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181951 H28H, 3{# L (Thomas Stamford Bingley Raffles)
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Sir Frederick Aloysius Weld gave Woolner the commission to
execute the statue of Sir Stamford Raffles for Singapore; ...... The statue
was colossal and of bronze. The unveiling ceremony was very imposing:
the natives expressed their admiration of the work, but regretted the figure
had no hat under the burning sun of the Strait Settlements!
—THOMAS WOOLNER,R.ASCULPTOR AND POET;HIS LIFE IN
LETTERS (P.326)

EHEI 3B K - BRI (Amy Woolner) i RESHY

£id, RERXGLTEERHBUIER M SEH/RIER

=+ (Sir Frederick Aloysius Weld)Z1E /R 4h(Woolner)
FlE, FEEANLAEBREELEMNUXTIBE, SHARK
RTRXMIRNRM, AR SRR 2R LTS
IR i WA T, Z T —TUEREE.

KRS - BRY(Thomas Woolnen) K&, HZIZE
REM “RHELBLER , BRESTARNE “H#ZFLE
BR 5% KT (Victoria Theatre and Concert Hall)giy #4358 + 4@
&, BUXEBEXT, BAEBRTE DR RAXNKGLHZE
BIE—EB BB ARG EEER MZ N HE L EREERREE,



BRHIAFTHZERERE-RBIDBLEARK
PRGN T ORE, ARXY TFRET ME
CHBMRIAGERE)NWEKATEES AN
&=, TR, WEEXEREIBHR ) “Orang
Besi” , JNIEHIFR "®kA" . MIt, X—1EANH
IR SRR 2 — RGBT HE, EAMT AT, T
ARBE, AW, XTZMEEEREER, ARG
FIEEN “RA" , AREAETDER.

(E1) DESIRM (E12) hER RS R
(B 5 3iE: “THOMAS WOOLNER, R.A. SCULPTOR AND
“GBA BIEERMIIFA? POET; HIS LIFE IN LETTERS” )
NKRAEXFEEWRIEEFIFEAN “&
AN HEERERXREEE - 5 " BEES, SKERGMFT., HEL

X OCRET #R+5 AR, FENE
PR, BRAOFNBSEEPIAER

JR4H(Thomas Woolner),

RO - BRANM

SERBLMELE BRI FH, MERER, 2FL
%2 B RIERAVEEIE R REBANRR O R

S - BHHEE. NHEMENERFE
S RAREE FE-—NMEEN, BTREXLE
EEZARARS RHEBRERNFER, EEEVENER S SEMM
FAAE, 2), WER., NEDEY, HEMmtSEskg, ¥
1825& 128 PEVNENRASERERENESR. BEKXE
17TAHEETFH R, BT, BREE, XEHPRELTZK

R, FAREME.
RN S RNERMESIFROMELEE R
TN, FOFRIBBEENERTERR

ES i I
® = (Hadleigh,
Suffolk), it

189241087 W, EBEELRENESEE, BRASER,
. BRME HEE THERNEARMES, BER, Hx
DT T EOMET S EEMARBE, NUNHFORE
BHEES SRALIRI, BHETEAT. MEZ. FMER
R, HEF L, BUMNEEE MK (Captain Cook)#y A H 4
HEHX ) " BEHEEST, 15, EHET KBS
> # s 2 ¥, ERSIFESAFPSHE, e
A ST BB SR,

- e
| SIRPTE LI E R E A KSERE
EREMA, BT AT U

(E13),.5 75 080,205 B (W1 TE)_(1847) (B e AM—3E, 19 LRMHE "SR
F: THOMAS WOOINERYRAYSCULPTORN S N .
AND, PQEE;CTL'IUS LEITER‘S’ 5 /Jf( (Pre-Raphaellte Brotherhood)
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J(E5) 18873 "Bk A" SRR AL (I F R
i ¥ THE'LIFE OF SIR STAMFORD

MAEMEDT, REBLNEIERNEEZD, bEzgiNFE
HAMEEY, KRIEEL, FEADTBIR. FZREHMNTZ
ERZFEMER, ZRENH=ZEFRERKE, REER
BRPEZARIMA, EEEEN TAREL" (BIAMFRER
B “BRERRER" ASEINRE. ZEALANREETH
TENNZARER, RYERFTREZNNERNRZE, A
MNREHZIEREELNZR, wNREHAERREAR. B
HRAEEERBIIED, MATANRREREH AR & AR
MEENL2E, ELWFRIRNBEFTEMBL, BERX—R
KRBT “BIRERK 28,

WERRM EREIBE

ERZRRMFA, SRASEANKRHNTFZ XA
T, ZRR., 2EEEIEXR., fln, HEZTTEKRZE
REFEDH - F£3%/R(Thomas Carlyle), &8E1FATRLE
(Alfred, Lord Tennyson)&iEIR3, S5F BRI AL ERRI
(Charles Darwin)INE 2%, B4R IARRIHI1ES MG
MER2E, RRXNVEEBZE (AEKMWEBEX) (The Descent of
Man)—$E, BABEZRFISWER, USRANEFTD
7 “WoolnerianTip” , BN Z/RMUIT AN EF BEZFHAN
8, RUBRZANERZXRNFTR, FAUERHER (Hx
(Puck)) (WLES)FREKMIT/NERMERZITRAF ., X4
FRRXER, FTRETHGE. W, RRIHAR “AES
N ERRE" B, BTI8T1F4REEERSRAZEIAR
RE PR FERE )L E R BN TS EIE R NS
n, FREZRRNWAS.

BRMAS “BA” MUEE?

BNz R WEE AT LR AT gE:

—RERPIBIBF M ERM KN R, BE&EAE
HRETR, XI—8, RERSIIN. FERMKSRHFELH
ENREFTRERBOFSHEAY, BIEREAI, FEERE
fib “—ARATWE" , RETNEEBEIAR.

ZRMNIBEERBANSRARFERMRIB NS
ZEHBERANZL T Z A (Zoological Garden )i,
NETEARNIPIHBINGXURAST, ERONMREREER
PSSO ZECHEY. MR EERRGL,



FNEERANTAEERHE, BRAESRAZER
HYENED KR, WXUREREZEREAN
REZHHD., BEZBHLURBEEZHRN. £
IYE, NZERBISRASRkGBELTRAERNA
HZ—

ERIENRTSRA RER, EEREE
., AREEEYNEIIER SE4ERERL,
71886 2R 4GE HiF AHEE(Coventry
Patmore)(VEE, R EBHERM SE4RE
B, AREERBILEMINEENDB, BiF
= F% BRmEERET R, AEBTHIER
‘Bz,

HR, UERARBNME. TEEANR, 2R
MBS THMESRBLRENES. T, XHLH
TREOFRIEAEY., SNREEARELTEHEF
MEx, AL, ATHSRPEHICEMBEANERN
SERRRERR., BHEN, ZRANZESR
TEERERARAL - SR EEH L (Sir Francis
Chantrey)tt Bl FTi it B ERNRHFERIER. —
IR AT1,500 7T 255 ZHE il B A9 3R 19 £ iy
WRBHREBARE ZEEBNERETOCEL
BHHT4S % E (Westminster Abbey); —R2RAER
RA B IR Z AR5 H 5 £ (Batavian Society of
Arts and Sciences)fy3k#H1&. TIXEME
R R RN R TSR 1ERE (Sumatra)kig & 4
RRMBERMTR, FESESESTRETREAE
B, RPN ZeEFm. ITHR—T,
NENEAEFRENY, HP—4SLEERE
YIke W R I (L E4),

“WA” R

SR RN FMEERSE, 188786727
AEZZBIBRHN “KEH" (The Padang)#1T
THEKIBRHEIL, BEBE4/RIEEL(Sir Frederick
Aloysius Weld) % B E#(NES). XEEERKM
RE4£ZATZEINESBLANTEZ—.
MESHLLES|, SmERS, HETIER. N

THESG, 4REBLERICREREE SRR
BEFREHERNz—. NI, XES2.44KH5HE1E
EES(EREGAER N, FEBMEEH
TR, IMREREERX), BYEEZZEIBRHAE
Ht., A, SEXX—FWEILEL, EREEM30
FEB, "BA LITEIZAE, AHEIAERZL
ZATIRER, WAREEICEREGHEE N ZTE—
XRBPERDRBERHRE,

RZE1919%F, A{MELFH MK FFE100F
Frf, XBETXUFHE, AEBEGBEE
By ‘4 FTWLEE” (Victoria Memorial Hall)
RiTaI(LE6), EAREETHNNERCET TR
BHAAS7T1FIHRFMFE AT NEEE "B
skBz” (Court House, “I[HE2KXE" Waig, I
N “ZRZXK" , The ART House)siHfz&. 5
XREIEROAREZEL, AN “FE" HE
L%, HESEERERNAA AL TIEBNEREN
£( W.Campbell Oman)igit, RABRAFINZE
MR R XL, G5 NRE BAOH,
Wiz, KEHE, X—YSEGEEEEMN S,

REALETE (RABEL) BER TR &
AR WEOR: KUBEFMEER2A6H, 35X
PHERME, XABRN, REEMGERAEIERT 7D
KF, BBIHIEE L (Sir Arthur Henderson Young)
FIHESHIL, SMUEENREERZ L, BH
fFE R, DRERIBAIEDREFPNRE, FHET
MANBZH, A0 E K XZE L 584 (Mr. Law Kway
Soo)BLUEBEAZINEE, BN TIX—BHFERH
HIER(MET) .

BiRMGETERAEN, REEHNTENF
ERHLKIR, RENESEFIRBLIEREED
BHER, MhiRERELHMESN, REHAT
—EBEMMFLL, X—GH O FHEENIGRT
— I HBHNEE.

EtES AR, BRERM NS (The Straits
Settlements Association) 9 R £ 3K .
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it SR, 194264 H EH BN, &0z
Bk, MR AriR Y aARERGRES. &
AHEKIE, BRGEHIGEANDE, BHRERE
BEBECRBEXRI AR, EREF@REBR
BHOE AYRTEEZNEZFENR, X2NE
ATRERER, ENHEE LG XESRRER
S EME R XGRS, FIEMBAEE T BRHN
WEER, BEYFhE—EHIRZL, BEFEHKS
5XtH®E. X, WOANKERSARIEN “&
A7, BRI PERgEYIRR” (Syonan Museum),

BSHE ‘BEXREYIE" BRHATULES), BEik12

T

(E6)1IMIFBEERY; “HBHW LB KITAIAIRAE

W EBERZSREE &/ MER. “BA” EE
M ERREL THAERN KBNS A,
“HERRE, EIBEN “HRAT T1946
FTR6AREMK, EFELE “E2RTLR
" (WR “EZALRRSERT BIIHE,
BB Z#E 1 (Sir Franklin Gimson) B HiER
B, 1EIF7THOR, RILHIERRMBLE165FF
RREE, BENENNRIEEFTINEETE = 6805%
ILEMEE. A, SUEHINKELTZEE,
FRIERENEZARAR, “BA" EHETER
tmeazm, BARRBEEROE, BESTENER

e

(Bl 3%kiE: “One Hundred Years,Of; Singaporeh)»m-gﬁ# B

.-# _qr— = B
(E18) 19425, 5[ {% 12 I3 i3 I M AU 15 =
(Bl /%iE:=Singapore-A\Pictorial History:4)




ERGIFERPABETEE, HEERENE,
AT RABRET R,

“GA” MEERHR

MRumy, HEE+FR, KA EF
T EET ZHm, S, RFERERT RRH
LB A" AEASTESN —ERFNER, =
ET10ZFRRBLINBMR, EEWRSIHS,
EELEAN] “MEEE" BEAE. HNEGH
BEAEKEA(Polymarble)fitE, BRT &5(£93
KBS TGN, Httmm—&E—#.

19722348 T, REGHBREL
(Acting President Dr. Yeoh Ghim Seng)ix
B "A%AT EFTEMBRREIL. HNBERERE
B TR IEOR 2R R AREE K (BoatQuay)., =R, B
ARBEEMREESWN, BB AN ZIEE
s &= (Rochor River),

MIEE A EIERM “HRA" WRKIBEAREY T
2. MREFA, BFHH, NFRIX, BT
BREFIBIEE, HHRESIFEA: BRKT, XEB
RENBE. SEFMIKANERSER. LHTHE
SKEMETHIZRSZ 8. “BkA" TR IR AT

—PNRIEHIRE, AFEHLENICIZ, WIUEEF I
KRR,

ZETHEEWERGMSRKBLESZN ISR, N
GosiE, ZUESXRHLIBLIRAERETEE -
XILAFEE (St Mary’s Church, Hendon), HIFEE
2%, BEXE.

FRHEFT IR FTR200EF, FHFEBEMRUR
HARSRB T Z2EESARBE., N THRLEZH
LRFIMEERMESEXRRBNER, FEF
¥, RBTBEEDME T NBBEG, AHEREE
EagR “WE" W IEBESE FRER B
o, ERRAERGEE, RKBTHWPFIRDSEKZ
SLIFFERL, AR EL OISR ABLL 3
(LE9), ERMERE—E, —EETRE “WiR"
BRIFHIARK,

=1

=

(R9) £EFH200AF, “HHA SHMEE “HE”
(FH3KiB: #E 2B T-2019 515 6H)

BEHH:

M1 BB (SRGBLMEEHE) (FEFHR), 1963F8F4H

21 BEEH: CREBLMENER) (BRERR), 1987510811

B3] REMEF: GIIEEATFE) FIRFEZFH IR, 1993
&£

Ul R (IR —BETFAEIRE) MRS FHE,2005
&

(51 Demetrius Charles Boulger(1897) “THE LIFE OF SIR
STAMFORD RAFFLES”

61 Amy Woolner (1917) “THOMAS WOOLNER, R.A. SCULP-
TOR AND POET; HIS LIFE IN LETTERS”

{71 Syonan Shimbun(9 September 1942) “Raffles’ Statute
Being Removed to Museum”

(81 Syonan Shimbun (13 September 1942) “Statue of Founder
Removed to Museum”

91 Indian Daily Mall (6 July 1946) “Raffles Statue Restoration
Today”

(101 Malaya Tribune (12 July 1946) “Sir Stamford Raffles & A
Rainbow”

(111 Ong Choo Suat, New Nation (3 December 1971) “Our
Heritage Many a narrow escape for Raffles’ statue”
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BENBETHEBREZEZE, 159 80FE
REIKIE, IRNELERR. BAGR. WK,
TR, FERZLER, BEATRRR,
RINKREELERLBDNESTERE. BXRT
198556 523 H £ttt, ZmtAYEEZRBERHE
BERIERFGEERE, HEAEZICEHR: B
HARZERNEALNIESNELE, BEA
ol — (Ui, R UNBEREEARANR
RADHVEIR R,

BIERAERE AT B EEEL SRS L.
“HEIRMMREERNENEF, NEMIREE
RoGME, SHER. BAE BZ. 8BRS
RE-BENEEZTHENRABRELU D,

‘REBRERNFEREESAER. BRM
ZWSRMEENET2TLEMRSIN, VETR
BLERL, BEMNEEHERE, RABIM,
ReEE—SHHBMLME SR, RTEESMH
T, AREXNRER, TRE-KEHIHRX
REIR, "

B, WRENSENRE SR T,
BEEX R, SOCRAMER, —RERMIEMBERIS
MEFE IMBER-—EFSIE B EPENR
i, MRAMEER T HEFHE=-IZK,

TURR Y SR8 A % B[R] BRI =4 B AR A /MY
B, BE-HHRIIEMRE. b
EZIENEETFE, REBGEEREEAKN
HF. REF2H, KELREFBMHERR,
REGRUE, ERNTNRRNEFREEFR
RRH . "

HEXEE —EETERIEZL., “XEFY
R L FIEME, TEFREEBMNET!
RFERET S

BERREFARFNPAZ—, BHXIEF

REFEHTEAEE R AK, EEI20085F 453 & 12 BM
BBREARTHNETBEHEFAEREBNR 2 LR
=, MREMA KRB, BRRBIEIKRFHEELR
H£1E19464F, XEREER, BRAESEXT=A
RINENEL, ilaBbERBEIREERN,
ENRERRX, ANASEHDEEARSEX, B
FEBELFEMECNDRE, ERERBIL, &
ERBRELVEERS, AJREIBITRELRE,

EANBIZHTHSANER. IR
BERZGAENSOPF, E5ERMNEA,
ZRBESENN DRI REZ NS, KEHNK,
TR, RARKREE. MAT19565F%E,
BXNEAEAZREE2 o EFES, RUBE
By, HENPAFRTR.

E—#: EANEER, ARERNEFZ
—, SHRBERE, FRMSIRME, 7 s, R
EEE-—HSE-IEHESNE.

1962F 4], A7 &4 HASEMEE AR BZ A4 1E
KEZAEANE, PHESESBERY "BARE
TNEHRARARBREREZRS” , NEPLED
SESNEZR, UBBRERZERASARNEHR
TREBBENAEIE, FATAIAIBRER
Z1HF, ABHIATRELREREHBKIE
T RRES.

B
EHER.

=R, BTN LTENTE 2, tERE
1B, BELIE. BEES. BELHKS, UK
hiEEES, BEERES, EERESRES,

2

F. FREFRVARHEREN.

REMBREXFEROLRA,

EFBAF5AITR
B RETERIEER, AR
BETREM, BABNENEFSHERNXD,
BRUELANBRIRELHNETY, RELERAM
B, EFER, MALEEABRES. 7
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BF2BE-ELTHE, Mt

RHERIA TR RERE, EREZEEMEEE,

ULEEZARED.
B-BEEREERATNFERA L AH P

WF, FRF=ZELEDRFIRITEBRZLE, T8

Eafgash., RFEMER, URMAESIX

W AREK, {RAIAEHERERIEgSR,

"R SORRERE, MNASHATER.

BB FRITRARMIL T8, REAXER—F

HTEERD T
RFEGBHIFE—HE, HENMIENA, SRE

BANEMAETE, AZERREME. B HICEE

RIZHBENR, BEXI—HPREEENCEE

. fEIMRRAE LR, wEBE AR

BiziR, ZHEARMTAKRERA.
—RERBBENDLERTREFEEH LA,

AE-EXENDAZLSRHITE, TRAEH

W, ERATABIRBETERERMBHIL

EEMREIH IV, MEERRE, TRRERE

RAVERES,

BRRXEERKDE
BFRZRXFEEEE, BE—EYERITH
wEL, SRELE, HRAERE, AREREE
R B2 (The Chartered Insurance Institute)
N RREK. SERMETESHAT, SHE
RERENEISAERL, FOELTEMD
MBI TERERERE, “FIBEME" NWRSE

REREME.
R-HEREIHT12F, INRXEFEE
5, @3 -BFREAERE, 1970FMHREMFE

ENBLEE/FERXE. BERE-HEXEBRE
s, BREKLEERRS, EEDERHEE
SHTFER, 1992FRIK,

SHENITREABHRFIRERN, KEMNR
B, PUEHRA “KRE” FICHHEEPNRRIKED
EE-ERETR, —FARRRSHOE hEFHENE
wEER—HEOPHRER, BRINEE -HERER
RN ZE S IR A 2RSS TR,

REEFBEREBZMELFTREEFRES,
B/ RHRBEXEIESERZ2E, RikE1
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The Furtherance of My Father’s Legacy
The Desire of Ng Eet Hiong

On 28th October 2018, the Singapore Chinese
Cultural Centre held a two-day senior citizens charity
concert “Sing along with you”. Among major contributors
to this concert was a white-haired couple — 80 year
old Ng Eet Hiong and 75 year old Wai Kok. When the
couple, who were great singing enthusiasts, heard that
their fellow singers wanted to have a performance, both
agreed to organise one for them, so that they can fulfil
their desire to display their singing talents. At the same
time used the concert as a charity fund raiser for the Sian
Chay Medical Institution — a charitable medical clinic
established in 1901.

The total expenses for the whole concert, amounting
to about $30,000, was met by Mr Ng and his wife.
They even hired a public accounting firm to keep the
books, thus ensuring accountability and transparency.
As for admission tickets, the audience can donate any
amount to the Sian Chay Medical Institution. Through
their extensive contacts and networkings, Mr and Mrs
Ng managed to raise over $140,000 from the two-night
concert.

When asked, why don’t they settle down to a quiet
retirement instead of involving themselves in such
demanding charity work, Mr Ng happily replied that he
was inspired by his father’s public spirit. He wishes to
emulate his father’s philanthropic spirit in making the
finances of Sian Chay Medical Institution so strong as
to enable it to carry out its clinical functions as widely as
possible; reaching out more to the poor and spreading
universal care.

Ng Eet Hiong is the only son of Ng Aik Huang (1908
-1985), who was the Chairman of Sian Chay Medical
Institution 54th and 55th Management committee(1960
-1963) . Ng Aik Huang was born in Nan An County,
Fudian Province, China. He left China at the age of
15 year old for Singapore to start a career as a trader.
His initial business was trading in fresh fruits, daily-use
household products, dried foodstuff, wine & spirits and
raw rubber. Later on, he ventured into the insurance
business, finally becoming Executive Director of the Asia
Insurance Co. Pte Ltd. upon his passing. He passed
away on 23rd June 1985. The then Prime Minister Lee
Kuan Yew immediately went to pay his respects at the
wake. He told reporters that Mr Ng had taken on heavy
responsibilities for the future of the Chinese community;
and that he was a very fluent orator in the Hokkien
dialect.

Ng Aik Huang spent a majority of his time in social
work. Before WWII, he was Tan Kah Kee’s very capable
assistant. They gathered at Ee Hoe Hean Club premises
with Tan Lark Sye, Pan Shou and Ko Teck Kin to discuss
community’s matters and settle disputes.

“The days when | was brought to Ee Hoe Hean, |
observed Uncles Lark Sye, Teck Kin and all the elders
busily conducting meetings. | was rather unhappy. When
| saw their serious faces, | dare not make noise but sat
quietly by myself in a corner doing my homework. When
tiredness overcame me, | dozed off at times and when |
woke, it would already be night time. It was then | would
follow a rather grim-faced father back home.”

Ng Eet Hiong recalls the early death of his mother
just after the War, and his father took extra care to keep
his only son close to himself. He was fetched to Ee
Hoe Hean immediately after school, a practice which
continued till he reached secondary school. Ee Hoe Hean
Club became very much a second home for the young
Eet Hiong. A concerned and loving father, who spent
his spare time talking to him, Eet Hiong felt that those
days in Ee Hoe Hean were some of his happiest youthful
days. The recollection at this stage was so moving for Eet
Hiong, that his tears uncontrollably replaced his words.

Ng Aik Huang was one of Tan Lark Sye’s most
constant supporter in the establishment of Nanyang
University. From the opening of the University in 1956, he
was an executive member for several terms, sometimes
as treasurer, serving with great dedication. Eet Hiong
also proudly recalls that besides his father’s remarkable
efforts in Nanyang University, there was another matter
which was unforgettable.

In 1962, when remains of the Japanese Occupation
victims were discovered in many parts of Singapore,
the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce formed
a committee to build a “Memorial to the Civilian Victims
of the Japanese Occupation”. By virtue of him being a
committee member of SCCC, Ng Aik Huang was given
the responsibility of overseeing the excavation of the
remains of the victims. He personally supervised the
excavation works, instructing the workers to search
thoroughly for all possible remains in their diggings. “My
father is always that thorough, dedicated and diligent in
all his endeavours”.

Ng Aik Huang served in a wide circle of social and
communal organisations, which included the Singapore
Lam Ann Association, Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan,
Singapore Buddhist Federation, Nanyang Confucian
Association, Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce,
Straits Chinese China Relief Fund Committee, Singapore
Chinese Anti-Japanese Movement, Singapore Chinese
High School and raising funds for Mee Toh School.

Under the influence of his father, Eet Hiong, took
up a career in insurance business. He went to England
and obtained a membership of The Chartered Insurance
Institute. Later, he set up his insurance company in
England and helped many young Chinese establish
themselves in their businesses. This continued for 12
years until 1970, with regards for his aging father, he
returned to Singapore.

In teaching his children, Eet Hiong always
emphasised his father’s virtues and humility in his
conduct of his affairs. He also carried on his father’s
work in the various associations and community
organisations. With the support of his faithful wife Wai
Kok, the couple enjoy their love for singing and dancing.
They have raised a family of three daughters, a son and
six grandchildren.

Ng Eet Hiong remembers his fathers advice “to
have a family, to have a spouse, some wealth, this is
life, be satisfied”.

(Translated by Kwan Yue Keng)
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YISHUN: From gambier
plantations to satellite town

Yishun is a modern satellite town. With the opening of the cineplex,
Yishun 10, and Northpoint Shopping Centre nearly a quarter century ago,
Yishun soon became a popular destination for Singaporeans.

Yishun is named after Lim Nee Soon, one of the few HDB towns
which are named after a Chinese. The others are Whampoa and Simei.

Yishun was around over a century ago before being developed into
housing estate since the 1970s. In 19th century, the entire area stretching
from Seletar River to Sungei Sembawang was marked as “Seletar”. The
indigenous Orang Seletars were living by the Seletar River and on Seletar
Island. Most of them moved to Johor after Singapore’s independence.

In the 1850s, Chan Chu Kang was developed adjacent to the Seletar
River. The 24 acre land was covered with gambier and pepper plantations.
Indeed, there were many “kangs” adjacent to the various rivers in the 19th
century’s Singapore. Gambier, alongside with opium, were the dominated
trades for Singapore’s thriving economy back then.

Riding on the tide of industrialisation in the western world, gambier
was economically important as a brown dye and tanning agent for leather
and cloth. In early 20th century, gambier had lost its significance as more
artificial chemicals were produced as inexpensive substitutes.

These kangs were then transformed into pineapple and rubber
plantations. Lim Nee Soon who was known as ‘Pineapple King’ for making
his fortune from these crops, had many plantations located where Yishun,
Sembawang and Marsiling are today.

Lim Nee Soon was a community leader and philanthropist. He was
also a close friend of Sun Yat Sen and supported the revolutionary cause
in China. Unfortunately, his fortunes fell during the great depression in
the 1930s.

Bah Soon Pah village, formerly along Bah Soon Pah Road, was one
of the places early Chinese migrants settled and formed communities.
“Bah Soon” (Wah Soon) was the nickname of Lim Nee Soon, as he was
raised by his peranakan maternal grandmother.

Conflicts were inevitable between the Teo Chew and Hokkien
communities. During the 1930s, the villagers in Bah Soon Pah proposed
to build a temple which would assume the role of a mediator. Lim Nee
Soon donated money and land for the good cause. The temple was named
‘Wah Sua Temple’ after Lim Nee Soon. ‘Sua’ means ‘hill’ in Hokkien and
Teochew.

Today, he is still remembered in the two couplets at the entrance of the
relocated temple. The first characters of the couplets make up ‘Wah Soon’.

Chong Pang City is the first neighbourhood centre in Yishun New
Town. ‘Chong Pang’ was taken from Lim Chong Pang, a son of Lim
Nee Soon. The original Chong Pang Village was located near where
Sembawang MRT Station is today.

The establishment of the Sembawang Naval Base had attracted
many migrants from India. Foreign ships docked for maintenance, and
also brought sailors to Chong Pang Village, making it a vibrant area
reminiscent of the lost era.
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AUTHOR WHO WRITES TO FULFILL
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

The five-room flat of author Djamal Tukimin in
Yishun looked a little dark in the sunless afternoon but
the minute | stepped into the sitting room | was drawn to
the books that filled it. Djamal has a collection of 15,000
books. Some of them are so rare that Malaysian PhD
students have come all the way to ask for permission
to make a photocopy.

72-year-old Djamal is a walking encyclopedia of
Malay culture. He has published two poetry collections,
a tome on Pantun - traditional Malay poetry, a novel,
a collection of short stories, four plays and at least
two research books on Malay writers and performing
artists. On his poems, Associate Professor Hadijah
Rahmat said: “Djamal made an attempt to explore
religious themes by combining it with nature and
cultural elements. He also uses images of women in
his poems, including his religious poems.” When asked
why he favoured Islamic themes, he said that religion
was the only consistent factor in one’s life in order to
seek a safe and meaningful journey.” He likes Pantun
and said it was the most beautiful genre of poetry in
the world with its subtlety and the use of metaphor.

Djamal has received the Tun Seri Lanang Award-
the highest literary award in Malay literary field. He has
also been conferred the Archipelago Poet Award given
by the King of Thailand and the Cultural Medallion
given by the Singapore Government. Djamal regards
the awards as Alah’s special gift to him and is pleased
with them because they give him confidence and the
fund to publish new works. He grew up in Geylang
Serai and after moving to Lorong Tai Seng, missed
it so much that he cried for days. He was inspired to
write his famous long poem about his longing for the
old place (Betapapun Nyanyian Rindunya Si Amak
Geylang Serai).

Djamal came from a poor family and after his
father had passed away, shouldered the responsibility
of caring for his family. He took on odd jobs, trained
to be a carpenter and taught wood-work. Later on
he hosted Malay Culture program on radio, wrote
column for Malay newspaper and even did translation
from English to Malay and Indonesian for clients.
From 2009 to 2011 he was Fellow at the Malay World
and Civilization Institute of the National University of
Malaysia. His wife Maimunah has also written more
than a thousand poems in Pantun.

Djamal said Singapore was the original spot for
Malay culture and arts and that Sir Stamford Raffles
had been instrumental in getting precious Malay
resources translated from Malay to English. When
asked what he thought abut the state of Malays here,
he said there was improvement over the years and
declared proudly that “The Malays here are the best
Malays in the world.” He hopes that Malay culture and
art will thrive in Singapore. He writes for long hours
daily and said that he would die if he could not write.
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