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The unforgettable principal of Hwa Chong
Recollections of See Seng Min of his father Sy Eng Su

Time flies. Established in 1919 and now already 6 years as an express integrated programme school, Hwa Chong
Institution will be celebrating its 100th anniversary next year. Hwa Chong has produced innumerable elites, and is
now an educational institution of solid repute. Established by the diligence and efforts of many, especially the founder
Tan Kah Kee, there were many commendable contributors, one of which is the 10th principal Mr. Sy Eng Su, aka Sy
Ong Sway (1889 — 1951). It was from his eldest son, See Seng Min (78 year), who shared his collection of newspaper
cuttings and memorabilia, we can now reacquaint ourselves with his admirable work.

Sy Eng Su, from Fujian Province, JinMen County, had his early education in the United states, University
of Michigan graduating with a Bachelors degree in Education and a Masters Degree in History. In 1937 with the
recommendation of a fellow countyman Tay Koh Yat, he was appointed the Principal of Hwa Chong. On assuming
the post, he abolished the old style of management, especially corporal punishment, and established a liberal and
open wall newspaper. Also permitted the students to self-manage their hostels, food selection, free choice of their
daily livelihood and encouraging open notice boards for their views. Teachers were recruited for their dedication and
diligence regardless of political leaning. However, teachers must adhere strictly to the rule that no politics are allowed
in the classrooms. There were claims that Sy was reputed to be the “overseas Cai YuanPei".

After the end of the Second World War, the Chairman of Hwa Chong Lee Kong Chian re-appointed Sy as
Principal to rebuild the school.

Sy was extremely public-spirited in nature, rallying the students to support Tan Kah Kee’s call to fight the
Japanese invasion of China. Just before the fall of Singapore, he also campaigned openly for teachers’ severance pay to
adequately meet living costs. In 1938, together with Gao PeiShan and Zhang MingCi, he established a Teachers Union
to improve the welfare of Chinese language teachers and assist students in further studies in China. In 1948, because
of Sy’s approving students from Hwa Chong and Nanyang Girls High to hold a “May 4th Movement” commemorative
gathering in Hwa Chong’s assembly hall, incurred the wrath of the British colonial government who demanded that
Sy stop the gathering. Sy stuck to his principle, rather to resign than to rescind his approval. The Board of Directors
had no choice but to accept his resignation.

From 1937 till 1948, during this 11 years as principal of Hwa Chong, Sy was much beloved and respected by both
students and staff. See Seng Min showed several school magazine articles and photographs all extolling the dedication
and humane virtues of Sy. In particular, teacher Shen WenBing recalled the three post-war years from 1946 — 1948
were glorious years in Hwa Chong's history; examples of which included the first Boy Scout troop in a Chinese medium
school, teaching in English which produced excellent bi-lingual students, and lead in sporting achievements. Another
great teacher, Ye FanFeng recalled Sy’s great spirit from patriotism for China and loving care for his students. In fact,
both Ye and Xue were cellmates in prison for the “Kun Xing Incident”.

Kun Xing Incident

Had Sy Eng Su been alive today, he would be 127 years old, but he passed away aged 62 years, on 10th
November 1951 at the Singapore General Hospital 67 years ago.

In an early morning on 25th June 1950, a troop of police arrested Sy and he was never to set foot in his home
again. At that time, Sy was Manager and Treasurer of the Kun Xing Rubber Trading Company, after having resigned
as principal of Hwa Chong.

The 1950’s was a period when the Korean War was at a peak. A group of businessmen decided to support China’s
fight with USA by supplying to China a shipment of much-needed raw rubber, which was an embargoed material. It
was a highly risky undertaking. The British were naturally allied to the Americans and enforced the embargo. On 12th
April 1951, the British airforce spotted the freighter Nancy Moller near Hainan Island. The vessel was carrying a cargo
of rubber for the Kun Xing Rubber Trading Co. destined for China. All 15 crew members on the vessel were arrested,
amongst which was Sy Eng Su. His health was good at that time, but developed stomach ailment in the harsh conditions
when detained. He was denied for medical treatment in spite of repeated requests.

His condition worsened intolerably, until all the cellmates petitioned for his treatment or they shall go on a hunger
strike. Only then, the prison authorities relented and transferred Sy to SGH. Sadly, he passed away after a few days
in hospital. His funeral was attended by hundreds, even mourned by inmates in Saint John’s Island and thousands of
overseas Chinese in the Zhong Shan Memorial Garden in Beijing.

See Seng Min recalls, “My father was married twice, his first wife also had an education in USA. Because she
bore no children, father remarried Yang LianYe. She is 100 years of age and bore him two boys and three girls, of
which | am eldest.” When Sy Eng Su was principal of Hwa Chong he was provided with a family quarters in Haw Par
Building within the school’'s compound. After he resigned, the school workers constructed an attap house for them,
which is near the today’s swimming pool. The family’s tight financial circumstances were alleviated with help from Lee
Kong Chian and Zhuang Pi Tang, and a donation of $2000 from China Democratic League. In addition, Hwa Chong
provided free secondary education to the children. His mother worked as a seamstress to supplement the family income.

Sy Eng Su left a strong legacy which is rich and memorable. Seng Min often reminds his children of their
grandfather’s contribution. In 1995, he brought them to the launch of the book “Famous Historical Figures of Singapore
Chinese” in which Sy Eng Su was featured.

See Seng Min concludes, “ My father was a personality who won the respect and admiration of his peers.”

Translated by Kwan Yue Keng
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FROM TOY AEROPLANE TO BATIK ART
AN INTERVIEW WITH BATIK ARTIST SARKASI

Sometimes a toy can ignite the imagination of a child and arouse in him the
interest to create something. The life and work of Batik painter Sarkasi bin Said
testifies to this fact. Sarkasi’s interest in handicraft work was aroused when at 5,
his grandfather gave him a toy aeroplane that was constructed without using nails.
He was fascinated with this delicate toy and became interested in art work. While
growing up, he used to help his grandmother sell batik clothes and the colours
and patterns of these clothes enhanced his interest in painting.

At 78, Sarkasi works incessantly. Eleven Batik paintings by him were exhibited
at the NUS Museum from September 2017 to June 2018. In addition, the art
gallery of Temasek Polytechnic also held an exhibition of Batik paintings by him
and his son lka Zahri Bin Sarkasi in June. Titled “Always Moving”, the exhibition
at NUS Museum displayed Batik paintings by Sarkasi which are done both in
the realistic and the abstract styles. It chronicles the changes in his style over
the years.

Batik painting involves a process of using a piece of cloth immersed in
rice water, on which patterns are traced with a copper or silver stick equipped
with liquid wax. The wax is dropped onto the patterns and colours to prevent
the colours from running. Then the whole cloth is soaked in dye several times
according to the number of colours. After dying the painted cloth is dried under
the sun. This is called “canting”.

Sarkasi often paints flowers in various images. He feels that nature

has been good to us, giving us beautiful flowers and we ought to protect it.
Sarkasi favours Batik painting in the abstract style. Transforming flower and other
cultural images into abstract forms gives him great pleasure. His paintings have
been praised by established art reviewer TK Sabapathy for their contemporary
and innovative streak.

Sarkasi stressed producing a Batik painting involves knowledge of various
fields, including that of botany and culture. Different motifs are worn on different
occasions.

Sarkasi has been travelling widely. He had visited various regions in Java
and had learned Batik production from Pak Aznam Effendy.

In the 1970s when NTUC was looking for a symbolic design to be printed
on Singapore’s national costume, Sarkasi’s orchid was picked and that brought
him nation-wide fame. He opened a shop named “Zee Creation” to produce Batik
clothing items. “Zee Creation” operated for nearly 50 years.

In May 2003, a Batik painting by him which measures 103-meter long entered
the records of Guinness World Records as the world’s longest Batik painting.
In 2014, the People’s Association launched an MRT card printed with Sarkasi’s
orchid motif together with the annual celebration of the chingay parade. His
daughter Imelda and son lka are both trained in Batik painting and visit schools
to conduct workshops on Batik art. Sarkasi stressed the importance of artistic
appreciation for a Batik artist.



12

BIXFE:

NE - FER

2018105140, KRS LEHAKLEM
120 \EIBA, EIZEEM D= IEWIBND X XSS
RIBAR— B A (Waterloo Street), 3 R3]
BRI — LA R,

B A B RS KE AR S AR R
TEHE, STARNDEIEME MR DBFHE
5], MORNEE, SHRMONBE. /5 ETEARY
SR AA R TR BB E AR BRI,
DEEEARA, BEA, ZEANRAAETRGE
ERY., BAMESTRBNERE, NRIERTE
B NEMRERROTE,

NEERMEE
BHRAHNNTEGEREANEDRNEE, o2
TR, HePRES FRBAN “BLUEAL" (FREW
BIMEBERTENY, ERMARZEIRAE, BE7T
MOEERIX i EFE, 18855%m, MZFEILAEID
shipfiik. 30RFfE, FrRILAMEMINTE(RE
), tiEHEHREERE.
MBENFEEFHHTR-—RAZBHERN
&, MEt/A\FENEREF(ERNLE). EROAT
BEHE, 8 -BREMNRERMEEE R E R R

ShxEd ENic

H(—EREFELANREE).

IR EAMGRE AT ZRZHBERNET
B, NDRAFEREREE, EHINREERINF
E2—, ZRWEMGEREGCERRE)EILRKRS R
By “tutEIET , EBREMA REWT . BUXEE
NEELFENTHRHD, AXEHFDEBLI0RFE
MeZSEE, EMUDIRMIN “wHE" (%
AT DREBMENLMETE).

MOENFEEXRE, SFETREBZALASE.
RERSY, EHRABAIEENING, FRI126-3, £
REMNBEFF AR EBE-—HROBBEHINNAE
FL, MEESRKPIRERLME.

KAZATHAMERR. SATARZFBEBRA
ATAMNERERHENZTE, LREBELMTEN
B¥. RAEAZ+AMRBAETE, NEFEAF &
B, LEHRELEBNMIE, RFEMERIE,

LHEMELHEE TN MBOTR FERNEHMR, F4
—RER, BRINEBEES RIS ENEE, 18R
REABELR, ¥R=ZFMELADER, BRKANW
TEGHEIMER. REAXISF, DEEREIF, F
NEEHEMSIENERS MREEX —RHHKEH
HERT . BNEHSE, RXF—EET +ZF. 015



Ry REMDEATE, KANBMEFTIENEES.

KB E

WHEREIENEER, 2IMERIRER S E iR EE
(Sri Krishnan Temple)BTE & ARFF, RN PHSEEAISCIL A,

XEBEFORTI870F, THREHERE=REWZ
—HEER(Vishnu) i & . BUERS N FESERHTH
#, BRBERAEERRTE TRME. BUERLEA
8 & (Garuda) SHRFERIEMN. ENERF (BEWEF %) id
B}, KBESRIFEREKNIGR, SAMELGTKES
Stha, LMERNR, NEEFEEH.

ETARNANNHREEESE, B8R CREMAEE
BaEE, BLEEEEREM, RNSEEZbEILE X
R, EE2—EMBFP, ERETE, BREHTIRT .

SEEREZSARI

MNEFEIHNEFEZARPONRW LU ZRFIZFT
FEZE. ZRHPOLHNETEEFELR, BRDMERXZSFRZ
—, NEREWHIMERMELZFHE. XGERYIR 71931
FEEMH “BARNZER” (Japan Elementary School), [l
RN LR AHBEZ R B A8 FE MG B L F R E — 8.
e BEHMBAAB THER, Hlan19405/9Doh Jin
Hospital(f5 R V2 Je#% B ik EfT, MTMCARMLE), 7R3E L
NEAXRFERES.

RREERBAARENS, & “NEER" 2K,
BHE18T0FLA, BAFMANBRLZEELTEFE, ERSHR
& /737 (Bugis Junction) — AR, MHEEENERE D
EAEFKR, BERMKFRX—HIRE, W37/
WA,

XEWRARANTERRN. RESXHEL:  “Fm
W E AR SHESKEA B ARENRIDRKR" . \BUWEBHRFRERE
RENBHELS, BARREFRIRWERE D Bz K
ZHUBABARI X ER, ERBEFESITR, KBAMBAE
B, XEERANTZHELSHTINTBEHLLEEEE
RE, #RERMBBAEFN, TEREXESH YW
AR,

EB#EXR, BAENEE-SRNERELEMHAM
. 1915FHFARMMENEZERARE, ARKEIZERE
ZERHARE, AFEBAPAERE EETRENSL,

U 55 3 £ ek [ K

SH L R N R i o SRR sy 5 e (Japan] Elemend
y Seleel), [ ol S

CAIL LT Rh  ERANGEETT



14

REFLEH (RAFKXY) « FA-—HEZRZ It
ERde, 5—HANSHEMEB. BARKRRKLI M
HEF, FETBRHOLA, FNREHINRCHSE
TRE.

XEE

1924, ZENEAHLIELZREREMNDS KK
FFNE, SRS HBAXREHS, BETXH
ENFHEENRNEASHEEREHE). 2Bz
B (O 2R SRR AR B EH NS ZLYZHE (N
SAMEERT). BR&ESEREADME, EEEH
TEIMIBEREENEEXFE,

1870F % B Y X = E (Church of Saints Peter &
PauDEWEHEZN “HHRE" , |ERMEEEEE
EWCZHEREREE T HE, TEFERNNEHEN
BRXGEEN, NESHEBE, REETHEA
REHGERS. REEZEER N EZERBELEIRIH
A, BERFEXRENEAERENETE.

HENES—BENBEEXYEREZEFENY S
WA EREABRBERENERIE. ¥oRE
EBEENEAGENET, BX EHNBRFNESE
BERIM—EHNEARERE, IR THERNES
BEHEIN, BSBEEMEASS, REIFNES
£ NEF—H,

SiBMIEANE

MOEE —HEEERAZKNERER, BTF
BEITR, FIRTERRROEME, XFR18784F
% BK 1Y S8 f] DU A 24 E (Maghain Aboth Synagogue),
FERENE . BEATERMIZLT
140, R|AHFHRBEMREINEE,

MABEINE EHAAE LR AT E(Star of
David), ZiR5IZAMIKAANBRYWOTRE. HHIERIE
MEREREFHERAARR, IMNELEREERAS
AR, "AENKRERRNGEE, HP—NMUERE
DREEWER. KIEELSSET SAERRREUS R /085t
ABETE, RAUBIE, AUASAERIMAIKL
HIFRER .

HTFIRAAREEMBENS KR, FURS

FHRMAHEREZTE, HENERABERREHE
—#, TR2ETIBENER, BREAMAKHMEE
MBREEEN., MABEEZZLIBA, APEEK
FERXIMIBA (ERRR) £, THRERGES
W, HFalTAAHKRN “ftk” (Rabbi)yZ L EUE K
NIEEH#E,

A I AR BEE T/ AR, 191 42 5k B N4 /Y
FE—HEMARREF N E LB A A (Sephardi Jews), &
BEKREHEX, I THNEMREEER LR, FL
FEFIEERT K, BEEAFLIE@EA, RN
BPLEIL AN (Ashkenazi Jews) TR R AN, f4]%
BWEEETX, BERBAKE, BLEHIZEFrankel
Avenue—r, BRIFIIBEBEARTERAAN, SR
B &M

H—NMELERT, BUNRMAAZEEEMNEERIE
BAERNENIBRIEE, AHBRRKFER RBFEI
BN REFMBHER T — K., XU “KEE" 5 “H
Mig" BR T AENFHERNRZNYIEZRRER
SR, —eERREE,

BESZRINEN, TIHIRHENEZER ‘BEENIN
A A” Menasseh Meyer(inZ= fyMeyer Road LU fth a5 ).
bl “MMET" WREZEFERIE, UENFETR
2A0%, SZERMESEANEEF, BEIFRFE14S
ISR R (David Marshall), ZFEfE, SERSSER
JERMSEMBURTES), AL T BT L%k, T1955
FIEFMIEE —FEEDK, RIFIRLKRARC
BRI KH ., KA EAMEMFEAER, SIITA
. XL EBBIR N ERITR KGR AT S IE SRR
BiE, T ISFHHEEERAE,

MAHETHRETFIHARZN613ZMar, REHL
TGN, MAZGERERE (Kosher food)tt B fEiE
ERE, ALESTFER, BUMRREM, {RA1ERT L
Iz, " BRRBR, . F. BHIAR, RFNEHT

AR, ETEF, “ARKPEHEEHN, TLEE
Ex, SUTER, #WAe., " FZEAN, KSHe

RHMALUER, THANES, 86, R6FN T8
BARPE,

BEWMEHR, BRERTEARSHD, BB
FEMRER EFULNRE, BREAEXENNE



7, —JEMMRE, RO TEINE
=, BRLITIKEFS, FER_RANER
7 gE Rk,

MAHEHBEN - KEZIRRZEMN
mAa—E2EARENER, 20
H R RIAIERENE, BRBOIREMN
BDEEMI4/ N A e BB N FI M. —
iR, MAHEHIERZAEMDRN
BESFERA.

YU ERAVABLE S| FBLE A, FBLk
B, THERNSHREAENLRSERHM
2R, TEeREARIES ASAK
ETONBEEEN, HAtSRME T
Hzh . XXXk, EHRITRRRZ
AERRERBTZME, ellRRT
REDUEMIEZ, 28 S5 Mk
% 7Y FRTAE

FESE:

1. BER, "“FIRFEXEREFZREE" , (H
B5xm) %/\+tH, 2017F7/8158.

2. ﬁ'/ 2R, CRESEN: FRERA L E

R) FIEESLKRZEHXR, N\GXUMEERE
AR, 20134, ISBN 978-981-4504-82-9,

3. Bonny Tan & Valerie Chew, “Maghain Aboth
Synagogue” , Singapore infopedia, National
Library Board Singapore. Accessed 3 September
2018.

4. Joanna HS Tan, “Church of Saints Peter &
Paul” , Singapore infopedia, National Library
Board Singapore. Accessed 7 September 2018.

5. Maghain Aboth Synagogue f#1% & O&1ig
F, 2018%F9AH4H,

6. Remember Singapore, “Singapore’ s Street of
Religious Harmony (Part Il) - Waterloo Street”
https://remembersingapore.org/2017/11/25/
waterloo-street-places-of-worship/. Accessed 6
September 2018.

7. Show Ying Ruo, “CHINESE BUDDHIST VEG-
ETARIAN HALLS ZHAITANG IN SOUTHEAST
ASIA: THEIR ORIGINS AND HISTORICAL IMPLI-
CATIONS” |, The ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute,
Working paper no. 28.

8. Thulaja Naidu, “Sri Krishnan Temple” , Singa-
pore infopedia, National Library Board Singapore.
Accessed 5 September 2018.

(FEAFMFEEREMEXSHhXSEE
FBmE)

Locating the multi-races
imprints in Waterloo Street

In mid-19th century, the Municipal Council renamed a road in the city from Church Street
to Waterloo Street. This is to commemorate the famous Battle of Waterloo in 1815, in which
the British-led allied army scored a decisive victory over Napoleon Bonaparte’s French army.

However, the local Chinese decided to name the parallel roads in the vicinity in numerical
order. Waterloo Street was therefore known as the “Fourth Road”.

Kwan Im Thong Hood Cho Temple (the Hall of Guanyin) is probably the most famous
heritage site along Waterloo Street. It has become one of the most iconic Chinese temples
in Singapore and continues to attract numerous visitors. Many visit the temple during the
birthdays of Guanyin and other important festive seasons. For instance, tens of thousands of
devotees would flood the temple to offer prayers for an auspicious new year.

The temple was established by Master Li Nan Shan as a zhaitang (vegetarian hall)
in the late 19th century. It was originally given the name Tian De Tang (Hall of Heavenly
Virtue) and is one of the earliest vegetarian halls in Singapore. Tian De Tang supported the
establishment of other vegetarian halls in the peninsula, and held a religious administration
role in Southeast Asia.

The temple is dedicated to Cundi Bodhisattva (Cundi Guanyin) who appears with
eighteen arms on a lotus. Cundi Guanyin is commonly worshipped in vegetarian halls
which are rooted on a special branch of Buddhism called Xian Tian Dao (Way of Former
Heaven) founded in the early Qing Dynasty. In this region, vegetarian halls complemented the
government effort by providing living quarters and care for those single elderly.

Sri Krishnan Temple next to the Hall of Guanyin was established even earlier in 1870.
There was a large Hindu migrant community living nearby. Interestingly, many Chinese
devotees also light joss sticks outside Sri Krishnan Temple after praying to Guanyin. It shows
how we share in one another’s beliefs and culture, leading to a sense of community and
mutual respect among Singaporeans of diverse religious and ethnic backgrounds.

Directly opposite Sri Krishnan Temple is the facade of the old Stamford Girls’ School.
It was initially home to Singapore Japanese Preparatory School established in 1931. The
pediment on the building shows a rising sun which closely resembled the naval ensign flown
by the Imperial Japanese Navy ships. Prior to the war, Japanese community lived in Middle
Road vicinity. Many of them also served as intelligence agents but disguised themselves as
medical practitioners, businessmen, photographers and prostitutes.

The Church of Saints Peter & Paul was established by French missionaries for the local
Chinese and Indian Catholic followers. When another church was built adjacent to the Rochor
River for the local Indian about 20 years later, the Church of Saints Peter & Paul became
exclusively for the Chinese. It was also served as a Chinese language centre for the French
missionaries prior to their onward journey to China.

The main attractions for the church are its century-old stained-glass windows imported
from France, and the stele inscribed with Tan Neo Keah, Chan Teck Hee and other Chinese
contributed significantly to the construction of the church and encouraged others to donate
to the cause.

The Maghain Aboth Synagogue (Shield of our Fathers) may be a stranger to many
passers-by. The 140 years architecture built with the aid of an influential Jewish businessman
Manasseh Meyer. It is an important religious and social centre for the local Jewish community.

The first wave of Jewish immigration to Singapore was Jews of Baghdadi origin. These
Baghdadi traders were travelling between Calcutta and Singapore. With the opening of Suez
Canal, Singapore saw an increase of Jews of Ashkenazi origin. Currently there are about
2,000 Jews staying here, many of whom are recent Ashkenazi migrants from Europe.

Preparation of Kosher meals must conform to the Jewish dietary regulations. For
example, pig and hare must be avoided. Slaughtering of animals is usually executed by a
trained person. The knife should be razor-sharp and must be checked before each killing to
ensure that it has no irregularities. The meat is deemed non-kosher if the cut is too shallow
and may cause pain to the animal. As expected, our friends of SFCCA were treated with
sumptuous Kosher meals at the end of the tour.
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© BREARZSINAR HE S BEREUALS

Value of Scholarship
+ Up to S$15,000 per academic year

Eligibility

+ Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident

+ Possess ‘A’ Levels or other equivalent
qualifications

+ Admitted into selected Chinese Universities

approved by SFCCA

EHi5H4 18] Application Period
01.04.2019 - 15.07.2019

%18 For more Enquiries

@ 6354 4078

admin@sfcca.sg

E http://www.sfcca.sg/scholarship/sfccascholarship!

s N HPRERTREE
DR\

Supported by SINGAPORE CLAN FOUNDATION
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