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WHY HE WAS PICKED: An old hand at new ventures

Prof Kuo is
mper'imu:ad in
starting a new
school, j"m afmm
getting him to
into broaden

the currieulum

NTU don leaves
one school —

to start another

[
University's communication dean will setup  povepsper in a9, dhere wns
a school of humanities and social sciences, - -

which should be open by July next year L fron it ek
o Ui floos”
L Ehven bils back Now, the sehool ks
ANE LEE Eroumd® 83246 million building wiik
FROFESSON Eddie Koo, who By 2008, all the weiversiiys  siaie-ol-the- nlzul It
staried ‘s first comans-  stsdents will have b0 study ho-  bas 50 rers. ixd ihe o
lrwdin wili manites snd srionoe subjects, om of stodenis i pearly dookde th
Fromn b oot ms ibe daan wd (g of Ehose Erom their core disci- 56 0 slaried wilh
ihe end of the meath. phne, s part of e univendy| 10 hiss raeteseradiipn with well-
Bt I} remaln @l Mane v 10 letn oul i weh
)-Jl_l[{T | Usiversity  graduites. such ns those b e andversities
i‘ 1, whese he will set ap an- Prod Kun was cov showt re-  of Mossurl anid Souibers
wihier school — ihe of bvwe  vealing details of the wew school.  Ssrmda, proot that it s gain
wociad other hinting that be & un-  semational recogation
i slwted 10 b up by Fuly  likely 4o be ils dees. Hi , Asmociete Fro-
Hi prealled e b bl b Peng Hwa, sims Lo

i h
Setting |2 up is KTU's st Schaol immEnlcation an i Baid the $5-yoar-obd, who is
» becoming a  Informalkn 1) years age. be-  mow the romemenieation wchool
full-Bediged universily bn 3005,  canse the miss commussest wice-dean: “We're doing geod
affering degre Jluml programme be sarked ai US  work bare, e n matter nz
-, e and design, e shill running; more peblisity. That would hely
on bop of which ia A Lhe Lime, in 1893, thare B pecruiting geod staffl both b
Explining why be picked R A T e e b o ey
ining . in as .
Frof Koo, whe -N{ ﬂw"c e Recalling thos years, be I ha bas heen with the
National veruity of Hagas  “We hal 0 a8 sboal from s incwption, plans
e’y o] Ci!l?ﬂl.‘tmﬂ!l. Irerally noibing. There weee an 1o bold a team-belding retaval in
'g—}lmd-w'fgli. uaming sxel;  facilities, ne equipmest and oo
Kun | risnced in  space im NTU “Well definisely b diicaasing
He sbded: “T'ss alsy geiis i hp‘l.‘l:xﬂt IM‘HMI“M":.‘MMLN
2 ) " mast nt thing is
B 1 ook ’“E and theer were  the b mwmroullge i‘ﬁ:ﬁ
ol ergrad curricalum for  swts im the ceiling, wrd e with them.”

CBUERTIRY 2003587 &R

PRBERETME, BRI DIRIAXFERNZ
CHERBR. EHRFNERT, 2FRBEHZEE
BEIANZR, TRELERN. 2FFERL
FFRTEABINER, E2004FBKHFER
THE#FE,
FI—PRBFEENNBEZH. —HER
FERRKEN “PEESSXLPL” , KL
AR AAXZERB THE—PMHRB L. LI,
FRINERBEEFERZT, E-XEKRHMF
XHEFMAREA, TUIEFTZRNF R,
Na&zEZE, EHRERKOXFET, RERER



20045 N3 B i B P8 Wy 1558,

BEEARKRETERXFEINREE, BM
HEZRBEAMBCELIIAXZREBERF.
MBLCFARMFERAERRELTZMUEE,
MANEWEES, TAXARERESR.

HbJLR, MAxffEe—L®,

HEFRENEAT. RBIBIRFHNES
. BRAMHLSZAHRAEREXREFZRS.
BEXAERBRERFTMMTZMNE, SEEXRS
mEFE, FMMAE (ARERK) BEEL
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literature) E1.
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N E N ERE RS A 9 01 A Wak Sumang® %o
@M“%AmeMnO$mnEDLFE¢@L,

HRXRBERMBFREEREARNE, WX
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-474d-4ade-bc97-8750c845a
8b9, accessed 12 April 2020.
Francis Chan, “From pig farmer
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sg/zlifestyle/trending/story20
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The coastal town of Punggol is located in the northeast of Singapore.
Currently about 50,000 HDB flats have been built and 190,000 public housing
residents are living in this waterway town.

The old coastal villages in Punggol were primarily inhabited by Malay
Fishermen. Teochew immigrants came to Punggol and co-existed with the
primarily Malay populace.

Prior to WW2, the Singapore Zoo stood by the Punggol seaside. William
Lawrence Soma Basapa, the founder of the zoo, was affectionately known as
the “Animal Man” in recognition of his passionate involvement with wildlife.
The Basapa home at 549 Upper Serangoon Road was used to grow a menagerie
of wild animals and birds. Eventually, Basapa relocated the wildlife and birds
to the zoo at Punggol. The Singapore Zoo became a major attraction for local
and foreign visitors.

When the Japanese invasion of Singapore was imminent, the British
ordered Basapa to move his collections elsewhere within 24 hours, which
was an impossible task. The British consequently shot all the wild animals
and freed the rest. Basapa was heartbroken and died during the Japanese
occupation period.

Due to water pollution from tens of thousands poultry farms scattered
throughout the country, at the end of 1974, the government set aside 9 to
10 miles in Punggol for pig farming. During its heyday, local farms produced
more than 1 million pigs, 32 million chickens and 500 million eggs each year.
These were more than enough to meet domestic demand.

Before the Lim brothers started their Sheng Siong supermarket business
in 1985, they were helping out in their father’s pig farm. As there was an
oversupply, they started selling frozen pork at Ang Mo Kio new town. Seeing
that the government was phasing out the local pig farms, the three brothers
decided to take over the supermarket. The small HDB storefront became the
starting point for the future supermarket kingdom.

Coney Island Park was originally called Serangoon Island. The filled island
has grown from the original 6 football fields to about 50 today. We can walk
on the reclaimed land without having to cross the island by boat as before.

Parts of Coney Island are being transformed into Outward Bound Singapore
(OBS) campus. When completed, it is expected to help mitigate the overcrowding
flow of people heading to OBS Pulau Ubin. OBS was first set up more than
5 decades ago to help build a “rugged society” to meet challenges ahead.
For current young students, perhaps the biggest challenge is to spend days
in the open without mobile phones and iPads. They would experience new
adventures such as rock climbing, kayaking and obstacles crossing. They
also learn soft skills such as managing relationships and building trust along
the way.

During the nation building days, the PA built holiday facilities along
the coasts and on remote islands. Holiday camps in Punggol, Pasir Ris,
Kampong Tengah and St. John’s Island were popular among Singaporeans.
These facilities were built in a relax kampong environment. Indeed, kampong
is synonymous with freedom and has a significant place in Singapore history.

At the upper reaches of Punggol River, Kampong Lorong Buangkok is
hidden by the newly erected HDB flats. The Kampong grew from the initial
few households to more than 40 in its heyday. The most fascinating thing
revolving Kampong life is about human touch. For example, the prayer hall
for Muslims in the village garnered donation from villagers of all ethnicities.
Today the kampong is left with the elderly who treasure the quality of kampong
life over HDB flats. Their living environment is well beyond four walls that
turns back the pendulum compared to modern housing.
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Father and Son’s Devotion
to Community Service

Mr Ko Oon Joo is a low-key person. At our interview at the bar in EHHC,
he was in a white shirt, beige jacket and a pair of black pants, matched by a
beige scarf dotted with brown spots. Standing at 1.75 m, the president of the
club cuts a suave figure. When | praised him for his dress-sense, he simply
smiled and said as a president of the club he had to dress properly. Oon
Joo has an easy and friendly manner. He loves travelling and visiting European
countries because of their beautiful sceneries and rich heritage. He is a
seasoned golf player and reads Chinese publications on current affairs and
finance.

Oon Joo hails from a wealthy family where his father Ko Teck Siang and
elder uncle Ko Teck Kin operated various businesses in the early years. Their
most important venture being a rubber business in which they processed rubber
for export. The family owned a large piece of rubber plantation in Johor, which
was later sold for a huge profit. Teck Siang was a famous philanthropist who
had contributed huge sums to schools and clan associations and been active
in social service. He had served on the committee of several Chinese schools
in Singapore. He even donated his rubber plantation to Johor to build villages
and had been conferred the SPMJ by the Sultan of Johor. After Oon Joo
graduated from England, he took charge of a family emporium located in High
Street Centre. The emporium closed in the 80s under competition by Japanese
companies Yaohan and Isetan. Oon Joo switched to property which he excels
in. He has property business in Perth and Beijing.

Oon Joo was a member of the Koh Clan Association when he completed
National Service. He became president of the Association in 2010. He
was president of Singapore Leong Khay Huay Kuan and Chang Chow General
Association for a while. Under his leadership both associations performed well,
with the former winning the Best Clan Association Award twice. He said clan
associations were clansmen’s organisations with strong kinship. Nowadays
wealthy young people are less interested in joining clan association and
membership has declined.

Oon Joo was a member of EHHC for many years and became its president
three years ago. At the moment he is the president of EHHC and Chang Chow
General Association.

Besides regular social activities for members, EHHC also offers an annual
Book Prize to 33 students from 11 schools who are taking higher Chinese. The
awards are divided into merit award (11) and encouragement award (22) to
encourage more students to learn Chinese language.

EHHC was founded in 1895 and has around 400 members. Besides social
gathering and talks, it publishes a journal titled Yihe Century with 43 issues
having been brought out. Oon Joo told his children that it was important to
have skills and be able to develop one’s interest. He stressed that involvement
with community work has become a part of his life.
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Since the 1950s pioneers of Indian dance, Chinese dance and opera and Baba play
have created works that are based on the folktales or epics of different cultures of different
historical periods. Their efforts in the last decades of staging stories from other cultures,
have been a way of expressing their admiration and appreciation of the arts of fellow
communities. The phenomenon could be viewed as the result of close interactions of
leading artistes of different ethnic groups. To some extent, the practise and promotion of
multiculturalism in Singapore had further enhanced their interaction and helped to sustain
the process of cultural integration.

The first significant work was K. P. Bhaskar’s adaptation of the Chinese love story
“Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai” (Butterfly Lovers) presented in Bharatanatyam dance style
in 1958. He and his wife, Santha Bhaskar saw the first movie from the People’s Republic
of China, which screened for 77 consecutive days with full house record two years
earlier. Bhaskar’s adaptation was a one week of sold-out performances. The success of
this production had further attracted many Chinese students learning Bharatanatyam from
the dance teachers. At the height of anti-colonial movement, young Chinese students were
keen to learn Malay language and the dances of other ethnic groups, believing that by
doing so, they would be contributing to national culture building. The slogan was ‘Creating
Malayan New Culture’ with three components i.e. Chinese culture, Malay culture and Indian
culture. Sriwana, a pioneer Malay cultural group formed in 1955, also attracted large
numbers of Chinese students, when Liauw Tjien Yan and Yohanit, Malay dance guest
teachers from Indonesia were invited to teach. When Singapore achieved self-governance
status in 1959, Western culture was added as part of the multicultural heritage. The
Ministry of Culture of the newly formed government organised a series of free, open-air
cultural shows with a strong multi-cultural content. Billed as “Aneka Ragam Ra’ayat”, or
(People’s Cultural Concerts), these shows were held at numerous locations across
Singapore for the next few years. It was an effective way to promote a sense of unity
among the people by appreciating the dance and music of each ethnic group.

Since Bhaskar’s “Butterfly Lovers”, there have been many dance dramas, Chinese
operas and Baba plays based on the same theme. Some of these productions are still
vividly remembered by the audience. The first landmark Chinese dance drama was
presented by the Chongfu and Ai Tong Alumni in 1965 at the Victoria Theatre. Choreographed
by Khoo Chung Teik, who also played the title role of Liang Shanbo, it was the first time
that a dance drama was created by a Singaporean using the first classical violin concerto
written by Chinese composers, He Zhanhao and Chen Gang, Shanghai, in 1959. With a
cast of five dancers, Khoo choreography won the hearts of the audience at the packed
Victoria Theatre in 1965 and was considered as the landmark Chinese dance drama in
Singapore for its creative interpretation of the legend.

In 1982, the National Dance Company of the Ministry of Culture presented “Butterfly
Lovers” using the same violin concerto, choreographed by the pioneer dance educator and
choreographer Lee Shu Fen, who groomed a generation of Chinese dancers in Singapore.
With Tan Choon Poh and Chew Seok Choon playing the title roles, the piece was hailed for
its lyrical quality and technical virtuosity of the pas de deux. Chew danced with poignant
sincerity and a sense of airy delight in her springy leaps in the final butterfly dance.

| am privileged to have worked with G. T. Lye who was recently honoured as a
Steward of Singapore’s Intangible Cultural Heritage by the National Heritage Board. It
was in 1986 that he played the father of Zhu Yingtai, who opposed her daughter’s desire
to marry a poor scholar Liang Shanbo. Not only did he master the water-sleeved costume
well to convey the emotions and motivations of an authoritative materialistic father well,
more importantly, he was a team player and a warm person that made the rehearsals full
of laughter.

The youngest actress who played Zhu Ying Tai was Tan Wei Tian of Nam Hwa Opera.
She performed the excerpt “Ying Tai” at a national Teochew opera and song competition
and won the third prize, at the age of 12.

The most notable recent production was the Cantonese opera version of “Butterfly
Lovers” presented in 2018 by OperaWorks (Singapore), which was founded in 2008 by
Chee Kin Foon. Ling Dong Ming, Founder and Artistic Director of Sin Ming Sing Cantonese
Opera Centre (Singapore), directed the 35-minute piece and played Liang Shanbo as well.
Zhu Ying Tai, played by Winsome Chan, together with Ling, presented the second half of
the legend with heightened emotion and touching singing. The opera ended with a joyful
butterfly dance.

Apart from “Butterfly Lovers”, “Ramayana” and “Tale of Bukit Merah” were also adapted
by artistes of different ethnic groups. These works are indeed the assets of Singapore’s
multicultural performing arts heritage.
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