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9th National Day,

Sing-along

To celebrate the 50th birthday of our nation,
Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations
(SFCCA) and Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre
(SCCC) jointly organised the “9th National Day
Sing-along” on 1st August 2015 at Toa Payoh
HDB Hub. The evening concert attracted more
than a thousand general public, singing together
the National day songs and local folk songs that
encapsulate our collective memories and heart-felt
emotions. They were pouring out their very best
wishes for Singapore.

The audience gave a warm welcome for the
arrival of Minister for Culture, Community and
Youth and Second Minister for Communications
and Information, Mr Lawrence Wong. He was
accompanied by President of SFCCA, Mr Chua
Thian Poh and Secretary-General Mr Lee Kwok
Kie. They were singing together a local specialty
“Kopi-O” as they marched in. The whole assembly
stood up for the National Anthem and the Pledge
thereafter.

As in past years, the famous TCR Music
Station provided the orchestra and chorus for
this annual gathering. The masters-of-ceremony
were well-known broadcast personalities: Wendy
Xiao Ying, Gan Yeok Thiam and Leelian Chua.
The combined school choir from Kheng Cheng
School and Whitley Secondary School led the
mass singing session. The Ukulele Troupes from
YiShun South and Punggol West Community
Clubs presented “Where are you my love” (Z #{R
4L S ) , “Friends” (Bi%) and etc.

Throughout the night, singing
in a seemingly unending
stretch were various ethnic
songs like the Malay “Di
Tanjung Katong” and
Indian “Munnaeru
Vaalibaa”, Hokkien
“Bang Chhun Hong”
(B&M) and “l ask
the heaven” (&
[BX) , Cantonese
“From the heart of a
loafer” (R 7) and
“Friends” (AR .

The three  MCs
energised the audience
relentlessly. The thousand over
mass totally immersed into the remarkable
atmosphere. Their passion attracted many
passers-by who stopped and joined in the chorus.
As the night drew to a close, the lovely patriotic
song “Home” brought the 9th National Day Sing-
along to a grand finale.
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How do Clan Associations

establish to Institution of 3
Public Character?

In order for clan associations to fully
understand and appreciate their roles as an
Institution of Public Character (IPC), SFCCA
organised an IPC sharing session on 6 June
2015.

The following officials were invited to
provide insights regarding the setting up of
IPC:

1. Mr Low Puk Yeong, Commissioner

of Charities

2. Ms Yap Kah Wai, Senior Manager

(Sector Regulation), Charities Unit

3. Ms Woo E-Sah, Audit Partner, RSM

Chio Lim LLP
4. Mr Jeremy Chan, Partner, RSM
Chio Lim LLP

Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office,
Mr Chan Chun Sing was a special guest
speaker and also answered many queries.

This session was attended by over 70
members from various clan associations and
cultural organisations. Our “YUAN” reporter
had summarised the key concerns.

Question: What is a Charity?

Answer: A Charity is an organisation
which operates on a not-for-profit basis.
Its objective is exclusively for charitable
purposes and its activities are for the benefit
of society in general.

Q: What is an Institution of Public
Character?

A: An IPC serves the needs of Singapore
society as a whole, without assistance from
departments and ministries nor influence
from racial groups and creeds or religious
groups.

Q: What are the application requirements
for an IPC?
A: The organisation must operate on a not-
for-profit basis. Then it has to apply to the
Commissioner of Charities to be registered
as a Charity.

Q: What are the benefits of setting up a
Charity or IPC?

A: Charity and IPC can enjoy tax exemption.
Furthermore, IPC can apply for VWOs-
Charities Capability Fund (VCF). Donations
to IPC qualified charities shall enjoy 300%
tax deduction in year 2015, and 250%
deductions for donations up to year 2018.

EiE: aMEirs

it SRS ABKSMRSRE; Xit, TXREFE

BEESENILANSRIETER RIESUSESERAIIEARE

Q: What are “solely for charity assets”?
A: Take for example a piece of land with
a temple built on it and installed with an
altar. Since this is for charitable use, there
is no need to pay property tax for this land.
However, property tax must be paid if the
temple uses its compound as paid car park.
Similarly, if an association’s property is
rented out to generate income, it is no longer
“solely for charity asset”.

Q: If an IPC must comply to “without
assistance from departments and min-
istries nor influence from racial groups
and creeds or religious groups”, could
Chinese organisations serving their own
communities become an IPC?

A: If a Chinese organisation limits its
activities to Chinese only, it does not meet
the IPC criteria. IPC must not have racial
segregation. All activities must be open to
people of all races.

Q: What are the important requirements
for Clan Associations to set up a Charity
and IPC?

A: IPC must be independent from normal
clan associations’ activities. Hokkien Huay
Kuan and SFCCA are typical examples.
Hokkien Huay Kuan established the Hokkien
Foundation with the objective of improving
the living conditions of Singapore citizens in
educational, economic, social and cultural
related activities. These include donations to
cultural and educational organisations and
promoting education through awards and
bursaries. SFCCA established the Singapore
Clan Foundation with the objective of
promoting Mandarin, inculcating Chinese
culture and values. The Foundation supports
cultural activities and offers scholarships for
students researching Chinese culture.

Q: What is the necessity of IPC having an
independent Board of Directors?

A: The independent Board of Directors is
there to ensure the disbursement of funds is
impartial and the objective of benefiting the
whole society is properly met.

Q: Currently, clan associations’ manage-
ment committee members are voted by
ordinary members. If IPC board members
are to be independent, how are the board
members to be selected? What are the

additional duties for the clan associa-
tions after setting up of IPC?

A: For clan associations to set up an IPC,
the management committee must decide
how to elect the IPC board members. IPC
has some special requirements such as
conducting audits and publishing financial
reports annually. The annual reports must be
posted on its own website or on the Charity
Portal website for public viewing. This is to
enhance transparency and accountability.

There are two possible ways for clan
associations to set up an IPC. Clan
associations may consider transforming the
entire organisation into an IPC. Alternatively,
they may separate all the matters between
those of an Institution of Public Character
from those of a clan association. For the
latter, only the IPC itself must be opened to
the public but not the entire clan association.
This is a better model for those medium to
large clan associations who are not able to
convert all their operations into an IPC.

Q: What is the process of registration for
a Charity and IPC?

A: Under the Charities Act, organisations
whose sole objective is charitable work
must, within 3 months of setting up, apply for
registration to the Commissioner of Charities
as a Charity or IPC. They shall submit the
following documents online (www.charities.
gov.sg): Constitution; Particulars of board
members; Audited accounts for the past 3
years if available; Activities plan for the next
2 years; Funds disbursement plans for the
next 2 years.

Q: For a new association, what is the pro-
cess of applying to be a Charity or IPC?
A: The new association must apply first to
the Registry of Societies, then apply to be a
Charity or IPC.

Q: To establish an IPC, are there any
limitations to the size of the operations?
Is there a fixed number of beneficiaries?
A: There is no limit to the size of operations
for an IPC. Currently there are many small
sized IPCs. Furthermore, some audit firms
helping small IPCs in their accounts would
donate their audit fees back to that IPC.
There is also no limit to the number of
beneficiaries.
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“A General History of the Chinese in Singapore”
soon to be published

The Singapore Federation of
Chinese Clans Associations (SFCCA),
in celebration of 50 years of the
Republic of Singapore, has produced a
publication entitled “A General History
of the Chinese in Singapore” {Fiini
#£AEF) to be officially launched on
9th November 2015 at the SFCCA’s
30th Anniversary Dinner. This news was
announced by Vice-President Zhong
Sheng Jian(#1 7 &) on 8th July 2015 at
the book’s pre-launch media publicity
event.

According to Editor in Chief Kua
Bak Lim(#/R#k), the book chronicles
Singapore from the 14th Century till the
present, covering a period of almost 700
years. It draws upon 37 scholars and
editorial contributors from Singapore,
Malaysia, China, Hong Kong, and
Australia.

Why called “General
History”?

Mr Kua explained that general history
is a category of history-writing that is
topic-based. Topic-based authoring will
create a narrative of different periods
of history, which is most suitable for
presenting significant historical events,
outstanding personalities and diverse
cultures.

“A General History of the Chinese in
Singapore” encompasses both academic
and layman'’s interest. From pre-founding
“ancient” Singapore to economic
transformation via nation building; from
the leadership of eminent Chinese to
the lives of the ordinary people; from
the landing of Chinese immigrants
here to the sinking of roots as Chinese
Singaporeans; from cultural interaction,
political awakening to germination and
maturity in religion, literature and arts,
with audio-visual and performing arts all
taken into consideration. The complete
picture of Singapore Chinese society is
fleshed out through the studies of the
various specialists who have contributed
to the book.

The editorial board has carefully
selected over 300 illustrations. All
illustrations are in full colour, complete
with copious write-ups making it highly
readable and allowing readers to
comprehend Singapore Chinese history

at a glance. A summary in English and
Chinese is provided at the beginning of
each essay in the book. The timeline
at the right margin of the book allows
readers to quickly trace all the major
historical events which happened in
Singapore.

Fresh Historical Insights

Mr Kua revealed that the book
has some fresh historical insights. For
example, this year coincides with 25
years of establishment of diplomatic
ties between China and Singapore.
However, this relationship stretches way
back to 1877. The Qing government
already had a consulate office in
Singapore at that time. Qing government
had sent altogether 12 Consulates to
Singapore since then. The General of
China government sent 17 Consuls
General from 1912 till 1950; and the
People’s Republic of China has sent
10 Plenipotentiary Ambassadors since
1990.

It is indeed rejoicing news that
Singapore Botanic Gardens is success-
fully recognised as a world heritage.
“Actually, a world heritage has long been
in our homes. The early family letters is
a world heritage.” said Mr Kua.

On 19th June 2013 during a UNES-
CO committee meeting in Gwangju,
South Korea, the “Qiaopi archives” (“f%
##422”) has been successfully inscribed
into the “Memory of the World Register”.
Singapore used to be a regional money
remittance hub. The business of “Qiaopi”
remittances became extremely success-
ful immediately after the war. A specific
chapter on history the of “Qiaopi” is in-
cluded in the book.

There are also some rare fresh
insight researches, like the Singapore
Chinese “scholar” class, Singapore
Chinese classical literature as well as
left-wing writings during the Cultural
Revolution. The last chapter of the Book
is a “Who wrote Singapore History in
the Past 200 Years” listing from the time
of Singapore’s founding, providing a
reference source for researchers.

Besides all these, “A General
History of the Chinese in Singapore” also
stresses the preservation of legacies
and the verification of historical facts.

For example, in the Addendum of the
book is an introduction to “50 Singapore
Chinese Prominent Figures”, in which
biographical essays delve into the finest
details even up to their respective village
homesteads. It was also verified that Mr
Aw Boon Haw’s company Eng Aun Tong
was established in Singapore in 1926
and not the traditionally accepted 1923.

Once a Cultural Revival
Centre

All along, the Government has
strived to develop Singapore as an
outstanding international arts centre.
Actually, Singapore was once a centre
of arts revival. Tropical literature, fine
art, film making and drama, all had their
periods of shining brilliance.

Mr Kua Bak Lim stated that towards
the end of the 19th century, Singapore
had a scholar class which represent the
intellectuals of their days. Singapore also
saw a Confucianism movement in which
Khoo Seok Wan (E8%El) and Lim Boon
Keng (#A3ZER) were founding leaders.
That movement had some similarities
with Singapore’s Confucian study of the
1980s and may inspire our future.

Planning an English edition
and an overseas edition

Mr Zhong Sheng Jian said that,
since the announcement of the
publication of “A General History of the
Chinese in Singapore” last June, several
publishers had contacted SFCCA
asking for the right for publishing and
distribution overseas. It has now entered
into a selection process. Furthermore,
SFCCA is planning an English edition in
order to reach out to a wider readership
in Singapore.

SFCCA Secretary-General and
Advisor to the Editorial Board of the
book, Mr Lee Kwok Kie believed that this
is a legacy laid down by SFCCA for our
future generations. He hoped that the
book will receive strong support from the
Chinese community.

2300 copies of “A General History of
the Chinese in Singapore” will be printed
and priced at $80 each. Immediate
bookings will enjoy a special introductory
price of $49.90. For bookings, please call
63544078.
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