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Khan Siong Ann (1942-2021), a local oil painter who was once
the Vice President of Molan Art Association. He graduated from the
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) in 1967. In 1974, he went to
Paris, France, to continue his lifelong pursuit of art, by way of work
and study, as at that time he was overaged to be enrolled officially
in a formal local art school. He went to a furniture factory run by
a Chinese boss as a decoration painter and kept on learning and
practising, sometimes having to pay tickets for nude model sketching
practices. In 1989, he returned to Singapore to take care of his
elderly father and became a professional painter. In 2021, when
Covid-19 raged around the world, he had been originally scheduled to
receive the second dose of vaccine on September 30, but unfortunately
was diagnosed positive that day and passed away in Khoo Teck Puat
Hospital. It was only a few days from the diagnosis.

A famous art gallery recently held a retrospective exhibition
for Khan Siong Ann, showing some of his works in memory of this
talented painter who might not have attracted enough attention
from the local arts scene. Khang Siong Ann's works are very quiet,
with a strong European impressionist style and a deep classical
plot. People can see the influence of many famous European
artists from the 19th and early 20th centuries, such as Maurice
Utrillo, Lucien Pissarro, and Suzanne Valadon. Even the style of
his signature seems to be alike to that of a famous artist. This is
indeed related to Khan Siong Ann's early work-study experience in
France and traces of a self-taught painter.

The works exhibited, such as still life piece "Bamboo Basket"
and two other landscapes "Ex. General Post Office" and "Sentosa
Beach Singapore" are perfect. Although his artistic achievements
were not that outstanding amongst local artists during his time,
his constant persistence and frank attitude coupled with personal
skills are rare and unique. Despite limited subjects, Khan Siong Ann
devoted his life, energy and enthusiasm to expressing, conveying,
improving, developing, and painting what he wanted to paint. That
is wonderful and can be regarded as a kind of happiness, even
without applause. His paintings are elegant and simple in form.
Whether the distant street view or the prosperous city, he could hide
the noise and impetuosity under his painting brush, highlighting a
quiet and fresh face. The painting of a cheerful beach also appeared
unusually peaceful because of the woman lying on her side in it.
The bamboo basket is simply a synonym for simplicity and elegance,
and of dignity and pride of a civilian. He possesses skills but does
not show them off, he shows "purity, simplicity, honesty, softness,
freedom, rationality and freshness" in his paintings, which are very
rare and of a good artist.
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Everton Park: Preserving the Memory
of a Harhour City

Situated on the edge of the hustles and bustles of Cantonment Road,
Everton Park and the neighbouring Spottiswoode Park are relatively quiet.
Everton Park was constructed for the Singapore Harbour Board (SHB) workers
during the merger with Malaysia. 15 years later, the estate was renovated for
public housing. Most of the void decks at housing estates were converted into
traditional shops and eating places. In recent years, young people injected
new life into this quiet corner by setting up artisan shops and trendy cafes
which drew crowds during rush hours.

The point blocks at Spottiswoode Park were built in the 1970s as private
condominiums for managerial grade employees of the Port of Singapore Au-
thority (PSA). However, many units were left vacant as staff found them too
expensive. Eventually, the entire Spottiswoode Park estate was handed over
to the Housing & Development Board (HDB).

Time Out, headquartered in London, has named Everton Road as one of
the coolest streets in the world in 2022. Indeed, there is plenty to do there.
One may start strolling through the tranquil streets with rows of pre-war
shophouses and decorative street art murals, appreciating those vibrant
neo-renaissance style architectures. The chien nien (cut porcelain) orna-
mentation, painting and carving at the Baba House and some of the adjacent
shophouses are added bonuses for those who spend enough time there.

At the beginning of the 20th century, ornately decorated buildings were
already appearing at Blair Plain. Individual owners chose to upgrade their
houses with the latest techniques and trends, resulting in different styles of
facades and architectural forms. For example, the row of terrace houses at
19 Blair Road has an ornate “late style” front courtyard, while 27/27A Everton
Road is patterned with brickwork, creating a unique amalgamation of arts and
crafts and art deco styles.

Perhaps one of the most rewarding discoveries would be 66 Spottiswoode
Road. The two-storey building retained its original decorative facade of Chinese
murals made up of mock brick, calligraphy and traditional flower and bird
painting. It is probably the single most intact and original 19th century art
deco shophouse in Singapore today.

Nostalgically, Everton Park preserves some of the memories of the harbour
city's past. It witnessed the most important phase of the transformation of
Singapore's lifeline. The nearby PSA port is now fully automated, a far cry
from the labour-intensive days of half a century ago.

The birth of the steamship and the Suez Canal facilitated oceanic trade
between the East and West. For a century and a half, ships from all over the
world berthed, transhipped and refuelled with coal and marine fuels at the
Keppel Harbour. Those ships that plied the harbour created many jobs for
local people.

When the sleepless harbour was put on day and night shifts six decades
ago, the government decided to build staff housing nearby to facilitate their
commute to work. Blair Plain staff quarters, commonly known as Gate 2, were
the nearest, located within the Tanjong Pagar Distripark vicinity. A few years
after the completion of the quarters, then Prime Minister reminded the occupants
that the units were not meant for permanent stay and they would not be able
to continue living in the quarters after retirement. By the mid-1980s, all affected
residents had been resettled in various HDB estates.

The Baweanese were one of the early minority groups lived in the “pondok”
at 40 Everton Road. The social function of the “pondok” was similar to that of
Chinese clan associations or coolies quarters, providing space for short-term
accommodation, social and religious activities for immigrants who came to a
foreign land.

Walking around, one may further appreciate how tradition can be rejuvenated
and brought to life while preserving the signs of the times, just like the serene
Everton Park and its surroundings.
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