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Co-Published by the Singapore Federation of Chinese THE CHINESE IN SIN
Clan Associations and World Scientific Publishing Co. .
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The book documents over 700 years of Singapore’s history from

her early years, even before Sir Stamford Raffles’ arrival. More
specifically, it documents the life and development of the Chinese
community in Singapore, as well as the role of the Chinese
community in growing the nation’s economic, societal, cultural
and even political scenes.

With “Pride in our Past, Legacy for our Future” as its key
objective, this book aims to preserve the Singapore Chinese story,
history and heritage for future generations, as well as keep our
cultures and traditions alive. Therefore, the book aims to serve
as a comprehensive guide for Singaporeans, new immigrants and

foreigners to have an epitome of the Singapore society.

Extent 969 pages
Publication Date June 2019
Hardback $98

ISBN 978-981-3277-63-2
Paperback $68

ISBN 978-981-3278-32-5
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Remembering Lim Boon Keng

An interview with his great granddaughter
Stella Kon

On 18 October 1869, Lim Thean Geow and his wife brought
their third child Lim Boon Keng into the world. Unfortunately
the parents passed away, leaving the boy in the care of his
grandparents.

Lim Boon Keng was among the first Singapore Chinese
to win a Queen’s Scholarship to study medicine at Edinburgh
University. His public service records were outstanding in the
areas of healthcare, education and advancement of the Chinese
community.

On 10th to 13th October 2019, “Lim Boon Keng” will make
a stage appearance in Victoria Theatre. It is a musical being
written by Stella Kon.

Stella Kon is the great granddaughter of Lim Boon Keng.
She is a playwright, author and poet. She revealed that the idea
of writing a musical based on the life of her great grandfather
came to her 20 years ago. She did not seriously start penning
until 2 years ago. She is still writing during this interview.

Born in 1944 in Edinburgh, Stella Kon came to Singapore at
4 years of age. Her 76 years old great grandfather was still alive
then. She has little recollection of him except from conversations
with her father Lim Kok Ann and various publications. The only
memory she has is that whenever her great grandfather smoking
cigar, he would twirl the foil wrapper onto her little finger like a ring.

Apart from serving the community as a medical doctor, Lim
Boon Keng jointly established the Chinese Philomathic Society,
the Straits Chinese Magazine and the first public school for
Chinese girls.

Lim Boon Keng was appointed as the president of the
Xiamen University between 1921 and 1937. During that period,
he had largely forgone his own salary and even sold his
properties in Singapore to fund expenses mainly incurred for
the university. He went to Nanking, Shanghai, Foochow, Canton,
Singapore, Malaya and Indonesia to raise fund to sustain the
university.

Lim Boon Keng’s deep adherence to Confucianism was
strongly tied to his pedagogy and administration of the University.
Confucian teaching was largely pushed to the background
arising from the “May Fourth Movement”. This adversely affected
Lim’s administration, which although ahead of his time, was
undeservedly neglected by the University.

It was only until 2005 the Xiamen University decided to
commemorate Lim’s contribution with the “Boon Keng Pavilion”.
Following that, Lim Boon Keng statue was erected, the Lim
Boon Keng Centre for International Studies was set up and his
residence was marked as a heritage site.

In 2004, a ceremony commemorating the 10th anniversary
of the Centre for Chinese Language & Culture, Nanyang
Technological University, Lee Kuan Yew praised Lim Boon Keng
as an exemplary scholar of both Chinese and Western language
and culture. The Straits Times devoted a full page write up on
Lim Boon Keng and his part in the country’s development. Stella
said with much pride that this was truly a solid recognition of
her ancestor.

During the Japanese occupation, the Japanese army
pressed Lim Boon Keng to become the President of the
Overseas Chinese Association. He was told to raise $50million
Straits dollars for the Japanese as a pledge of loyalty and to
save Chinese lives. He was criticised by parts of the Chinese
community for this.

Lim Boon Keng passed away on 1st Jan1957, having lived
in seclusion after the war. He was buried in Bidadari Cemetery.

(Translated by Kwan Yue Keng)



FEH

N - FFRER

Anman (BF4EHE) 228X

£, EF207HH (EPHERK) &

B, RA-—ITMRAABNETE —
3K*LF(1900-1955), HIGMEAEHIN19326:8R =
19335121,

X—xU, SIRRMNKEXNBSEEDI.
BarRERNK, EEE CGRRle) (KZ4E
B, RTHRILT (BRBE) (BhRP) , W3R
EE, URES. BERENE: REATHREES
SEEBRRK. Z—HH, REMBEMIEHI

HRKz—MEHRE, AT (BRFLE) —P8
HEAE? REEENTHLEESHD, EHD%E
HRERAELEEE,

KALFTF 1900 A FIAmML, RERM
SA, BERM, BENE, ELTFRESHAK
FREHFET L., BEI19GB0FRDER, LD
NEERFEEHSK, TAKRIME L mEFE
FHRERK, HNFNI25 ., AZREHRE, BH
NAME, TEFEFERBEREN, MEERMBA
PFEHE. FE “tLtEE BFKA, X F1939



FEEMME, EEMNBREESR (BFLF) &8
T, FEF (BMNTF) wmEIE. B, HKILT
ESE. T, BRE BBERZEANFPE
FEF¥e, BEESHF, MEHR (EFEHR)
SEEREAS ((BARRE) BABZz—) , ¥H
BE (FEFFR) RREXZR.

1MMFRANFFEPER, AERERMIL,
AL T IR EER, HERFHARAARRA
REAMD, RREEVFRAENETRNERASE
£, ARKREBIMREEE. 1949FFLRK
FHRABXRHE, HE1995FTH, RIFET,
LEMNESS

KILTEHEENEXHRBEBIE, SERX
T, BitEESH, CREEMNVAHEE
fE. B1939FZE1947F, fHMEESRIERE
8M, BREBAMEEI KL, BF (BARF
£) . (KEFZPZHE) . EHBISERE)
(ShEaeE) . (REDRILMBE) (FMFE)
Z, HE4MR (BRLUHEME) . (FmE¥
B) . (E#HLE) (FF) . (EFEHFEL
FRB) (EENESE) .

Hff (BRBL) NEFESZE, FAN
EFIE, 19MMFARRBFIENBELMR, ARE
KALTHERRKRER. APHABQTIS1EF
ERARREZE1824FREL5A, X9NEE: B
—ELRIE (1405-1511) ;| E-ERFHT
ZURKA (1511-1641) ; B=FEF=LAK
(1641-1795, 1818-1824) ; FNERESAR
£ (1824LLJF) ; FREEF (WEME, EN
BTHZE) . BMERFTEE, BERPRISE
PEUK “1613FLBHEmL2E" | “TRH
TERCNEEREER" , £BHF3402T, FJL
HA8E8Ex—H.

EAFF, KILTHRAESAREEEDRILE
REVE IR AL, ENMBEB D TREBLPNER. B
5, fEHBENENR, g (BRF. KREi)
FEOFEERVEE, TITHEHK. HPERiseE,

EF (RE) SHEXRBHKN, HMHE “XEK
ZYEBHEDAF" . "BEIUERE, HREH
RE, WRE=1TX, MEEXRRBEET, 15H
ERETE=AN" . HR, bl "SARER
#R%R (Majapahit) Zj5, NEBzZAKE" . &
SEMPBIESIRES. FNEEREDE
ZTMN, AE-ERNEH (FEH=H) £F+
o, BB RMEZ" MXE. BN, SRE
RZMAF, BEEE, IEFELRFZEER
X' (FERRH. BEXR) , IUSABRER
RN T HRIERL WL, E=, ikigH,

ST g g A B ) e e s

i

i e e B e e

2 T
-



e

il

BEESAREERTZE, SRRHNERBVRK
AIFE. BET AR, FZ259NE, &
B, NEEBHU AR (BREERER (£
&)), "ERULRBERAZES" .
(BARFE) WERMERS, BT AR
5, RMRDRLE (REBILE) WHRFE
MENSESR, RUNETEETUTEKRRE,
—. WRBEZPFHR. XLHRR—ELE, &
RKAEERERITIZ: NBBUEZ R ARGAK
R, MNEFFRREIBFHREKRIR, M43
BEHREBRE, NIMIEIRFRERIE B
DS RINS tE: L VL
EEZERE. HH
R UL AEIRR
BHANE, BHA
ZHBHH LY
575, LH
XTEEEY

7E
,*i %ﬂ;\@g
b

RKEEH.
ImEELHR
@ F /N i Bl
1, B%M
BIRERE,
FUEE
v, &8
B R =E

2 E, B
i HAEE&K
BN,

imi (BAFE) IBF, EESE B

S+ M, FEEFETEMEARET

i, ZROMEIMT “EERNRE X—EREN. AT
RBEEEEAEE (ALY . (BHLE) . R
&5 . B CREKR) . &5 (2EMKE) .
(BRELF) , URAHZANSHEE, KEE

g RBHRN O

ragarad
sy

KIMELEFIWEXIE, E5,

=, WhEEREH, HmB (BRPEE) K
g, BMRE-IFNENXHIRE. TN “Gikd
A", MBZESDHAR “BEKRE" | HR, EEZF
RPAE, FRAPXERRIIRIEEZZTEHED,
DETHERARLERIR, 5—FHHE, HAZEKHAR
HERTFRANHARER, ABERGIN, ERS
SRR, CRESERAWEM EHTREINE!
BiETE “FIEN DA, HMRMEEEABEL
SRR, RZEMER T IXARELE,

M, HREREAEH. SKEIRRDEIL
£, ZRAKILTWARER. flmn: (BREE)
PEEE, IARREXMAE, BERAH, B4
EREIEEENNEE, Sikzs, BHLEKR—
., EECHEETFERME, BAFHTREILZE
Wi, HERMAAREKEA, SAREEHEE, —
BAiR. BMERI824FREZER, ©hIEM
g, EHFES, X—FLEBREEBRHERE.
tesh, SALTFTX T RFE PN BRIERREL.
—ZE (WFILEE+/IMEE) BEIFZ, &
. BN FhBEEHRIFE—FH. thiE (B
NERE) FERASRE, K. £ =, F
=f, BEEE, BABRNAKOER. (& (#H
Y MEARBEHHERM, wAFERA. )

KILT S, TR E RHEFHR
WERE, BAMZARE "FEFHR=AR"
(BREE) TRE T ZE, CRALKRPZ
FE, MSXRERFARGE, 20135, HLTFR
OkATSXEMRAMER CGRILTXEY . (5
REE) RXEFEAYANESRS, 20165, jar
ARHRRE ‘REZEAR , (BRBEELY B
EUBEERDFEt, X—FMXHNR, £—F
BREFADITER (BRI Friji: “BXE,
ZEzRl, TH2BESE, - RS, T
FEBRETE. 7

(FEAFHFRBETIEE)



HIEd=

N
da

Bk 36 IR I S5 H N

L - REFIR
- ZIHERS

BN tpE 2B R, EHEERFNIEN

PIsh. Lt NATEZE, RET
RARNFAME “DRXUEIZE" BER. 735
KN E i (Nadiputra) FE iR 2R, B 57—
FRICAAZAN ERNBEHKE, KSR
H, FEFZEZE,

‘5< —HRARY, FEMA, HEBMIE, 0
\}

(HRTBL) B/ENSRIZEISH

MBERA R KEDRKERNIERZ
2016 YR SN ARBE D RESKE (LTS
+)» (RadenMas), %254 EBangsawan
PEZIUHEIR ., HBRR1ELERDHEEE
(FIFEH S B)REN—REELE,

AR RNEE - 1TMmBEEEE, BXR
BILF, YMNBHRZMANER, EEAEHK
HECHNSRREZEME, ZMABREEELS
THE E—LZBRNT DL, —RERENANES
%, DEFBMERRDILIHE. ZMRITEE
FIRMN, RETEHFEME, 2BH T ZILETHE
SHEE. KIEAFEZMAR I EIREE,
T —dn, BREMBZILBFINZFSGM, WBFRIM
PREIREBNT DL, 2ESTH, —k5kk
BREW, BAKFRIRM, TS ERIEY,
BEKFHRET, HTSE AWMU T 5K
R Y 22 L

(ITSL) GIERZIARB0A, EATZ
I, REHMK. ENEAIAKMEHMN, KEL
& E AMargaret ChantiEIGFi N, SREERH
8 (Siti Shahirah Samad)ifER T &+, #&%(Fido
Ahdross) IHEZZ A,

KEZANNRHERR (LT BL) FRHT
1307, B Sri Mamanda Bangsawan 11 = #l/E,

RS



PEEFNRATNZAREE., (HNTEL) HE
RRZRAANEHEED,

MBERFN S RIEFT - BIELXL(Zulkar-
nine Hafiz), W&|2 LHEEY - fEfHr(Masmunah
Abdullah), Bangsawan2Z /77 £ & & #9h B I 5K 3%;
B, RBIEHE, 20tLBATFHINE. X BIFhE
EER. EERME, UEMPRRNESEWR.

MEEFRWR: “BEME(RTEL) RE
LECHSEL I EEFIBangsawan, £Hith
HIFIEFEE. ZRZENZARRE, BER
XEHERRS. RER (LTEHL) RRKE
OXR¥BINSE, "

RITEL) BEBZARPL—HET =K,
MM R R G0fA], fthifd:  “EREE, REXRH
LHERHRSF, B—EFRA, TRt F4E. 7

STRER

MEEFALR—NEZFRIER, 2SE40IE
T200%HEAR, BUKSERl, thea ANEIR
2¥Y. SEURREBHEREEN, MEKL
EBEXEE. RERAGXZNRIZA, KFEMtA
EREMOMEEE? il “FEREE, Eind
AL, ZEARTLHURT BIEHNE
R, ENTERIRNBRERE, ~

PMEEARFR B ODRKLEFRE]. 19855 )
H53%k)LERIATeater Nadi, [E5FHRTEHRAIT
X&EREIEDNE D EXNEIT SIS K EICermin
Ajaib, 1989F fth H Hf B RAMEIFA M S HI DR EZ K
JElJefriand Maria, &R %1k 120 {7, WEBERERE
F%, B —H, M19665F F|1982FFEFXK
AR, 1983F BB NBIF M BBEMERS
XMl 2001 FE NEBHRRIZES

BREEIER

METF R REIERE. SFETARER
/g (Tampines Primary School)¥$ 134 2E 7R
A{E % EB(Tampines West C.C.)Bt& 2 — 2 %

Fronsg eV E KR, Rl&0YThe Lion's Roar, &
REINSER KRB /NF I — B SRR -
RErExz+, BARZRNFE, EHiKEOur
Tampines Hub By Festival Theatre , X —&F%H
Hidayat Ong 4mfal, PBEHAKESEZARLE
THBIEREEM . 1 B AT RIAEEARNEREDHRE
HHITERAWEE], B2 ZERIFAIXENA
Theatre 2000/ % B S I,

REE, YEERUBETIOARNKERAR
AR R BB — B ERIAKRI, & EMukadimah
Nasib, fhif: “XPHWEBLHRNGZE, B
Tx—E3%, BNEAE-—NMALE, B2
ANAMFENEZEERNNFE, " BAaX
ERIFN AT, Mukadimah Nasib #97% H
#h R RRIEE/NF R Black Box @17,

RRERIARFIR
438 455 B % Almahdi AL-Haj Ibrahim, 4o
AR RFELMIXLRE. WRABME—ZE, P
HERFNIMREERANZ A, B —MRENE
F, REREFMEMNED KRB G KR,
fiLis:  “RIF@E, BEXRMSHIRE —FE
¥, ERHELT.



EEELHRNZFPNME LS
a8, E—HERIEHE—UMKRNHK
2, Rl & =Professor Nincompoop,
BRERAEHE. RRkEBRERHZF
B, FRBIAQME, ZMFEAHEAFER
WREIAGIMELLRE —PNREIA, XEA
FATRET, BRMEHET —NEEI
TercecerX %, X—MRIAHRBKE
EZORBELSEMIRREIP - Ramlee 1y

2 Seniman Bujang Lapok, x4
REBEERA, ERMLEFROMENS —
MNE|AMalisath3RE , ftif: “WHEER
SHECENK. WRIAESEIX
BB TEMREREFNRE®, KB
=, 7

BRIEiE (REBES

MESNIDKREZIBTRERE? A8
BEREAG: REETVEFROXET
EES S50, N ERSHETE
MR, iNBRIFE, RIAME
.

BET 4B E 451 2 Nadivisionfy &
. ZAATHENRSEER. &
M, TR, EFHAT &

i 15 1R % 2B ISR 3R 72 # hN3R A B
HE. "BAINZEFRAESZRIN
e, BRI EENEZHENRE
2, BWIRE., ’

48R T 19863k 18 X K (X
Bl), 2013FRRFEEN IR AR
Anugerah Tun Seri Lanang Award,

fERE IR EIFEK: “REERNE
HRE, REGRME. " HEERN
o2, AEMETF.

(EEHFTIFLHICE)

A SCRIPT WRITER AND DIRECTOR
WHO LOVES HIS WORK

Normally, as one gets older one’s creativity declines - Mr
Nadiputra is an exception. He turned out for the interview with
the writer looking fit and spirited.

Nadiputra is not known as “The King of Malay Theatre” for
nothing. He has scripted more than 200 plays for stage, radio
and television. His most famous play is Raden Mas, a grand
Bangsawan (Traditional Malay drama) which he directed and
scripted at a cost of 1.3 million dollars. It is a tragic story dating
back to 16th century Temasek kingdom, where princess Raden
Mas sacrificed her life for her father Pengeran Agong. Nadiputra
said he presented Raden Mas to give himself as an opportunity
to produce an exquisite Bangsawan to showcase the rich and
colourful art heritage of Singapore. The audiences were made up
mainly of intellectuals and some young people and the reviews
were positive.

Nadiputra impresses people as a warm, jovial, humorous
and philosophical person. He stresses the importance of reading
and social interaction for script-writing. His plays revolve around
issues of religion and society, especially matters of the heart.
Concerned with young people’s involvement in theatre, he
founded Teater Nadi, a Malay children’s drama group in the
1980s.

He has also produced and directed plays for Sriwana.

Nadiputra is currently involved in the production of an
English-language play about Singapore’s history. Titled The
Lion’s Roar, it is a collaboration between Tampines Primary
School and Tampines West C.C. He will be assisting Nazreen
Osman, an English Language teacher of the school in directing.

In September, Nadiputra will present a Malay Language play
titted Mukadimah Nasib. The theme of this play is the fate of the
world and it wants to convey the message that the peace and
harmony of the world are in the hands of us. It will be staged in
the Black Box of Tampines Primary School.

Nadiputra performed on stage in primary school. He acted
as Professor Nincompoop. While in secondary school, he wrote
a play titled Tercecer (The Dropout) for the school’s drama
competition and it was voted the best play.

Nadiputra had a happy childhood when his adopted father
often took him to watch Malay films and opera. He said he was
pleased with the fact that he could do things he liked for a living.
He enjoys directing his own plays. For his achievements he has
received the Cultural Medallion (Theatre) in 1986 and Anugerah
Tun Seri Lanang Award in 2013.

Nadiputra hopes Malay theatre will develop over time.
He notes that many young people are involved. They are
highly expressive and rich in imagination and their works are
experimental in nature.

Nadiputra worked as a Customs Officer from 1966 to
1982. He was a producer, director and scriptwriter for the
former Singapore Broadcasting Corporation from 1983 to 2000.
He is currently the Managing Director of Nadivision, a private
production house in Singapore which specializes in producing,
scripting, directing theatre, radio and TV drama, documentaries
and commercial productions.
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