $500 to purchase a large
piece of land collectively for the Hokkien Ong clan in Singapore.
Though they were all originated from the Baijiao Village in Tongan
County, Fujian Province, Ong Kew Ho was the only Malacca-born.
In his book entitled “One Hundred Years’ History of the Chinese
in Singapore”, Sir Song Ong Siang had a brief record of the lives of
Ong Kew Ho and his youngest son Tek Lim (c.1876 - 1912).

Despite the saying that he built up his fortune from scratch, Ong
Kew Ho had a prominent family in Malacca. His eldest brother, Keng
Hoon, was a Towkay in Malacca known for his tapioca plantations.
His younger brother Poh Guat first assisted him in Singapore and
later returned to Malacca, where he was elected as a Municipal
Commissioner in 1888. His nephew Kim Hwee, the only son of Keng
Hoon, was awarded a Justice of the Peace in 1900.

Ong Kew Ho was known for his excellence in developing
business networks. After leaving the Chop Jew Wan owned by
Chan Koo Chan in December 1852, he set up the Chop Gwan Tong in
partnership with two friends and turned it into his sole proprietorship
in December 1858. The Chop Gwan Tong was mainly involved in
trading local produce, and operated the shipping routes between
Klang, Malacca and Singapore. He was also farsighted in investing in
new industries and became one of the few Chinese board members
in The Straits Insurance Company, Limited and The Singapore
Tramway Company, Limited, which were founded in 1883. When
Ong Kew Ho died on 18th February 1889, the local press reported
that “he was much respected among his own countrymen, and not
less so by those Europeans with whom he came into contact.”

Ong Kew Ho’s youngest son, Tek Lim, was well-educated
in English as one of the first batch of pupils of the Anglo-Chinese
School. He was enthusiastic about public affairs and had won
the tennis championship in the Straits Chinese Recreation Club
Tournament for many years. Despite his young age, he was
elected as a Municipal Commissioner for the term from 1907 to
1909. Thereafter, he was appointed as a member of the Rural Board
and awarded a Justice of the Peace in 1910.

Unfortunately, Ong Tek Lim died from dysentery on 6th July
1912 at the age of 36. During his lifetime, he donated to his alma
mater to set up a scholarship in his name. To fulfil his last wishes,
his widow Chia Lim Neo continued to set up the scholarships in his
name in three schools, including Anglo-Chinese School, St. Joseph’s
Institution and Raffles Institution. The Ong Family remained in touch
with the Seh Ong Kongsi even after Tek Lim’s death. His eldest son,
Swee Chew (? - 1979), was elected as one of the first three trustees
for the Seh Ong Charity in 1924 when he was still in his 20s.
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Sengkang:
Rebirth from a muddy country road

Sengkang is located at the northeast of Singapore and is similar in size to
Pulau Ubin. The first batch of Sengkang HDB flats was completed in Rivervale in
1997. Today, 250,000 residents live in this "water town".

Sengkang is divided into seven subzones including Rivervale, Compassvale,
Anchovale, Fernvale, Sengkang, Sengkang West and Lorong Halus North. In the
days when GPS was still unavailable, even taxi drivers who were on the road all
year round were at a loss and lamented that they had gone to "Holland".

Well, the "Valley" between Serangoon River and Punggol River is split into
river, compass and anchor districts from east to west, while west of Punggol River
is an aquatic “wetland” covered with “ferns”.

Before development, Kangkar, Half-Kangkar and Punggol were located along
the valley between the two rivers. Punggol has become "independent" and is still
growing as a new town. Kangkar refers to the “estuary” of the seven and a half
miles of Serangoon.

In the early 1980s, Kangkar was still a bustling village and fishing port, with
hundreds of fishing boats providing fresh catches locally. Residents also built
houses further away on Sungei Tengah, a tributary of the Serangoon River, forming
Kampung Sungei Tengah.

Kampung Sungei Tengah was popularly known as Half-Kangkar where the
muddy Lorong Sengkang ran across the village. Indeed, Sengkang town is named
after this small country lane. Meng Teck School and Soo Teck School were once
located nearby. The Catholic Church founded Meng Teck School (1932-1985).
Today’s CHIJ St. Joseph's Convent was built on the same site.

Punggol's Soo Teck LRT station is named after the privately-run Soo Teck
School, currently where the HDB block 249 is located. Due to a limited budget,
the children of the village school principal had to help to clean up the classrooms
after school. The school flag was designed by the principal's daughter and sewn
by the principal's wife. The principal, a man of profound learning, was also the
village chief and the chairman of the welcome committee for the visit by the late
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew then.

St. Anne's Church, completed in 1963, is the only witness to the eras here.
About a decade after the church opened for prayers, the residents nearby received
the notification to relocate. The late Father Berthold had then considered to
close the church but eventually the blue print of the new towns indicated that the
church’s location is right in the centre.

The former rubber and tobacco plantations of Anchorvale which were once
under the Singapore United Plantation, are now home to HDB flats, schools and
hospitals. At present, Nan Chiau High School is the only secondary school in
Anchorvale. The school, founded on Kim Yam Road, nearly shut its doors in the
1990s as the enrolment rate continuously declined. At the beginning of the new
millennium, the Ministry of Education changed its policy to decouple the management
of aided schools from land ownership. The Hokkien Huay Kuan accepted the
government's compensation. Nan Chiau High School started to settle down in
Sengkang and was designated as the 11th Special Assistance Plan (SAP) school.

Another secondary school, Outram Secondary School, is expected to move
to Anchorvale in 2026. The situation of Outram Secondary School is similar as
that of Nan Chiau High School, facing the dilemma of population decline in the
York Hill area. However, relocation is much easier since it is a government school.

The Arulmigu Velmurugan Gnanamuneeswarar Temple in Rivervale combines
three Hindu temples into one. While this practice has become the norm for many
Chinese rural temples, it is less common in others.

The Sengkang Riverside Park on the Punggol Riverbank preserves Fernvale's
wetland ecology. It provides a relatively young estate with a "City in Nature" oasis.
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